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A NEW DICTIONARY 


That Is More Than a Dictionary 
90c e with Thumb Index ’ $ Containing Supplemental Information 
Ws 


So Much in Demand To-day, such as 


Washington’s Farewell Address; Declaration of Independence; Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech; 
The Monroe Doctrine; The Constitution of the United States; Business Forms and Laws; 


Weights and Measures; Forms and Letters, business and social. With statistics and other. 


information that makes it the ideal dictionary and reference book for desk, office and school. 


IT IS CALLED 


NEW UNIVERSAL SELF- | 
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 


Webster-Morris, with Latest Census and 16 Full-page Color Plates, including Four Pages of 
Maps—1,114 Pages. Bound in flexible leather, stamped in gold, red edges, size 5% x7¥% 
inches, 13/ inches thick. Made for the John Wanamaker Stores. Its superiority over similar 
dictionaries is shown in its table of contents, as follows: 


Rules for Punctuation. Dictionary of Prefixes and Affixes. Dictionary ot the English Language. Diction- 
ary of foreign words, phrases, colloquialisms, proverbs and quotations. Dictionary of terms used in Com- 
merce and Law. Dictionary of Names of Important Places, Persons, Buildings, Monuments, Periods, etc., also 
significant words and phrases frequently met with in literature. Dictionary of English Christian names of 
men and women with their derivation and meaning. Dictionary of Mythological and Classical Names. Dic- 
tionary of Forms and Addresses. Dictionary of Abbreviations. Dictionary of Popular Titles of American 
States and Cities, etc. Facts Worth Knowing. Dictionary of Simplified Spelling adopted by the Simplified 
Board. Statistics of the Countries of the Earth. Largest Cities of the World. Population of the United States 
at each census. Correct English. Correspondence. Forms of Letters—business, social, etc Forms of 
Speeches on various occasions. Business Forms and Laws. Weights and Measures. Values of Foreign Coins 
in the United States. Declaration of Independence. Constitution of the United States. Washington’s Farewell 
Address. Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech. Monroe Doctrine. 


THE UNIVERSAL ATLAS OF THE WORLD 


NEW AND COMPLETE 


Without question the most serviceable volume to have available for quick reference that can be found 
Price, $1.00. By mail, $1.32 


The size of this work is 102 x 13% inches, printed on high-finish paper and durably bound 
in red cloth, with attractive cover stamping 


During the last few years changes without number have been wrought that render an old atlas useless. 
New towns have sprung up; old cities and towns have grown. Many thousand miles of new railroads have 
been built. These changes have been recorded in The Universal Atlas of the World. 

7 rie MAPS—There are 128 pages, beautifully printed in colors, representing every portion of the earth as 
it is to-day. 

The pistes have been engraved from new drawings, based on the latest surveys, and are believed to be the 
most complete and carefully edited series of like size covering the whole earth. The lettering is clear and 
clean cut throughout, carefully graded in size, to convey at a glance the relative importance of places. On the 
ee ones is quick pelerence jaex of Ppiavipal towns, cities, counties, etc. 

—Railroads are shown and named; and with very few exceptions, i 3 
ee re tiees every eee oe a station and “ine office is named. é e 5 OSs onan eas 

e work contains double page maps of the World, Eastern United States and Canada, i 

States and Canada, Mexico, North Pacific Ocean, Hawaii, Southern New England, Eastern Now Core Deere 
vania, Northern Ohio, Southern Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Kentucky and Tennessee 
Eastern Texas, Western Texas, Northern California, Southern California, Washington. The other maps occupy 
single pages only, and are uniform in style, detail, etc. On the margin of each map is an alphabetically 
arranged index of counties (or other minor divisions), cities and towns. A division or place may be instant] 
located without turning the page. The convenience of such a quick reference index will be readily appreciateds 


Another valuable feature of this work is a very complete list of the cities of the ivi 
population statistics, including the bebe Sins Fae 2 


1910 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES 


with the new population figures of all states, territories, counties and the principal cities. An il 4 
chapter on the Panama Canal gives a detailed description of this great ehterprines with maps in paces 


Philadelphia JOHN WANAMAKER New York 
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VARIOUS SPHERES OF 


Christian Servicel: 


At All 


ooksellers 


ROBERT E. SPEER, D.D. 


John’s Gospel 


The Greatest Book in the World. 

“Suggestions for the study 
of this gospel which are of 
extraordinary value. .... 
Better than a commentary. 
A thorough-going study of 
the Word.”’—Watchman- 
Examiner. Net 50c. 


A. T. ROBERTSON, D.D. 


Studies in the New 
Testament 


“A splendid text-book for 
teachers and prospective 
teachers, and a study of this 
book will be a fine prepara- 
tion for the lesson system to 
be followed this year.”—Re/z- 
gtous Herald. Net 50c. 


' W. BEATTY JENNINGS 


The Social Teach- 


ings of Christ Jesus 


“A manual that will be of 
real help to Bible classes, 
Christian associations, social 
study groups and individual 
Christians ’’ — Chr¢stzan Ob- 
SCxrUE?. Net 50c. 


JAMES M. STIFLER, D. D. 


The Christ of 
Christianity 


“There is a condensation 
of thought which appeals to 
aman who has made a 
scholarly investigation of 
Luke and Acts, so that it 
becomes in many respects a 
compendium.”—/ames G. K. 
McClure, Prestdent McCor- 
mick Theological Seminary. 

12mo, cloth, net $1.00 


Winning the World for Christ 


BISHOP WALTER R. LAMBUTH 


A Study of Dynamics. Cole Lectures, 1915. 


“An interesting study of the inspirations 
and motives that lie back of the great evangel- 
istic and missionary achievements of the 
Church.”— United Presbytertan. Net $1.25 


OVER A MILLION “QUIET TALKS” SOLD 


Quiet Talks on John’s Gospel 


Ss. D. GORDON 


“There is very little textual criticism in this 
commentary; it is altogether devotional and 
spiritual—an uplifting sort of a book.’’—Chris- 
tian Advocate. Net 75c. 


of Ninety- 
Four Years 


Fanny Crosby's Story 


S. TREVENA JACKSON 


“God does not now inspire men and women 
to give new revelations, but to give fuller in- 
terpretations of the truth already revealed.””— 
Evangelical. Illustrated. Net $1.00 


Author of ““SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM RENOUNCED” 


The Lord’s Day from Neither 
Catholics Nor Pagans 


D. M. CANnKiGHT 


A Defense of the Christian Sunday as the 
Lord’s Day from the Historical Side. 


“The author was himself an Adventist for 
many years, standing high in that church; so 
he is well qualified to review and answer the 
arguments ofthe Seventh-Day Adventists, and 
he does his part well.”—/Presbyterian of the 
South. Net $1.00 


The Springs of Joy 


R. F. HORTON, D. D. 

“The message is one of good cheer through- 
out.. The discourses are characterized by 
warmth, vitality and real spiritual inspira- 
tion.”— United Presbyterzan. Net $1.00 


Roman Catholicism Analyzed 


J. A. PHILLIPS 

Plain Facts About the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion, 

“All who desire to know the truth about 
Romanism will be amply repaid for his invest- 
ment in this truly remarkable book.”—Chrzs- 
tian Observer. Net $1.50 


A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D. D. 


God’s Book and 
God’s Boy — 


The James Sprunt Lectures for 1914 


“A most successful Sunday 
School teacher gives, out of 
his large experience, many 
happy suggestions as to how 
Sunday School work may be 
made efficient and vital.”— 
Sunday School World. 

Net $1.00 


A. H. McKINNEY, Ph.D. 


Sunday School 
Teacher at His Best 


“Well would it be if every 
teacher could read this very 


practical book. It would be 
a revelation.”— Canadian 
Baptist. Net 50c. 


HARRIET CHAPELL, Ph. B. 


Church Vacation 
School 


“Should have a wide read- 
ing, because the Vacation 
School is with us, and will 
be with us more and more.”’ 
—Canadian Baptist. 

Net 75c. 


HUGH T. KERR, D.D. 
Children’s Missionary 


Story-Sermons 


“Dr. Kerr has a special gift 
for preaching to children, 
and one need only read a few 
of the stories and he will not 
wonder that the children 
hear them gladly.” —/Presby- 
tertan Banner. 

12mo, cloth, net $1.00 
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FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


NEW YORK: 
CHICAGO: 


158 Fifth Avenue 


125 North Wabash Avenue 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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LEXANDER’S HYMNS No. 


A MILLION AND A HALF ALEXANDER’S HYMN-BOOKS SOLD 


Overflowing with a wealth of new songs and solos, yet retaining all the old-time favorites—the latest is by far the 
largest and best of the Alexander Hymn-Books. PRICES AS BEFORE. Tag boards, net 20c; per 100, net $15. 
Cloth, net 30c; per 100, net $25.00. FLEMING H. REVELL CO., NEW YORK, 158 Fifth Ave. CHICAGO, 17 N. Wabash Ave. 


THE BEST WAY 


oe : ”” Individual 
The Sanitar Communion Cups 
Convenient and Sanitary 
Individual Communion 


add much impressive- == 
ness to the ceremony. "= 
Our service is of the al 

very finest finish and Sent for Trial 
offers the most complete, practical arrangements. 
We introduced individual service, and supply thousands 
of satisfied congregations. They never go back to any 
other service. 


Send for list of churches using our service, and for Free Catalog with 
quotations. Return outfit (our expense) if not satisfied after trial. 


Sanitary Communion Qutfit Co., 18th Street, Rochester, N. Y. 


fh 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce itnow? 

Itis reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful. 

The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. 9 

Quality—not price—should determine 
your choice. 


Write for Iltustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 


16 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 


MENEELY BELL CO 


Y, NY. AND 
177 BROADWAY.NY. CITY. 


LS 


The j 
Church Bell of reputa- 
tlon On approval and 
on very liberal terms 
THE CINCINNAT! BELL 
FOUNDRY —B 34,—~. 
CINCINNATI, O. 


richer In tone, more 


durable, lower in price, 
unlike other bells 
Our free catalog tells 


fEL 


02=BELLS 


Mode! Folding Organ. $10.00 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE RECORD OF CHRISTIAN This is not-a, $50.00 list price but it 
WORK WANTED—January, July and October, 1909. | ig a REAL $15.00 Caliente $10.00. 


Premium offered. Write J. R. Riebie, 153 Institute Combination pipe and cello tone. 
Place, Chicago. Three-ply mission finish. Four octave 


keyboard. Fully enclosed when 
SARATOGA SPRINGS MEDICAL SANITARIUM 


folded. Conditions: Mention this § 
magazine. Send Money Order (no. f 
Open all the year. All approved methods. Highest grade service. 
No insane. : H. E. BARIGHT, M. D. 


OVER 25.000 CHURCHES USE] 


SAVES 1, COST OF OTHER SERVICES 


Noiseless, dust-proof, self-collecting trays. Use 
shallow glass. Outfits on trial. Send for catalog. 
Thomas Communion Service Co., Box 17 Lima. O. 


checks). A. L. WHITE MFG. CO., 221 
Englewood Ave., Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. vee 
Catalogue. 


Daus Improved Tip Top Duplicator 


will reproduce them easily—quickly—neatly—cheaply. The 
simplest and quickest duplicator on the market. Makes 150 
handwritten copies or 50 typewritten copies in a few minutes. 
No expensive supplies to buy. Lasts a lifetime. No printer’s 
ink, No smudged copies. No soiled hands. Ready instantly. 
EAS Negatives require no washing out after using. Complete 

Sy outfit contains a continuous roll of Daus Non-Peeling 


again. Cap size 83(x13 inches. Price complete, $5.00. 


$5 00 Ten Days trial without deposit 


FELIX M. DAUS DUPLICATOR CO. Daus Blg., 111 John Street, New York 


. 


pur 


Anti-Stick Negative Roll, which can be used over and over | 
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illuminant or not. 


up. Other lanterns $20.00 up. 


“McIntosh Lanterns are Honest Lanterns” 


Do Your Duty 


by yourself—your church—your community. You ought to be one of 
the leaders in progress, uplift, improvement of every sort. 


Your great, unfailing aid is a McIntosh “Honest” Lantern, 
EFFICIENT to the last degree whether with electricity for its 


Producing the very highest QUALITY results on the screen—sharp, 
clear, brilliant pictures, which add one hundred per cent, to the force of 
your talk. Simple and easy to operate, insuring the utmost UTILITY. 
The Monitor Sciopticon for acetylene or electricity sells from $25.00 


Slides on every subject—religious, industrial, 
travel, local improvement, agriculture, 


McIntosh Stereopticon Company 


415 Atlas Block 


for sale or rent. 


Chicago, Ill. 


. THE 
LIFE of D. L. MOODY 
By HIS SON 
We have copies of the popular $2.00 edition, 


cloth bound, of this book, which we offer 
: our readers for 


$1.00 Postpaid 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 
EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 


East Northfield Transfer Line 


Successor to the Britton Stage Line 
MOTOR BUSES OR STAGES 


of the East Northfield Transfer Line, under the 
management of The Northfield Hotel Livery, 
meets all of the principal trains, except on Sun- 
day, at the EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS., Sta- 
tion between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m.; all other trains 
at this and the NORTHFIELD, MASS., Station 
on notification. When possible, please notify us 
on what train you expect to arrive. 

For further information address 
H. S. STONE, Assistant Manager of THE NORTHFIELD 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 


The Sunday-School Worker’s Testament 
For 1916 and 1917 


Nelson’s 
Teachers’ 
Testament 


(American Standard Version) 


af With Notes and Helps spe- 
: cially suitable for use with the 
1916 and 1917 Sunday School 
Lessons, which are taken from 
the New Testament. 


Edited by a joint Editorial 
Board of the foremost Biblical 
Scholars in every denomina- 
tion and with Introduction to 
each book by authorities of in- 
ternational reputation. 


75 Cents 


For sale by your bookseller, or sent post- 
paid on receipt of price by the publishers 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
383 S Fourth Avenue, New York 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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REV. RUSSELL H. CONWELL’S- 
Sermons and Lectures . 


are published weekly in 


The Temple Review 


Ministers and Church Workers tell us they secure 
more illustrations from Dr. Conwell’s sermons than 
any other source. 


The Governor of Pennsylvania recently said: ‘‘I 
commend cordially ‘The Temple Review.’ Dr. Con- 


its wide circulation.” 


great lecture, 


“ACRES OF DIAMONDS” Free 


to new subscribers. This lecture, delivered over 5,000 
times, has given new inspiration to thousands, and 
started them on the road to success, 

Issued weekly, except monthly during July and 
August. $1.00 per year. 


THE TEMPLE REVIEW 
Broad and Berks Streets Philadelphia 


THE NORTHFIELD wassacnuserss 


Open All 
The Year 


Correspondence 
Solicited 


Let us tell you what 
Northfield has to of- 
fer for a Spring or 
Summer Vacation 
be it short or long. 


GOLF ON THE NORTHFIELD GROUNDS 


Send fer oan Wlasteated Baclice : 
H. S. STONE, Assistant Manager, ne A GOODY Munasers 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 


well’s sermons are in themselves sufficient reason for — 


The back numbers of ‘‘The Review” containing his © 


| 
| 
} 
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i The Chinese 
fs Woolflower 


FayeQ introduced by us last year 
) has proved a great success 
everywhere and a most won- 
derful floral novelty. Itisa 
Celosia of new form and easy 
growth. Plants throw out 
scores of branches) bearing 
balls of crimson woal nearly 
afoot thick. Also many lat- 
erals with smaller heads, and 
-\ fresh green foliage. Flowers 
form in June but none fade 
\ before frost, continuing to ex- 
7 VYe Dand and grow with its won- 
PANN derful crimson-scarlet color, 
NY Showy beyond belief. Suc- 
5 Le = ee io 

eed per pkt. cets., 3 for 

25 cts., together with new TRAILING PHTUNIA 
; ¢ and 

ANNUAL SWEET WILLIAM (fine novelties) free. 


Our Big Catalog of Flower and Veg. Seeds, Bulbs, Plants and 
new Fruits free. Weare the | : 3 in the world of Gladi. 
olus, Cannas, Dahlias, Tulieas Pee ce tord ict Glacie 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Inc., Floral Park, N. Y. 


The Best Spot ex. To Put Money 


is in FIRST MORTGAGES secured by improved DETROIT Real 
Estate. The growth of this city INDUSTRIALLY, FINANCIALLY 
and NUMERICALLY astounds the most conservative. These 
Mortgages are SAFEST of INVESTMENTS and will net 6 per cent. 
Let me tell you who I am and all about the Mortgages I proffer. 


STANLEY W. PAYNE 
602 WHITNEY BUILDING DETROIT, MICH. 


Turns night into day. 
300 candle power. 
Carry as a lantern; 
use anywhere as a lamp. Weather 
proof. For house, barn, garage, camp 
and around the farm. Write for big free 
offer. Special opportunity to farmers, 
stockmen and motorists. Agents make 
big money. Write tonight. = 
=, ACORN BRASS MFG. CO.,946 Acorn Bldg., Chicago 


BACK NUMBERS OF THE RECORD OF CHRISTIAN 
WORK WANTED—January, July and October, 1909. 
Premium offered. Write J. R. Riebie, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. ; 


WE BUY AND SELL 


THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES and collections of good 
books. Largest stock in America. Catalogs frequently 
issued. Correspondence for both old and new books 
invited. Over 20 years in business. 


SCHULTE’S BOOK STORE 
132 EAST 23d STREET 2 


NEW YORK 


Fre MAN and 
His Book 


Voices “Victory 


333 
Inspiring 
Songs 


book 
suit- 
able 
for 
all de- 
partments 
of church 
work. Orches- 
trated for 12 
instruments, 
Send 15 cents 
to Dept. C. for . 
sample copy and N . 
quantity prices. é 


BILHORN BROS., 136 W. Lake St., Chicago 


200 
Authors 


op / 
. ie 


, OF 
VICTORY 


A Great Sunday 
School Worker 


The whole school from superintendent to infant 
class are both interested and instructed by Bible 
lectures or Missionary talks illustrated by the 


ausch Jomb 
Bausch |o se 


THE PERFECT STEREOPTICON 
Simple to operate, built for long use and giving 
a wonderfully clear and vivid image. The newly 
developed, gas-filled Madza lamp used in the 
Balopticon produces more brilliant illumination 
than the arc with much less current-expense—is 
noiseless and automatic. 

Models for lantern slides and projecting opaque 


objects (maps, photos, post cards, etc.), Also com- 
bined models for both forms, with instant inter- 


change. 
$20—$120, and up 


Write for tllustrated circulars, containing 
descriptions and interesting suggestions 
about the Balopticon and tts uses. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
529 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 
Leading American Makers of High Grade Optical Products 


DON’T 
decide on the new hymn-book for your Church or 
Sunday School until you have seenit. _ 


Christian Workers 


know the great need of a Good Hymn Book in their 
work. We Know we have the Book. Thousands 
of churches are using with universal satisfaction 
in all departments of church work, 


HALLOWED sew enon 


NEW and OLD 
Edited by the late IRA ALLAN SANKEY 


Son of the famous Singing-Evangelist 
Ira D. Sankey 


Over 550,000 Copies Already Sold 


Responsive Scripture Readings 
No Trashy Words o Jingly Music 

TEACH THE CHILDREN the new sacred songs. 
There are over 100 of them in Hallowed Hymns, 
New and Old. 

TEACH THE CHILDREN the good old ‘‘Moody 
and Sankey”’ Gospel Hymns you yourself used 
toknow andlove. There are nearly 100 of them 
in Hallowed Hymns, New and Old. 

TEACH THE CHILDREN the grand old standard 
hymns of the church. There are nearly 100 of 
them in Hallowed Hymns, New and Old. 


s $25.00 per 100, not prepaid 
Price 35 cents per copy by mail 
Examine a copy and prove its value in your work. 
(Returnable if desired.) 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING 


OTION PICTURES are rapidly becoming factors in interesting and 
securing larger congregations. They get the people into the church and 
the influence of the Gospel teaching follows after. 


@ The Projection is as important as the pictures themselves. 


q Simplex Projectors are absolutely fireproof, extremely simple to operate, 
rock-steady and flickerless (no eye-strain), low cost of up-keep and silent in 
operation. Recently installed in: 


Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, New York, N. Y. Ruggles Street Baptist Church, Roxbury, Mass. 
First Congregational Church, Manistee, Mich. St. Mary’s Church, Dubuque, Iowa. 


ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS DEMANDING 


; 
oe MAAK PArD 


The Projector that received the Grand Prize Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition. 
Used and recommended by Rev. Dr. Reisner, Grace 
Methodist Episcopal Church, New York City 
Send for Catalog “C” 


"THE PRECISION MACHINE (0. INC. 


317 East 34th: St: New York 


‘“* The Leading FIRE INSURANCE Company of America.’’ 


AV'TNA 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 1819 HARTFORD, CONN. CHARTER PERPETUAL 
Cash Capital . . . . . +. $ 5S,000,000.00 
Cash Assets . ; : : 3 3 . é 24,730,602.67 
Total [Sabistes sc. Ln 12,146,087.08 | 
Net Surplus . , 4 2 3 E r 5 7,584,515.59 ' 
Surplus for Policy-Holders stiiae 12,584,515.59 | 
Liostes Paid’ 8 07) Vena 1) 150,705,781.16 | 
WM. B. CLARK, President 
Vice-Presidents: HENRY E. REES A. N, WILLIAMS 


E. J. SLOAN, Secretary 
Assistant Secretaries: E. S. ALLEN GUY E. BEARDSLEY RALPH B. IVES 


W. F. WHITTELSEY, Marine Secretary 


% 
175 West Jackson Boulevard, L. O. KOHTZ, Assistant General Agent 
Chicago, Ills. |L. O. KOHTZ, Marine General heen. 


PACIFIC BRANCH {ci H. BREEDING, General Agent. 


WESTERN BRANCH {Evi E. GALLAGHER, General Agent. 


301 California Street, GEO. £. TOWNSEND, Assistant General A 
San Francisco, Cal. |E. S. LIVINGSTON, Assistant General Agent aicrngy 
CHICAGO, Ills., 175 West Jackson, Boul 
NEW YORK, 63-65 Beaver oe Seep 
MARINE” DEPARTMENT.” sania ocmes. enone BOSTON, 70 Kilby Street. 
PHILADELPHIA, 226 Walnut Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO, 301 California Street. 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 


Record of Christian Work 


INCORPORATING 
Northfield Echoes Church Economist Treasury of Religious Thought 
The World Evangel and The Christian 


Volume XXXV MARCH 1916 | Number 3 


CONTENTS 


KP PAGE 
Religious Thought and Activity .... 129 


CeCe CC er rd 


The Mission Field .................. 


Coe mee eee eer rere rarer seceer 


A German Illustrated Testament ... 147 | Our Book Table .................... 


The Message of Matthew’s Gospel .. Thoughts for the Quiet Hour ...... 


Rev. John R. Davies, D. D. 


Devotional Studies in the Sunday 
School” Lessons... «snes. 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, B. A., D. D. 


The Life: Worth Living’ ....... 06... 154 
Principal T. R. O’Meara, LL. D. 


Illustrative Hints and Helps ........ 
Ida Q. Moulton. 


Northfield Silhouettes. XXII ...... 159 


Editor’s Correspondence ........... Bible Notes for Daily Devotions ... 178 


THE RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK is a monthly review of Religious Thought and Activity, with con- 
tributed articles, and Departments of Bible Study, Devotional Reading and Methods of Christian Work. 
The Magazine represents the interests centering at East Northfield, Massachusetts, including the Northfield 
Summer Conferences. 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, to any address in the United States, is One Dollar a year; in Canada, One Dollar and 
Twenty-five Cents; to other countries in the Postal Union, One Dollar and Fifty Cents; Great Britain, Six 
Shillings. RECEIPT will be sent only upon request, as the expiration date on wrapper is generally regarded 
as sufficient. Send subscriptions to RECORD OF CHRISTIAN Work, East Northfield, Mass. 


WALTER C. KIMBALL, INC., MANAGERS 
ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT - 


_ 432 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. In sending notice of change of address please give both o/d and new addresses. 
Subscription lists are kept alphabetically under towns and states and it is therefore necessary to have the 


old address as well as the new. 
FOR SALE AT ALL BOOKSTORES. 
REMITTANCES should be made payable to RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, EAST NORTHFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS, and should be sent by Bank Draft, Express Order or Postal Money Order. 
THE MAGAZINE MAY BE ORDERED OF ANY LOCA: BOOKSELLER OR DIRECT OF THE PUBLISHERS. | 
; Copyright, 1916, by Record of Christian Work Co. 
fintered as second-class matter, October 8, 1904, at the Post-office at Brattleboro, Vermont, under act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1879. 


Record of Christian 


Longmans’ 
New Lenten Books 


A MASTER BUILDER, Being the Life and Letters 
of Henry Yates Satterlee, First Bishop of Wash- 
ington 
By the RIGHT Rev. CHARLES H. BRENT, D.D., 


Bishop of the Philippine Islands. With 16 Illustra- 
tions. 8vo. $4.00 net. 


A SHORT APOLOGY FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN 
IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


By the REV. GEORGE WILLIAMSON SMITH, 
ADs, Sometime President of Trinity College, Hart- 
ford, Conn. Crown 8vo. 80 cents net. 


LIFE’S JOURNEY 


By the RT. REV. H. H. MONTGOMERY, D.D., 
formerly Bishop of Tasmania. With an Introduction 
by THE BISHOP OF LONDON, and a Frontispiece. 
Crown 8vo. 90 cents net. 

This is the new book especially recommended for 
Lenten Reading by THE BISHOP OF LONDON in accor- 
dance with his annual practice. 


‘‘THE GLAD TIDINGS OF RECONCILIATION ”’ 


By the RIGHT REv. E. A. KNOX, D.D., Bishop of 
Manchester. Crown 8vo. $1.35 net. 


THE FAITH OF THE CROSS. Being the Paddock 
Lectures at the General Theological Seminary for 
1914 


By the RIGHT REv. P. M. RHINELANDER, D.D., 
D.C.L., Bishop of Pennsylvania. Crown 8vo. $1.20 net. 


The general purpose of the book is to show that its 
title, ‘‘'The Faith of the Cross,” sums up fairly and 
accurately the true meaning of the Christian religion, 
“Tt is the Cross of Christ which quite literally creates 
what we call Christianity. All our thought and study, 
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The Living Church estimates 
the number of Roman Catho- 
lics received annually into the 
American Episcopal Church as about 
1500. 


- Afannas Galuso, a young Russian, was 
converted from. drunkenness and gam- 
bling to the Christian life at the Mariners’ 
Temple in lower New York. Some years 
later he returned to Europe, reaching 
Russia on the day after the present war 
broke out. Summoned to the army, he 
refused military service on the ground 
that a Christian had no right to kill a 
fellow man. He was arrested and shot. 
At a memorial service held at the Mari- 
ners’ Temple, Galuso’s name was, as a 
mark of honor, publicly transferred from 
the list of living members to the roll of 
its dead; the hymn “Asleep in Jesus, 
Blessed Sleep,” was sung, and the mem- 
bers of the church gave reminiscences 
of this brother executed for conscience’ 
sake and in the course of his public pro- 
test against war. 

Mayor Gaynor stopped outdoor preach- 
ing to the Jews in New York, but the 
National Bible Institute has secured the 
necessary permits, and services are now 
being held at the corner of Seward Park 
on East Broadway. Large crowds of 
Jews are in attendance. In Montreal, 
where the bulk of the 60,000 Jews of the 
city never attend a synagogue, open-air 
meetings are held at St. Lawrence 
Market. Addresses are given in Yiddish 
and English and as many as 600 people 
are reached in an evening. 

The Gideons were started in a hotel 
bedroom in Wisconsin in 1899. Now 
there are 3500 members. They announce 
their mission as being “to sell goods, to 
bring Christian influence to bear on 
commercial travelers (of whom there are 
600,000 in the United States) and to put 
Bibles in hotels.” Three hundred thou- 
sand Bibles have already been so placed. 
Gideons are said to be buying 50,000 


American 
Notes. 


Bibles a year at present, which makes 
their society the largest single purchaser 
of Bibles in the United States. 


The Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions had transmitted, some months 
ago, amounts approximating $525,000 
from Syrians in the United States to 
Syrians in Syria. The amounts which 
Armenians in the’ United States have 
sent to their afflicted relatives at home 
through the American Board have been 
even greater. 


The Puerto Rico Evangelico sums up the 
practical outgrowths from Christian 
teaching which have developed in the 
island since the advent of Evangelical 
Christianity. It is due to this influence 
that legislation has been enacted pro- 
tecting animals from maltreatment, that 
there has been limitation of child labor, 
the establishment of juvenile courts, the 
introduction of Sunday rest, and the ad- 
vance of a vigorous anti-alcohol move- 
ment. Large numbers have become 
abstainers and many places have ceased 
to sell drink. This movement has passed 
from the churches to the Socialist party, 
socialists reprinting temperance articles 
from the Protestant press. The presence 
of Protestant churches has been a stim- 
ulus to Romanism. When Spain left, the 
Romanists had no publications on the 
island; now they have two, a monthly and 
a weekly. They had no schools; now 
they have many. They had opened no 
chapels in the distant interior; now such 
are common enough. They have a 
library in San Juan, a recent institution, 
and are planning a manual training 
school. 

The Socialists of Porto Rico have held 
meetings in protest against the mass im- 
migration into Porto Rico of friars and 
priests from Mexico and other lands 
whence they. have been expelled. They 
call them idlers, whose chief industry 
is the sale of St. Anthony’s straw, use- 
less mouths which should not be ad- 
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mitted, especially at seasons of economic 
crisis such as the present. 

The Y. M. C. A. has organized work 
in eighteen counties of Michigan. At 
the 1914 Thanksgiving Vacation Boys’ 
Conference, held in Ann Arbor, more 
than 2000 boys of fifteen years or above 
were in attendance. Boys introduced the 
speakers, led in prayer, conducted their 
own section conferences, appointed their 
own committees, read papers and trans- 
acted other business of the meetings. 
Farm boys spoke on rural work, em- 
ployed boys on factory conditions, high 
school boys on the conditions in their 
own particular environment. A large 
number of boys took the forward step 
into the Christian life, and as a result of 
Mr. Bryan’s address more than 10,000 
persons, mostly boys and young men, 
signed the total abstinence pledge. 


How far the ritualist party in the 
Episcopal Church is going comes out in 
recent proceedings in the New York 
courts to recover monastic property at 
Garrison, New York, formerly Episco- 
palian in ownership but, by the secession 
of its abbot, now in Roman Catholic con- 
trol. The chapel is called the Chapel of 
Miracles, because of a legend that empty 
buckets, carried by a thirsty wayfarer 
were, in the neighborhood, filled by un- 
seen hands. 


The Laymen’s Movement Meetings of 
1915-16 are proceeding successfully. The 
Chicago meetings registered 4556 paid 
delegates—the largest in the history of 
the movement. Each paid one dollar 
for the privilege of attending these mis- 
sionary meetings. An interesting fea- 
ture of the Chicago sessions was the 
quartette singing of the four uniformed 
policemen on duty at the hall. A large 
banner displayed the fact that the in- 
crease in annual gifts to foreign missions 
in ten denominations had been, since the 
last Laymen’s Conventions ten years 
ago, $5,000,000; to home missions and 
other benevolences, $7,000,000. The fact 
was brought out that many laymen who 
had planned to retire, had remained in 
business in order to help finance mis- 
sionary enterprises. The paid registration 
at the Pittsburgh meetings was 2712. 


At Detroit the meetings were advertised 
by a huge electric sign eighty-five feet 
long and thirty-five feet high, which oper- 
ated from twilight to midnight. In No- 
vember the convention meetings held in 
Winnipeg extended into forty-six towns 
in other parts of Manitoba. The regis- 
tration in Wichita, Kansas, from out- 
side places in Kansas and Oklahoma has 
been very large. America, the organ of 
the Jesuits in the United States, speaking 
of the Laymen’s Movement, says: “Un- 
less we now combine our energy and 
organize effectively for a strong mission 
propaganda, the most populous and in- 
tellectual mission countries of the world 
will, humanly speaking, fall under the 
influence of Protestantism.” 

A writer in the Churchman summarizes 
the giving of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church for 1915. Contributions to all 
causes were over twenty millions; those 
to foreign missions were $1,152,250. The 
amount of native contributions on the 
field itself is not indicated. This, with 
the American Baptists, amounted to the 
tremendous sum of $1,272,120 in addi- 
tion to more than two and a half millions 
contributed at home. The Presbyterian 
contributions to foreign missions are 
about four millions. The foreign mis- 


sion gifts of the bodies entered as Metho- 


dists are three and a half millions. In 
1915 American Protestants gave to for- 
eign missions $18,793,900 and their con- 
verts on the field, $4,541,982. In.1902 the 
amounts were $6,727,903 and $580,227 re- 
spectively, an increase of almost three- 
fold in the home contributions and of 
neatly sixfold in the field contributions. 
This does not include the contributions 
expended by Home Mission Boards for 
work in Mexico, Central America, the 
Philippines, Cuba, Porto Rico and other 
points. 

The Hungarian Baptist Church at New 
Brunswick, N. J., is having many acces- 
sions, there having been twenty-seven 
baptisms, while ten more have applied 
for church membership. ; 

The late Miss Grace Dodge left 
$1,500,000 by will to charity. The Y. W. 
C. A. received $700,000, the Teachers’ 
College of Columbia, $500,000. 


Religious Thought and Activity. 


In Mexico, the Church of Rome is sub- 
jected constantly to new restrictions. 
Thus the state of Tlaxcala has taken 
all elementary education out of its hands, 
abolished church schools, abolished cleri- 
cal dress, introduced civil marriage as 
the condition precedent to church mar- 
riage, forbidden church services during 
working hours on any day, reduced the 
number of churches, etc. There has been 
an epidemic of typhus in Mexico and the 
governor of the federal district (7.e., the 
City of Mexico) has ordered, as meas- 
ures preventative of its further spread, 
the prohibition of the use of all holy 
water fonts in the churches and the pro- 
hibition of the sale of pulque, the Mexi- 
can national alcoholic drink, in the dis- 
trict. Both these measures are un- 
doubtedly justified by considerations of 
hygiene as understood in our day. The 
former is probably prompted by hatred 
of the Roman Church as well as by the 
fear of the pestilence. 


The Preaching 
Mission of the 
Episcopal Church. 


Encouraging re- 
ports are coming in 
from the nation-wide 
Preaching Mission of 
the Episcopal Church. In Nevada eight 
day missions were carried on in Reno, 
Carson, Tonopah, Las Vegas, Sparks, 
Winnemucca, Elko, and Ely, with shorter 
missions in other places. The general 
theme of the missions was The Holy 
Spirit, and the daily topics were the Spirit 
of Christ, the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit 
of Love, the Spirit of Power, the Spirit 
of Prayer, the Spirit of Righteousness, 
and the Spirit of Life. Devotional meet- 
ings, not following the prayer book, were 
held. Bishop Beecher held meetings at 
the Iowa State College. Bishop Browne 
of Virginia in his meetings emphasized 
the great importance of the religious 
training of children and of family 
worship. Bishop Reece described the re- 
sults of his meetings in Southern Ohio 
as “Pentecostal.” The congregations in 
Fitchburg were larger than ever before. 
For weeks preceding the meetings, the 
parish was divided into districts and 
volunteers went out two by two to in- 
vite personally every household. During 
some weeks the rector of Christ Church 
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preached to employees, as they returned 
to their work in the mills at noon. 
The meetings were well advertised. 
They consisted of brief extemporaneous 
prayer, the singing of hymns by the con- 
gregation and formal instruction at the 
end of the service. Brooklyn Episcopal 
churches held joint meetings and adver- 
tised with a full-page advertisement the 
Saturday night before the mission. The 
three parishes at Erie combined with 
services at the cathedral, Rev. Father 
Walsh, a former Paulist Father, being 
the missioner. The rector of the Spartan- 
burg, S. C., church reports his people as 
“deeply stirred.” Similar reports are 
coming in from various parts of the 
country. 


A Christian There are about half a 
Monthly for million genuine Russians in 
Russians. the United States, served by 

a press which includes four 
dailies, together with several weeklies 
and monthlies. These publications are 
mostly of a subversive type and frankly 
anti-Christian. The leading Russian 
daily, which reaches 75,000 people 
throughout the country, has editorially 
announced that it would be willing to see 
saloons and other places of evil prosper, 
if only the Christian churches should dis- 
appear from the nation’s life. To 
counteract this type of journalism a 
Christian monthly has been started in 
New York by Mr. Julius Hecker, the 
head of the Russian Methodist Mission 
at the Church of All Nations. With 
great self-denial, Russian members of 
this church have raised $400 to start the 
enterprise. The publication already 
reaches Russian immigrants from Canada 
to South America and from the Atlantic 


to the Pacific. As Russians live in groups 


and have things in common, a paper 
sent to one address is read by up to ten 
persons on an average. Such a paper 
appears to be the cheapest agency for 
the evangelization of this class. It is 
probable that after the war there will 
be a large increase in Russian immigra- 
tion, since those whose homes have 
been destroyed in the extensive war 
zone will prefer to. emigrate rather than 
undertake rebuilding. 
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Mr. Raymond Robin’s 
meetings at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia have 
been wonderfully successful. For four 
days the students crowded to hear him 
in a manner wholly unprecedented. The 
meetings had to be adjourned to Cabell 
House, the largest building in the uni- 
versity. The law faculty and engineering 
school each gave him an hour of class 
time to lecture to their departments. 
His message was an attempt “to give a 
vital sense of the reality of Jesus Christ,” 
and 250 students subscribed to a promise 
to “seek in daily life, victory and fellow- 
ship in service with Jesus Christ as 
Master and Lord.” 


Evangelization 
Notes. 


At evangelistic meetings led by Mr. 
Scoville in Jefferson City, Missouri, two 
justices of the Supreme Court and the 
son of the governor were among the 
converts. 


Under the leadership of Mr. Paul Rader, 
pastor of the Moody Church in Chicago, 
a tabernacle for permanent evangeliza- 
tion has been erected at the corner of 
Clark Street and North Avenue. This 
seats 5300 people and is often filled. Mr. 
Rader is the son of a Methodist minister 
and a man of great power as a preacher. 
His years of early manhood were spent 
as a cowboy in the West. The Chicago 
Avenue Church has a Sunday school so 
large that the building will not accommo- 
date all the classes at once, so that a 
second service is necessary, as well as 
overflow classes in the adjoining build- 
ing. 


Mr. C. J. Balfe, better known as 
“Lucky Baldwin,” who was converted in 
the Jerry McAuley Mission six years ago, 
has charge of the Home of Hope on 
Wills Street, Chicago. The number of 
men reclaimed is astonishing. Some of 
them have been jailbirds. Many are 
now holding positions of trust. Mr. 
Balfe has twenty-eight converts who are 
doing active work as preachers in the 
underworld. He preaches regularly at 
the county jail and at the Joliet State 
Prison. His mother, a Roman Catholic, 
never ceased to pray for him in his 
earlier crooked years, and six years ago, 
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as he says, God “put a seal on his heart” 
in the McAuley Mission. 


Mr. Sherwood Eddy’s meetings in 
India are making a deep impression. 
While mass movements are shaking the 
understrata of Indian life, his appeal is 
directed to the middle classes. The city 
of Madras is reported as stirred as never 
before. The general meetings have been 
in most cases preceded by conferences of 
Christian workers for prayer and conse- 
cration. Thus at Nagercoil 400 Christian 
workers were gathered in from surround- 
ing villages. Bishop Azariah, the first 
Anglican bishop of Hindu birth, 
cooperated with Mr. Eddy in these pre- 
liminary conferences. At the Jaffa col- 
lege meetings fifty-eight students from 
Christian families and forty-eight Sivites 
accepted Christ. In Madras special ser- 
vices for women gathered over a thou- 
sand daily in a mission house. The 
general meetings here crowded the 
pandal with more than 3000 people. In 
Palamcottah also there were great audi- 
ences. During November and Decem- 
ber, evangelistic meetings were held by 
Mr. Eddy in Lahore and Lucknow. In 
December he conducted a mission to the 
Christians of the Syrian Church in West 
India. 


Recent Utterances Light is thrown on 


of Leading the present internal 
Episcopalians. situation of the Amer- 

ican Episcopal Church 
by the statements of representative 


leaders in that communion, Dr. Reiland, 
the rector of St. George’s, New York, 
says: 


“St. George’s Church has stood for a 
hundred years for evangelical Protes- 
tant Christianity and it has a peculiar 
right to protest against this ominous and 
Romanizing tendency in the Church, 
The laity should be warned that there is 
a Catholic party and that it is striving 
to devitalize the true Protestant char- 
acter of the Episcopal. Church. 

“We should use every means in our 
power to organize and prevent any further 
misrepresentation. We should insist that 
if our Catholic friends cannot stand our 
Protestant atmosphere they should move; 
we should make use of every opportunity 
to unite with other Protestant com- 
munions in the interests of spiritual 
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common sense, efficiency and economy 
at home and in the mission fields.” 


Mr. Francis Lynde Stetson, a leading 
layman in New York, remarks: 


“The old-time consideration of the clergy 
as a separate and exclusive body in matters 
of importance to the whole Church is one 
of the reasons for discontent or indiffer- 
ence on the part of the laity. ... . If 
I really believed, as I do not, that our 
branch of the Christian Church were con- 
cerned principally [with certain second- 
ary matters], I should feel that the real 
ministers and stewards of the mysteries 
of Jesus Christ should be sought in the 
Salvation Army or other bodies engaged 
. . . . in turning the hearts of the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just and in 
seeking the salvation of souls and of 
debased humanity, rather than the careful 
definition of ecclesiastical claims and the 
repulsion of any worker in the vineyard 
of the Lord because of his different call- 
ing. The emphasis laid upon the aloof- 
ness from our Protestant brethren is con- 
fusing and disturbing our laymen, full of 
zeal and given to good works.” 

Dr. S. D. McConnell, writing in the 
Churchman, says: 

“T have no faith whatever in the schemes 
devised and launched by [the clergy]— 
Quadrilaterals, Conferences, Commissions 
of Faith and Order. It is true that the 
-clergy, when they meet to confer about this 
matter, always declare fervently and quite 
honestly their wish that ‘they all may be 
one. But in the back of their minds is 
always the question ‘Which one?’ Let the 
discussion of Church unity start from what 
point it may, it always fetches up against 
the question of the ministry. Indeed, that 
is the whole question..... I think fifty 
laymen could be named from the Protes- 
tant churches, who, if brought together, 
could and might start a movement which 
would respectfully but firmly push aside 
the real obstruction and compel reunion.” 


The Society’s agents re- 
Bible Society’s port a new interest in 
Report. Bible study. This is ex- 

plained in various ways, 
but all agree that the European war and its 
horrors have, by sobering men’s thoughts, 
led them increasingly to the Scriptures. It 
will come as a surprise to Americans to learn 
from a report of one agency that “the only 
live auxiliary societies are those connected 
with the Welsh churches.” These Welsh 
auxiliaries are in Pennsylvania, Vermont, 
New York, Ohio, Minnesota, Nebraska. 
“Their zeal in supporting the Bible Society 
gives one suggestions of what it would 
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mean if the great body of American Chris- 
tians were as loyal in their interest and as 
generous in their gifts’ as the Welsh- 
Americans. One of the active workers 
among the Italians of New York is the 
Rev. Mr. Riggio. His method of family 
visitation is to go down one side of the 
street from house to house, proceeding 
from bottom to top of the first tenement, 
up onto the roof and so down into the ad- 
joining tenement which he visits from top 
to bottom. So thoroughly has his work 
been done that he is able to report that, in a 
given district over a mile long and perhaps 
a third of a mile wide, there is not, in his 
judgment, a single house in which may not 
be found at least two or three Italian Gos- 
pels. In one barber shop twenty-six 
Italian Testaments were sold in one hour, 
while in a month’s time, he and his helpers 
sold 2300 Gospels from house to house and 
in the streets. This distribution is begin- 
ning to tell in the attitude of the com- 
munity. A unique work has been carried 
on among the Mexican Federals interned 
in Texas. These soldiers preferred sur- 
rendering to the United States to falling 
into the hands of their Constitutionalist 
opponents. Two thousand men and almost 
as many women and children are kept in a 
large wire-fenced enclosure near the en- 
campment at Fort Bliss. At home they 
scorn the colporteur; in captivity they have 
received and read 1800 copies of the 
Scriptures. 

One sentence of the report is worth not- 
ing: “Nothing has so quickened our faith 
and refreshed our souls during the year as 
the voluntary offer of so many busy pastors, 
deaconesses, missionaries, and S. S. secre- 
taries to circulate Scriptures without pay.” 


We have referred to the 
Living Link system of mis- 
sionary support which has been developed 
in the churches of the Disciples of Christ. 
The individual church backs its own mis- 
sionary abroad and the relation has had a 
very valuable reaction upon the home base. 
Various pastors report in the following 
words: “Our Living Link is just as much 
a means of grace as prayer, Bible reading, 
or church attendance.” “The Living Link 
plan has proved a mighty asset to the 
Central Church.” “Our Living Link re- 
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lation is one of the joys of our whole 
church life.” “Twelve years ago our church 
sent out its first missionary. We now have 
three.” “Living Link missionaries mean 
living missionary churches. Life must 
touch life to produce life.” ‘We raise twice 
as much money as we would otherwise 
when the people know the worker.” “The 
Living Link plan is, without question, the 
ideal method in missionary work.” “In 
assuming this relation I feel that our 
church here has been born again into a 
fuller, richer life in Christ.” 

The statistics of contributions are very 
striking. There are 162 Living Link 
churches in this denomination. Of the 
$141,000 donated by the whole church, 
$70,000 comes from the Living Link 
churches.. The same 162 churches gave 
more than half the total contributions for 
Home Missions as well and nearly half the 
total amount contributed for church ex- 
tension. Thus these few churches gave 
all out of proportion, not only to foreign 
missions but to all other causes, in fact, 
shouldered a good half of the obligations 
of a denomination of over a million com- 
municants. 


The Green We referred in the pre- 
Hill Outside ceding number of the REecorp 
a City Wall. or CuristiAN Work to the 


shooting range which Ger- 
mans and Turks had set up on the Gol- 
gotha outside the walls of Jerusalem. Pro- 
fessor Westphal makes, in Le Christianisme 
au XX Siécle, various comments upon this 
action. One would judge that international 
jealousy had considerable to do with it. 


“This Golgotha was discovered by an 
Englishman, accredited by English arche- 
ologists. The researches were made by an 
English society for the exploration of Pal- 
estine. The Germans have always found 
this out of place. The German theologian 
who drew my attention to the Golgotha was 
almost won to the theory, but what em- 
barrassed him visibly was the notice in 
English placed over the entrance of what 
was perhaps the garden of Joseph of 
Arimathea. This he found, as did his com- 
panions, indiscreet, almost insolent—this 
entrance of England into the question of 
the Holy Places. I went into the German 
monastery of St. Paul, built at the foot of 
the hill of the new Golgotha, thinking to 
get information. But the venerable father 
with gold spectacles stopped me from the 
first words with, ‘It is nothing at all, only 
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an English trick to attract attention and 
make money; a British swindle.’ 

“T entered the little garden where the 
new Holy Sepulcher is. Near the entrance 
was a table with a few photographs. A 
little further stood the modest cottage of 
the young English archeologist who was 
charged with the care of the sacred place. 
He received me in the simplest way in the 
world, explaining everything to me and 
putting his maps at my disposal. When he 
dismissed me it was without taking the 
modest entrance fee. That was how I was 
exploited by the English at their Golgotha. 

“Further beyond the hill of the new 
Calvary (which is really in my judgment the 
true Calvary) is to be found the great 
possession of the (French) Dominicans, 
the Convent of St. Stephen with its treas- 
ures, its mosaics of the time of Eudoxia, 
its old Christian tombs of the first century, 
the ruins of the Church of the Resurrec- 
tion; also the Practical School of Biblical 
Studies founded by Pére Lagrange, one of 
the glories of French science in the Orient. 

“This corner of Anglo-French ground 
holds clearly enough many interesting 
things, sufficient in themselves to justify 
its choice for the organization of a German- 
Turkish artillery practice ground. 

“But what will remain of all the treasures 
north of the Damascus gate when the tar- 
get practice is over? One knows what 
Turkish and German scruples are worth 
when it is a question of venerable buildings. 
May God Who has protected the Holy Hill 
during the terrible conflicts of Christians 
and Mohammedans protect it once more 
against the combined efforts of the succes- 
sors of Saladin and of the sons of Bar- 
barossa!” ; 


In the The Italian government has 
Italian appointed three Waldensian pastors 
Army. army chaplains, with the rank of 
captain. This-is a unique occur- 

rence in Italian history. The Waldensians, 
because of their superior education, are 
furnishing a disproportionate number of 
officers to the army, promotions among 
them being exceptionally rapid. More than 
a hundred thousand portions of Scripture 
have been distributed by a Waldensian 
committee. Three thousand soldiers who 
have received Gospels have written for 
sécond copies, having given their own away. 
Pastor Rochat calls attention to a manual 
for Italian soldiers now being circulated in 
the Italian army which, in contrast to “The 
Gospel in the Field” by Father Geroni and 
“The Soldier’s Psalter’ by Mgr. Veluti- 
Zati, breathes rather the spirit of recent 
utterances of the sovereign: Pontiff. In 
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Article twenty-seven of its catechism it 
reads: 

“What are they, all those churches which 
call themselves Christian—the Evangelical, 
the Methodist, the Lutheran, the Anglican, 
the Waldensian churches? ‘They are all 
false and lying churches invented by per- 
verse, corrupt, rebellious and arrogant. men. 
In short, they are all synagogues of Satan 
which should be cursed and _ avoided. 
Avoid, then, entering any of their social 
centers which do not bear clearly the 
Catholic name. Avoid the books (i.e., 
Gospels) which are given away without 
charge, and if ever they fall into your 
hands tear them in pieces.” 


A Parallel, While the German gov- 
ernment is engaged in what 
is perhaps the wickedest enterprise in 
modern times scarce a word of protest 
comes from the German people. them- 
selves. The whole nation seems to be 
taken with a strange delusion of self- 
righteousness. One finds illustration of 
this at every point, and not the least so 
in the religious press. The leading 
church weekly of Germany, the Alig. 
Luth. Evang. Kirchen Zeitung, prints a 
parallel between the experiences of the 
German nation in 1914-15 and our Lord’s 
‘passion, which recalls the pathological 
misuse of religious symbols and ideas in 
French decadent literature. The article 
opens with the words of 4 Kempis, “No 
one feels the sufferings of Christ so 
deeply as he who has passed through 
similar sufferings.” “Germany is the suf- 
fering servant who must bear the sins of 
many, for it is very clear that we fight 
for the continuance of -genuine Chris- 
tianity.” As Israel was the earlier type 
of Christ so Germany is the succeeding 
one. On the other hand all the figures 
of the Saviour’s tragical trial and death- 
day reappear in the present world con- 
flict. “The types are so clear that no 
one can mistake the resemblance. The 
Tsar plays the sad réle of Pilate acting 
against better knowledge and conscience, 
surrendering the innocent in anxious 
fear lest he lose his own power. Servia 
is Barabbas who has committed a mur- 
der. Vain and frivolous France recalls 
the picture of Herod Antipas. Autocratic, 
orthodox Russia and atheist, republican 
France are made friends as the two rulers 
of Christ’s day. The active agent in 
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Christ’s passion was the Sanhedrin. The 
evangelical story repeatedly affirms that 
it sought Jesus’ death out of envy. Is 
there aught else save envy which has 
made England the driving force in this 
war upon Germany?” The writer then 
indulges in characteristic flings at Eng- 
lish Sabbath-keeping, “mission  fanati- 
cism,” and general Pharisaism. The 
power of the Sanhedrin was exerted 
over the Jews of the Dispersion as Eng- 
land’s over her over-seas colonies. In 
the United States the writer sees Judas, 
the great betrayer, and quotes the words 
of Ezek. xxii. 12, “They have taken gifts to 
shed blood; thou hast greedily gained 
of thy neighbours by extortion.” The 
thirty pieces of silver has become thirty 


milliards. The false witnesses are the 
international press and _ telegraph 
agencies. The students and musicians 


who warmed themselves at German uni- 
versities and conservatories and who 
now “deny” Germany, figure as Peter. 
Also the poor little Waldensian Church 
to which, it seems, German Protestants 
formerly made contributions. 

“The penitent thief who redeemed a 
bad past by a good deed in his last hours 
and who suffered the same sorrow as 
the Lord is the type of the Turkish 
people who now put to shame the Chris- 
tianity of Europe,”—“apart from the 
Germans,” the writer is careful to ex- 
plain. The publication of this paragraph 
in cold type in a Christian paper in the 
period of the worst excesses which Turk- 
ish anti-Christian fanaticism has ever 
perpetrated gives a pretty good measure 
of the moral and intellectual aberration 
into which German Christianity has 
fallen. There are other parallels, some 
trivial, where Sven Hedin is compared 
with the centurion at the Cross; others 
blasphemous, in which the dry period 
preceding the last German harvest is 
related to the “I thirst” of Christ. 


After Belgium, Po- 
and Servia,— 


The White Wolf 
of Europe and His land, 
Last Victims. Armenia. Here ~~ is 

the true martyr 
people filling up that which remains of 
the sufferings of Christ. And her agony 
has nothing to do with markets, or col- 
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onies, or “place in the sun” or “will to 
power” but has been brought on her 
solely by her loyalty to the Cross of 
Christ. Armenia’s fate is well known in 
present-day Germany. We read, for ex- 
ample, the following ina leading German 
missionary publication. “In Haftewan 
and Salmast 850 bodies have been taken 
out of the wells and cisterns alone— 
every one headless. Why? Because the 
commander-in-chief had offered a sum of 
money for every Christian head. The 
wells are filled with Christian blood. 
From Haftewan alone over 500 women 
and children have been handed over to 
the Kurds. One can imagine their fate.” 
The Germans are a disciplined people. 
This they tell us constantly and with 
pride. It were well if they were not so 
completely so; if undisciplined voices of 
protest could be heard against the evil 
courses of their government. We have 
listened in vain for some prophetic de- 
nunciation of the “Holy War” which that 
government has set in motion. Not a 
whisper in behalf of an innocent people 
enduring the most frightful hecatomb in 
history! Fourteen thousand men, women, 
and children have been drowned at Trebi- 
zond in the Black Sea. Little Armenian 
boys and girls are sold at the price of 
two dollars each for the satisfaction of 
Moslem lust; scores of thousands have 
been driven on foot, weary and fainting 
into distant desert regions to perish. 
“Never in my life have I seen such suf- 
fering,” writes Tolstoy’s daughter Alex- 
andra, who is serving with the Red Cross 
near the border. Some of the refugees 
in her hospital had their hands and feet 
cut off. It is impossible that the Turkish 
government whose military power is con- 
trolled by German hands could do these 
things without German connivance. 
Three centuries ago there was a man 
named Cromwell. When Romish cut- 
throats were massacring the Protestants 
of the Italian valleys he deftly grasped 
the levers of diplomacy and the thing 
stopped quickly enough. Then he 
ordered a collection in all England for 
the survivors. It would seem that the 
President of the United States were not 
less powerful in our day than the Pro- 
tector in his. One could think of vari- 
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ous expedients by which telegraphic 
orders might have been started from 
Berlin to Constantinople and the dripping 
scimiter stayed. Worse than nothing has 
been the feeble protest to Turkey. 

Meanwhile Americans should see to 
it that oil and wine be not lacking for 
binding up this new wound in Christ’s 
gaping side. The office of the American 
Armenian Relief Fund is in the United 
Charities Building, Fourth Ave. New 
York. 


A fine tribute to the 
English Quakers is to be 
found in the French publi- 
cation Lectures pour Tous. When the 
mobilization of war was ordered the Friends 
began their mobilization of peace. In 1870 
they had won the confidence of the French 
authorities by their admirable philanthropy, 
their relief of the wounded, their distri- 
bution of food and clothing to the needy. 
The government in 1915 remembered the 
earlier activities and gave them every 
authorization for their enterprise of the 
present day. Great automobiles were 
bought and transformed into traveling 
ambulances and pharmacies. Others were — 
loaded with clothing and provisions. In 
the second week of August these were al- 
ready circulating about the roads of Bel- 
gium and of Northern France, succoring 
the fugitives, gathering up the footsore 
women and children, feeding the hungry. 
Often their occupants were arrested as 
spies. One family of Quakers—father, 
mother, two sons and two daughters had 
established at Amiens a depot of provisions 
and clothing from whence two automobiles, 
driven by the four younger persons, worked 
for the relief of the departments of the 
North and the Pas-de-Calais. Between 
the 25th of August and the 25th of Septem- 
ber two of the young people were arrested 
seven times; those on the other autotrucks 
twelve times. Yet in these thirty days they 
distributed 3000 blankets, 8000 shirts, 5000 
pairs of stockings, 4000 shoes, many tons 
of. bread, sugar and other provisions. On 
return journeys this same family in the 
same month picked up and brought into 
safety 287 wounded soldiers and a hundred 
women and children. 

Now the Quakers are at work erecting 


Pouring in 
Oil and Wine. 
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temporary homes in the region ravaged by 
the German invasion. They are setting 
these up with their own hands and winning 
thereby the hearts of the people. 


“Go to Lermaize, Maurupt, Revigny,” 
says Lectures pour Tous, “those villages to 
which our soldiers’ valor has given an im- 
mortal renown. Speak to the poor people 
whose love of the village bell has brought 
them back to their ruined homes and ask 
what they think of the Quakers. 

“They will speak of them with tenderness 
as of devoted big brothers who bind up 
their wounds. They will show you, with 
hands trembling with emotion, carpenters 
perched on the roof of an unfinished house, 
mesons occupied with replastering a ruined 
wall. 

“And. you will salute with a low bow 
these masons and carpenters in their work- 
ing garments, these English Quakers who 
nobly prove that the term, Society of 
Friends, is no vain theoretical formula.” 


The Tribute of 
a Freethinkex. 


La Guerre Sociale is 
the organ of M. Gaston 
Hervé, a freethinker, anti- 
clerical, and revolutionist. It is worth 
noticing how just an appreciation of the 
true evangelical spirit a man of these 
opinions can have. He is writing of Miss 
_ Cavell and uses the following terms: 


“They call her Joan of Arc. What a 
mistake! She was naught but a little ser- 
vant of Christ. To repair evil, not to 
chastise it (was her aim). In prison, when 
taking the last communion, she abjured all 
sentiment of hatred for her sneering ex- 
ecutioners outside. She thanked God for 
the six weeks of rest (in prison). And in 
the dark hours of early morning by the 
sinister light of a lantern, when she 
stumbled toward the platoon, she murmured 
‘Abide with Me.’ Then, as her Master at 
the moment of death, she was overcome, 
swooning: His, the lance thrust in the side; 
hers, the revolver shot in the temple. 

“Oh, if at that moment she had been able 
to foresee the immense glory of the mor- 
row—her king and queen at the funeral 
service in St. Paul’s; 50,000 persons in Traf- 
algar Square; volunteers rushing to the 
flag, a regiment taking her name; in France, 
the president of our parliamentary Cham- 
bers saluting her from the tribune as a dead 
queen; the contagion of anger and adora- 
tion passing from country to’ country 
around the earth—if she had been able to 
see all this, with what joyous steps would 
she have hastened to the execution. 

“But it was better that she should not 
know, in order that her merit might be 
more complete, and that she should better 
resemble her Divine Master, sweating 
anguish under the olive trees.” 
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From a L’Essor reprints a touching 
Christian letter from an Armenian now 
Martyr. in Asia Minor. 


“God can still shut the mouths of 
lions,” he says. “Do you realize that He 
has truly done this during many years? 
We now understand how great a miracle it 
is that our nation should have survived so 
many years in the midst of a people like 
the Turks. Into what demons can men 
change themselves! I fear they are plan- 
ning to kill some of us, to starve others, to 
drive the rest into the desert. So I have 
little hope of seeing you again in this world. 
But do not doubt that I will do all possible 
to encourage others to die bravely and may 
God aid me to die as a Christian. May 
this land see that if we cannot live longer 
as men, we can die as men! And may many 
die as men of God! 

“May the Lord pardon this (Mohamme- 
dan) people their sin! They sin through 
ignorance. May the Armenians by their 
death be able to show forth the life of 
Jesus, since they cannot render testimony 
with their lives! 

“My great desire is to see an Ali, an 
Osmen, a Mohammed, transformed into a 
minister of Christ. May we soon see 
many Moslems become followers of Christ! 

“And may this war soon end that the 
Moslems may be saved from their cruelty. 
For day by day they become more de- 
moniac and their character is degraded by 
the tortures which they impose on their 
victims. 

“Our expectation is in God, out of love to 
Moslem no less than to Armenian. May 
He soon manifest Himself!” 


Mr. E. M. Mossom, 
a Manchester, England, 
cloth merchant, has left 
by will $750,000 to the Salvation Army. 

The war threatens at various points 
the very existence of Roman Catholic 
foreign missions. France has always 
been the chief recruiting ground for 
missionaries. The separation of Church 
and State, with the attendant dissolution 
of the monastic orders, had earlier cut 
deeply into the mission personnel. In 
1903 there were 324 volunteers for mis- 
sion life in training; in 1905, 237; in 1910, 
150; in 1913, 112; in 1915, 11. In 1906 
there were 1384 missionaries associated 
with the Missions étrangéres of Paris; in 
1913, 1355. Two hundred of these were 
summoned home in 1914 to defend 
France. Other French Catholic socie- 
ties are going through the same ex- 
perience. From Beirut alone 350 Ro- 
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manist missionaries have returned to 
France. The extensive Roman Catholic 
missions in Asia Minor have, with the 
exile of their entire force, practically col- 
lapsed for the time being. France has 
for some time past found it difficult to 
man her home churches, to say nothing 
of sending priests abroad. The fact that 
25,000 priests are fighting in the French 
armies, and in many cases giving their 
lives for their country, will not make it 
easier to fill up the ranks of the mission- 
ary priesthood later. Roman Catholic 
missionary finance is also greatly affected 
by the national crisis in France and 
Belgium. The Belgian Catholic missions 
on the Congo are being obliged to re- 
trench on every hand and German Catho- 
lic missions are suffering as much, if not 
more, than German Protestant. 

With the entrance of the Germans into 
Warsaw the beershops were directly re- 
opened. Rumors that plans were under 
way to end vodka prohibition as well, 
called forth an immediate protest from 
the Citizens’ Committee, representing the 
provisional government of the city. This 
protest emphasized the hygienic, eco- 
nomic and social blessings which had 
come to the city from the period of pro- 
hibition and warned the German govern- 
ment of the ruin which the suspension of 
prohibition would mean to the impover- 
ished and afflicted people of Poland. 

Benedict XV finds the presence of 
Protestants in Rome as disturbing as his 
predecessors have found it. Speaking 
before the Society of Work for the Pres- 
ervation of the Faith, he describes the 
Waldensians, American Methodists and 
other Christians as “emissaries of Satan, 
erecting churches in which the true wor- 
ship of God is not rendered; persons who 
establish pestilential pulpits, spreading 
error among the people, scattering lies 
and calumny by the handful against the 
Catholic religion and its ministers,” and 
much more. The most interesting part 
of this address is that in which the Pope 
refers to religious toleration in Rome as 
enforced by the civil power. “Who 
would not deplore the damage which 
would result to the holy city and the 
scandal which would be thrown over the 
whole world, if Luther and Calvin,should 
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succeed in planting their tabernacles per- 
manently in the city of the popes? We 
must preserve our brethren’s faith and 
hinder this wicked theft of their belief.” 
A writer in the Corriere Livornese perti- 
nently remarks that, in view of the in- 
trigues which are going on to give the 
present pope a part in the peace negotia- 
tions at the end of the war, a man of 
this temper and opinion is not likely to 
be acceptable to or accepted by Protes- 
tant and Russian Orthodox nations as 
participant in the final council for the 
settlement of European peace. 


The death of M. Ernest Haug of the 
Paris Mission on the French Congo re- 
moves a Christian worker, who had made 
remarkable contributions to the study of 
the fauna and flora of the Gabon country, 
as well as to geographical research. 
The lieutenant-governor described him 
in a letter of condolence as one in whom 
the colony “had lost a precious force.” 
The blacks gave their own peculiar 
tribute of affection to their dead teacher. 

“All through the night they arrived in 
canoes from great distances, entire vil- 
lages with women and children ‘to bring 
their hearts to the tomb of him who was 
as_a mother.’ They stood about the 
coffin, an immense multitude, weeping 
silently, contrary to their custom, im- 
mobile, downcast. Some women were 
on their knees chanting softly the praises 
of the dead. Crowds were present from 
the Lakes and from the whole of the 
Ogowe region, passing _ through the 
mortuary chamber, weeping in silence, 
exhausted by their rapid rowing and by 
their grief.” 

Bishop Gore of Oxford in lectures at 
the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
calls attention to the “cheapening of 
church membership.’ The moral de- 
mand of Christianity is possible, he in- 
sists, only for the really converted. “We 
must prefer reality to numbers.” The 
current practice of baptizing infants in- 
discriminately he describes as having 
produced “disastrous results.” 

The War Relief Clearing House ap- 
peals for continued help for the wounded 
of Europe. It asks that contributions of 
cotton, both absorbent and non-absorb- 
ent, be sent prepaid to 150 Bank Street, 
New York, and funds for the purchase of 
cotton to 40 Wall Street. 
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“It seems an awful detail,” writes their 
agent in Paris, “to have to record, but 
it 1s true that there were never so many 
bleeding men as there are to-day and 
the United States is the storehouse of 
cotton. All sorts of devices have to be 
resorted to here for substitutes, but noth- 
ing, as you know, is as good as cotton 
in dressing wounds.” 


The preliminary task of setting up the 
Panama Congress, as seen by Delavan L. 
Pierson at Garden City, is an achievement 
in itself. Under the able leadership of Dr. 
John R. Mott, final arrangements were per- 
fected and reports of eight commissions, 
representing more than a year of energetic 
and efficient labor, were carefully edited. 
Doctrinal questions were discussed and de- 
cided without friction or unworthy compro- 


mise. The difference in national view- 
points, regarding church organization, 
church worship, government and _ self- 


support, presented another difficulty. Here 
again the earnest desire to see each other’s 
viewpoint and to reach an agreement 
brought the desired result. 

Christian Woman Suffrage is acknowl- 
edged in the Panama Congress. The Com- 
mission on “Woman’s Work” contains 
’ twenty-seven women leaders from North 
and South America, Mexico, Porto Rico 
and Great Britain and their report is a bril- 
liant presentation of the needs and progress 
of work for our sisters in Latin America. 
Even a mild criticism of some features was 
referred to as an attempt to “paint the 
lily.” Other reports such as those on 
“Luxury and Occupation,” “Education” and 
“Literature” also present information which 
is of unusual value from every standpoint 
—secular and religious. Together the re- 
ports offer a unique contribution to our 
knowledge of Latin America. With what 
infinite care these commission reports are 
being prepared may be judged from the 
fact that they have all been sent in advance 
to each of the two hundred and fifteen 
commissioners and to many missionaries 
and others for their criticism and sugges- 
tions. They were then gone over one by 
one with extreme care at Garden City to 
discover any bombs or weaknesses that had 
escaped the eagle eyes of the editorial com- 
mittee. After much revision these reports 
_are to be printed for temporary use at 
Panama and after further discussion and 
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amendment will be printed in permanent 
volumes as an authoritative library and a 
presentation of ideals for all Christian work 
in Latin America. 

The personnel of the Conference in Gar- 
den City was interesting and impressive. 
Besides the chairman some of the outstand- 
ing missionary secretaries and leaders in 
the discussion were Dr. W. F. Oldham, 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments and Secretary of the Methodist 
Board of Foreign Missions, Rev. Lemuel 
Call Barnes, D. D., of the American Bap- 
tist Board of Home Missions, Dr. Arthur 
J. Brown, of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions, Dr. Charles L. Thomp- 
son, of the Presbyterian Board of Home 
Missions, and Bishop Arthur S. Lloyd of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. Among 
the women members who added their valu- 
able counsel were Miss Belle H. Bennett, 
President of the Woman’s Missionary 
Council of the M. E. Church (South), 
Mrs. Ida W. Harrison, LL. D., vice presi- 
dent of the Christian Woman’s Board of 
Missions, and Miss Spencer of the Inter- 
national Y. W. C. A. 

Because of the wide interest awakened in 
North and South America, together with 
the present popularity of Panama as a 
winter resort, it is impossible to accommo- 
date there all who wish to attend the Con- 
gress. This has necessitated a strict limita- 
tion of the number of delegates to four 
hundred. At the Congress admission to 
the daily meetings will be by tickets to 
delegates only. The evening sessions will 
be of a popular character and great themes 
will be presented by Christian men and 
women of international reputation—both 
North Americans and Latin Americans. 

The missionaries of Latin America look 
for a new era of codperation and power as 
a result of the earnest thought and prayer 
that are being devoted to these people and 
the problems so often overlooked and neg- 
lected. Each of the commissions and all 
of the workers have voiced the general 
conviction that these councils are of God 
and cannot be overthrown. The great com- 
mission of our Lord still includes Latin 
America, since there are in those lands to- 
day millions of men, women and children 
who are ignorant of the Gospel of Christ 
and its regenerating power. 
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Buddhism in Ceylon has, in late years, 
been strengthening rather than weaken- 
ing as in other lands. Hundreds of Bud- 
dhist vernacular schools for boys have 
been established in the island and many 
higher schools with instruction in Eng- 
lish, The practice of pilgrimage is 
carried on with zeal. There has sprung 
up an honorable and useful Buddhist 
agitation for abstinence from alcohol. 
Whereas, formerly, Singhalese were 
ashamed of their Buddhism, this is no 
longer the case. There are various rea- 
sons given in explanation of this renas- 
cence of Buddhism. In the Portuguese 
period in Ceylon Buddhists were made 
Romanists by compulsion. Under the 
Dutch government they were inveigled 
into Christianity by gifts of honors and 
emoluments. Even under the British 
rule there was, up to 1866, no way to 
register the birth of a child except by 
bringing it to baptism. Now these en- 
ticements and advantages have fallen 
away, leaving Buddhists more inclined 
to abide in their inherited religious faith. 
Further, a reviving national conscious- 
ness has carried with it a revival of the 
indigenous religion. Western names 
once borrowed have been dropped in 
favor of Oriental; Western dress has 
given way to Eastern and every effort 
is made to preserve Oriental ideas and 
customs against the continuous pressure 
of internationalism. Hence the recru- 
descence of Buddhism, among other 
things. 


Mr. Lambotte, the Missionary to the 
Belgian Protestants on the Congo, is 
working successfully at Yakussu. The 
church there has 1200 members. It 
supports 120 paid teachers, together with 
a number of unpaid ones. The paid re- 
ceive not more than three francs a 
month, which does not cover the cost of 
their food. Thus they too are practically 
volunteers. And some of these actually 
pay back into the church treasury more 
than they receive. There is much Roman 
Catholic opposition, but the government 
officials are friendly and even protect 


Protestant workers from clerical perse- 
cution. The Yakussu Mission makes it a 
point not to place their teachers in vil- 
lages provided with a Roman Catholic 
teacher. As a consequence many villages 
request the Romanist teacher to leave, in 
order that they may get an evangelical 
one instead. An attack by a priest upon 
the Grenfell, a mission steamer, was ob- 
served by two government officials. The 
missionaries made no complaint what- 
ever, but the officials took the matter up 
and the priest had to leave the country. 
Mr. Mills, who is engaged in medical 
work at Yakussu, has received a com- 
plete medical equipment from the gov- 
ernment for the prosecution of his work; 
also a free pass on all government 
steamers, to enable him to visit wile 
on either bank of the river. 

It is interesting to learn that the 
English Baptist Mission on the Congo 


has sold its large steamer Endeavor 
on the ground that it is no longer 
needed. In the Leopoldine days the 


government discouraged the development 
of river navigation save by official agen- 
cies. With the accession of King Albert 
to the Belgian throne, private companies 
were encouraged to launch steamers. 
This they have done on a large scale and 
many of their ships are on a par with 
smaller ocean-going steamers. For this 
reason the missionary societies feel it 
no longer necessary to provide their own 
transportation to the extent hitherto re- 
quired. Parallel with these changes 
have gone those which the mission has 
wrought. Christian blacks taken into 
unevangelized regions are often unable 
to believe that only a generation ago, 
when Stanley’s canoes came down the 
river, their own villages were as de- 
graded and barbarous as these of hea- 
thenism. 


Among China’s Leaders. The Student 
Christian Movement is bringing into the 
Christian life many young men of in- 
fluence in China. One of the foremost 
educators, Mr. Chang Po Ling of the 
Nankai Middle School in Tientsin, was 
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converted when a student in the Naval 
College. In the six years of his Chris- 
tian life he has brought hundreds of the 
student class to Christ. Among these 
are the president of a large medical 
college and two sons of a former min- 
ister of: education. Through him the 
church has now direct access to almost 
the whole student body in Tientsin. The 
church which he helped to organize is 
literally packed with students at its 
Sunday service. The vice-minister of 
agriculture and industry, Hon. Chin 
Pang Ping, attended Y. M. C. A. Bible 
classes when a student in Japan. He 
was so much impressed with the life of 
Jesus and the force of His teachings, that 
he determined to become a follower of 
the Lord, before he accepted the repeated 
call of the President to proceed to 
Peking for official appointment. In the 
same Bible class was the owner of one 
of the largest cotton mills in Shanghai, 
Mr. C. C. Nieh, a son of Governor Nieh 
and grandson of the famous soldier- 
statesman who suppressed the Taiping 
Rebellion. His is the first family of the 
province of Hunan. Mr. Nieh was at- 
tracted to Christianity through the work 
of the Shanghai Y. M. C. A. Early this 
spring he, together with his mother and 
wife, was baptized. In Hangchow the 
commissioner of foreign affairs, Hon. 
Wen Shih-tsen, provides a further strik- 
ing example of what the Student Move- 
ment has been accomplishing. Mr. Wen 
is the right-hand man of the young, able 
and progressive military governor of 
Chekiang, General Chu Jui. They to- 
gether have helped to keep Chekiang at 
the top notch among the most progres- 
sive provinces of the country. When 
Hangchow was entered by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association the com- 
missioner was at once attracted to it. 
Mr. Eddy’s evangelistic meetings swept 
him into the Kingdom. He has been a 
bold witness for Jesus Christ ever since 
his own baptism. 

Young Men’s Christian Associations 
have been organized or are being organ- 
ized in sixteen of the twenty-two pro- 
vincial capitals and in a dozen of the 
large cities of the country other than 
these capitals, such as Shanghai, Tientsin, 
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and Hankow. These Associations are 
largely patronized by the student and 
gentry classes. There are also 126 
Student Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions organized in educational institu- 
tions, with a membership of over 15,000 
students in fifteen different provinces. 


Mr. Irwin, the Bible Society’s agent in 
Siam, has had his heart opened for the 
blind in that country. These are very 
numerous, perhaps one to four hundred 
of the population, the victims of unsani- 
tary living, aimless beggars wandering 
about street and: temple and highway. 
Contact with a little blind girl, who had 
been adopted into a Christian family, 
a winsome, intelligent body with a head 
full of memorized Scripture, led Mr. 
Irwin to register a vow that she and 
other blind should have a chance to learn 
to read. 


“T knew nothing at all about the 
systems of writing for the blind and 
secured my first information from a little 
book picked up in Hongkong on my way 
home to attend the Bible Congress at 
the Panama-Pacific Exposition. In the 
month between Hongkong and San Fran- 
cisco I worked out a system of Braille 
dots and during the summer, with the 
help of Professors Bradly and Fryer of 
the University of California, and Pro- 
fessor Perry (himself blind) of the State 
Institute for the Blind and Deaf, and 
his wife, it has been much improved. 
Dr. and Mrs. Perry are thoroughly in- 
terested in this work and they have given 
a great amount of time and thought to 
the system. They are now stereotyping 
and duplicating a Braille primer and first 
lessons and selections from the Gospels. 
The Braille writer is such a simple 
little machine that a bright Siamese will 
be able to use it with a very little in- 
struction.. For this reason we shall not 
print books at present but depend on the 
Braille writing machines to do all the 
printing needed until the system is 


thoroughly tested and perfected. The 
cost will be insignificant.” 
Evangelization in Seoul. The Rev. 


Chas. A. Clark, Presbyterian missionary 
in Korea, sends us a photograph of the 
tabernacle, which has been erected in 
Seoul for the evangelization of the 
crowds attending the government ex- 
position. 


“The authorities are bringing the 
people to this exposition by thousands 
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EVANGELISTIC HALL AT EXPOSITION IN SEOUL, KOREA. 


(one for every ten houses in the nearest 
provinces). The result is that the city 
is full of people. The third of the taber- 
nacle on the right-hand side is for 
Korean preaching; the third to the left 
for Japanese, and the center for overflow 
meetings and for a movie with Bible 
pictures which runs between five and six 
and nine and ten p.m. There is a con- 
tinual stream of people coming and go- 
ing. The inquiry rooms at the back are 
crowded all day long. In one week over 
2000 persons from all over Korea gave 
their addresses as wanting to be Chris- 
tians. Two secretaries are busy con- 
tinually filing names and mailing them to 
pastors all over Korea. About forty 
volunteer workers are on duty all the 
time for twelve hours daily. There are 
no paid preachers. Before the exposi- 
tion’s fifty days have run out, more than 
10,000 will have taken their first step 
towards Christ. This gives a wide oppor- 
tunity for follow-up campaigns by the 
local pastorate. Two men with whom I 
talked promised to start churches at once 
in their own homes in the country. For 
months to come the tabernacle and its 
message will be spoken of in tens of 
thousands of homes. As a unifier of the 
work the meetings have been worth 
while. Every name is sent to the nearest 
church, whatever the denomination. 
Both of the new prospective churches 
that I have mentioned will be in terri- 
tory of missions other than my own. 
The work is one as He is one.” 


Brief Mission Notes. The Presbyter- 
ian Chinese Church in South Formosa 
supports two native workers in the Pes- 
cadores, islands near Formosa. The 
people on these islands are chiefly fisher- 
men. 


The International College at Beirut in 
Syria, which is under the control of the 
American Presbyterian Board, has so 
won the confidence of the Turkish 
authorities that three British professors 
have been allowed to continue their work 
there and Russian, French and English 
students have remained at their studies 
undisturbed. French Jesuits, Christian 
Brothers and Sisters of Mercy have 
found refuge on its grounds, and thou- 
sands of people in the city have applied 
for similar protection there in case of 
trouble. 


The Rev. George P. Knapp, who died 
recently in Asia Minor, had charge of 
the training of 1500 orphans at Harpoot. 
The boys worked at tailoring, shoemak-. 
ing, carpentry, agriculture, in silk culture, 
in mills and in a bakery. In the state 
department in Washington is a magnifi- 
cent double-faced silk rug, 12 x 4, repro- 
ducing the American flag, which was 
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made by these orphans. It bears the in- 
scription, “Presented in gratitude to the 
United States government by the Arme- 
nian orphans at Harpoot, Turkey.” 


Dr. William Campbell is a Scotch mis- 
sionary in Formosa who has labored 
there for. many years. The native church 
in the island has only 30,000 members in 
a population of three millions, but its in- 
fluence has extended far into the life of 
the land. Head-hunting, formerly the 

- distinguishing interest of the Formosans, 
has now practically disappeared. In 
Dr. Campbell’s early days it flourished 
without protest. He describes in his 
“Sketches from Formosa” meeting a 
party of savages fresh from a raid: 

“A stout lad was trudging wearily after 
them carrying some sort of a bundle 
dangling down behind him. On reaching 
the hut where they were to pass the 
night, I got a closer look of tlfe little 
fellow and found that the bundle he was 
carrying consisted of two freshly cut 
Chinamen’s heads, which he had fastened 
by the queues held over his shoulder. 
Poor, dear, innocent, wee chap. I tried 
to speak a few kindly words to him, but 
he was too fagged out to listen to talk of 
any kind. He threw the two heads on 
the ground, made a pillow of them by 
coiling the hair on the top, and was fast 
asleep in a minute or two.” 


A Presbyterian medical missionary in 
Siam speaks in his last report of a Bud- 
dhist priest, nearly killed by a tiger, 
whom he patched up in his hospital. The 
priest could pay only a part of the $5 
which his cure cost but gave his note for 
the balance. This led the missionary to 
remark that his patient was more honest 
than the Buddha he worshiped. “One 
reason the people give for offerings at 
the temple is to help pay the debt which 
Buddha still owed the ferryman when he 
died.” 


Mr. Ardill of the C. M. S. Treparandi 
Institute in South India describes the 
self-sacrificing spirit of his students in 
time of cholera. 


“A call for volunteers to help in such 
cases has never failed. Two or three 
fellow students—not relatives and often 
as not of a different caste—will under- 
take to sit with the patient, even all 
night; to give the necessary medicines, 
keep him clean, rub him with turpentine, 
keep him packed between bags of hot 
sand to help maintain the heat of the 
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body; and lend him their own blankets 
or coats; and though they weep till their 
hearts almost break when all their efforts 
fail to preserve life, they will wash the 
corpse and dress it, often in their own 
garments and put it into the coffin, be- 
fore they think they have fulfilled their 
duty. This I call practical Christianity. 
The leader in all this is the house 
master.” 


Dr. Miller of the Church Missionary 
Society in Nigeria tells of a center of 
light which is shining in that land: 


“Although Gimi is only a very small 
place it is nevertheless a marvelous sight, 
a Christian community in the heart of 
a huge Moslem land. In a land reeking 
in physical and moral filth, where the 
very atmosphere seems poisoned by the 
horrible language and the merest babes 
are adepts in Billingsgate, and morality 
has no chance, it makes one thank God 
amid all else that is imperfect to find 115 
souls all under Christian teaching; 
women at théir grinding singing hymns 
of praise all day long; children and 
grownups, men and women, all swarm- 
ing to the daily school; a church to 
which every individual in the community 
comes every Sunday, with prayer book 
and Bible and hymns in Hausa; farming 
going on everywhere vigorously; a splen- 
did communal spirit; the women happy 
and respected and not kept in seclusion; 
the children able to grow up in an atmos- 
phere of purity, taught from earliest in- 
fancy to avoid blasphemy and foul talk; 
a village in which everything sanitary 
has been achieved with no opposition 
from the people, but with their hearty 
codperation, and in which the children 
can be and have been vaccinated with 
the full understanding and consent of the 
parents.” 


In the Baptist College at Serampore 
twelve Syrian Christian students are 
now studying and a professor of that 
church—the ancient Syrian Church of 
Western India—the Rev. Father Gee- 
vergese, M. A., has been admitted to 
the college staff. 


The English Baptist Mission in India 
is working among the Doms, criminal 
outcaste tribes near Benares who are 
constantly under nightly police super- 
vision. At Gaya there is steady develop- 
ment, the number of those who have 
publicly confessed Christ having risen 
from one to nineteen. Four elementary 
schools have gathered in 120 children, 
who are being taught the Gospel and the 
three R’s. The last mission report des- 
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cribes the first Christian marriage in this 
community. 

“Dom custom, if not demanding, cer- 
tainly expects such ceremonies to be 
celebrated by an unholy brawl between 
the bride’s and bridegroom’s parties, re- 
spectively, and the engagement is not 
considered duly and properly sealed un- 
less blood has been shed. But we fore- 
gathered at the basti at 10 o'clock at 
night and celebrated the engagement 
with a feast, prayer, singing and sherbet. 
Later the bride was baptized.” 


Mr. Gorbold of Kyoto is doing Chris- 
tian work through the barber shops of 
the city. “I hung up a package of fifteen 
of the choicest tracts and booklets in 
each of the 500 barber shops and bath- 
houses of this city, so that all the 
customers could see them. The results 
have been most gratifying.” 


Volunteer colportage is one of the best 
introductions to Christian work and this 
is true at home as well as abroad. Mr. 
Frame of the American Board Mission in 
China is using it successfully and finds 
not only that the demand for Scripture 
is rising all through this part of the 
country, but that the levels of Christian 
aggressiveness among the Christians who 
do the colportage is also rising. Many 
men who sell Scriptures are being trained 
thereby to be real preachers, ready to 
share in the work of the special evan- 
gelistic campaigns in the countryside. 
For simple Christians it is far easier to 
preach in villages if they have Bibles 
to sell. It affords a means of introduc- 
ing the Gospel. A blind colporteur who 
has been giving his time to this work 
has been so overcome with eagerness to 
be able better to explain the contents of 
the books that he has gone to the blind 
school in Peking for study. 


The Prime Minister of Uganda, Sir 
Apolo Kagwa, has sent his two sons 
for education to Trinity College, Ceylon, 
a missionary institution under the presi- 
dency of Mr. Fraser, a son of Sir Andrew 
Fraser, ex-governor of Bengal. 


A Philippine Orphanage Association 
has been organized in Manila to care 
for the abandoned children of American 
fathers and Filipino mothers. The 
condition of these children is pitiful in 
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the extreme. Thirty cases are now being 
attended to. American Christians are 
leading in the enterprise. 


The University of Nanking, a union 
missionary university, has received a 
letter of commendation from the Chinese 
Minister of Agriculture. He describes the 
institution as a beacon light of education 
and especially praises the college of agri- 
culture and school of forestry. Because 
of its careful organization and practical 
methods the governors of Anhui, Shan- 
tung and Szechuan have sent students 
to these departments and are paying all 
their expenses. Further, the Minister 
of Agriculture has arranged to send 
twenty-four students from Peking to 
study forestry. The minister also praises 
the work of the colonization association 
in assisting destitute people to cultivate 
waste land and offers to codperate with the 
university if it will establish a depart- 
ment for the study of the rinderpest and 
other cattle diseases. He urges Chinese 
philanthropists to contribute and closes 
with the sentence: “May heaven prosper 
the work and those supporting it. They 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
they are contributing to a work of 
extreme value to our country.” Chow 
Tzu-Chi, Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce in the Republic of Chiria. 


Dr. E. P. Thwing tells in the Chinese 
Recorder of successful methods of utiliz- 
ing the vernacular press of China for 
Christian instruction. The Chinese news- 
papers are ready to take articles and 
news items of a great variety of sorts, 
into which it is possible to insert directly 
or indirectly much Christian teaching. 
For example, at the present juncture, 
they are concerned about their own 
national future and are consequently 
deeply interested in countries that have 
lost their national character, as Korea, 
Poland, Judea. © Several articles on 
“Prophecy and the Jews,” “The Past and 
Future of the Jews” and like subjects 
have been well received by the news- 
papers and widely published. “Here we 
point to God as the only source of pro- 


‘tection for individual and nation, and we 


can use the rule from their own books 
that they know so well: ‘To follow God 
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is preservation; to go contrary to Him 
brings destruction.’” Meeting a student 
some time ago on a Tientsin tram car, 
Mr. Thwing learned that the articles on 
the Jews were attracting much attention 
among the Chinese. They were greatly 
struck with the present-day rise of the 
Jews, the Zionist movement and the re- 
turn to Palestine. One of the best 
Chinese writers in Peking has been con- 
verted. His attention was first drawn to 
Christian things by an article on the 
“Wonders of Prophecy.” “Men could 
not have told things so long before- 
hand,” he remarked, “unless God had 
showed them.” He began reading about 
Christ and two days afterwards came 
and said: “I believe; I have _ light, 
although I do not know very much yet, 
but I will learn. I love the Bible now. 
That newspaper article led me to’ Christ.” 
He has since been baptized and has 
wonderfully progressed in spiritual under- 
standing. 


Mr. Kimura, the Japanese evangelist, 
is described in a missionary letter as a 
genius, a man of unusual spiritual power. 
He has recently been holding meetings 
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at Niigata, Japan, which have shaken the 
town and led to many conversions. Near 
Niigata is Gosen, the little place where 
he was born and from which he was 
driven when he became a Christian 
twenty-five years ago. Here also he has 
been holding meetings which have turned 
the town upside down and which led to 
the organization of the first Christian 
Church in the place. At Mr. Kimura’s 
evangelistic meetings in Tokyo there 
were nearly a thousand converts reg- 
istered. 


Dr. Hezekiah R. Saiki’s Maternity 
Hospital in Kyoto is the oldest of the 
kind in the Japanese Empire. In a 
quarter of a century it has sent out from 
its training school 1200 nurses and mid- 
wives and has given free treatment to 
over 25,000 poor women and children. 
Dr. Saiki, the director, is a devout man. 
Evangelistic meetings are held at the 
hospital and a distinct religious atmos- 
phere characterizes all the work. The 
nurses go to the homes of the poor, car- 
ing for women in confinement without 
charge. Dr. Gorbold of the Presbyter- 
ian Mission in Kyoto writes that some- 
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times these patients are so poor that the 
nurses have taken the clothing from 
their own backs to help them. Fifty 
thousand dollars is to be raised to place 
the hospital on a permanent basis. Dr. 
Saiki believes that he can contribute one 
half of this himself, if his life be spared. 
For the balance he seeks the aid of those 
who have women’s welfare and the 
cause of the poor at heart. 


For the first time in the history of 
British India Christians have been re- 
cruited in a body for military services. 
The authorities have not seen their way 
clear to enlist a whole regiment but have 
formed three double companies and 
attached them to the Carnatic regiments. 
One of these is composed of Anglican 
Christians, the two others of Presbyter- 
ian. Both companies are from the Pun- 
jab, men of fine bearing and exemplary 
conduct. 


An Evangelistic band of prominent 
Japanese Christians is working Hok- 
kaido, the northern island of Japan. 
They are everywhere receiving an extraor- 
dinary welcome. The largest theaters 
and halls are crowded night after night 
with audiences ranging from 500 to 2500. 
In Otaru there were seventy inquirers 
after a meeting for students and 200 at 
a general meeting later. Among the 
speakers are Mrs. Hiraoka, the banker- 
evangelist, and Mr. Morimura, a vener- 
able merchant whose testimony is every- 
where received with marked attention. 
“T have tried Buddhism, Shintoism and 
Confucianism,” he says, “and found them 
all wanting. Now I am a Christian and 
I have found it satisfying, and truly it 
has brought such joy as I had not antici- 
pated. Try it yourself, and if you don’t 
find my words true, you may have my 
head.” 


Actual church union has been realized 
in Moji, Japan, where there were five 
weak groups. with different denomina- 
tional names. All the Congregational- 
ists, Presbyterians, Methodists, most of 
the Baptists and a few Episcopalians 
formed a Union Church. 
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Mr. Stanley Jones has received 30 
Rupees for his mission through the 
Recorp oF CHRISTIAN Work and wishes 
to thank the contributor. He has been 
baptizing many Bannumush, or jungle 
men. Two years ago when he went 
among them they fled and hid in the 
trees like monkeys. Now they are sitting 
in rows, singing hymns and reciting 
lessons. In the Lucknow district of the 
American Methodist Mission, which Mr. ~ 
Jones superintends, there are 196 Sunday 
schools with 9000 scholars, varying in 
grade from the splendid Sunday schools 
of Lucknow to the ragged schools in 
the villages—if indeed the latter should 
not rather be called ragless. Many 
of the best Methodist native preachers 
started as naked boys in these village 
Sunday schools. One of them, the Rev. 
Javala Singh, is a mighty debater and 
lecturer. Many a time has he put to rout 
an assembly of Arya Samajists, the 
bitterest enemies of Christ, with his 
merciless logic. Mr. Jones describes this 
man as patient as an ox but swift as 
an eagle to pounce upon a weak place in 
the argument of his opponents. So 
famous is he that Mohammedans have 
invited him to speak against the Sama- 
jists in their own assemblies, although 
they know him to be an evangelical 
Christian. 


The Rev. F. D. Campbell of Jagdalpur 
has published in the Michigan Christian 
Advocate an article entitled: “Hunting an 
Automobile with a Tigress” in which he 
offers to exchange the magnificent skin 
of a man-eating tigress, which he has 
shot, for a modest automobile to take him 
about the Bastar State upon missionary 
work. We do not know whether the 
exchange has yet been made. If not, 
we would be glad to hear of bids for 
the tigress’ skin. The Bastar State has. 
700 miles of motor-road and a Ford 
would reduce the rate of journeying 
from eight days by bullock to eight 
hours by automobile. This would’ mean 
a decided multiplication of the tiger- 
shooting missionary and a speeding up 
of evangelization in his district. 


A GERMAN ILLUSTRATED TESTAMENT. 


The Saxon Bible Society has just pub- 
lished an illustrated New Testament with 
Psalter. These illustrations are woodcuts, 
—naive, racy of the German soil both in 
their pietism and in their peculiar tech- 
nique. One thinks of Direr’s wood engrav- 
ings in turning the pages. The artist, 
Rudolph Schaefer, is a son of the manse 
who possesses clearly, beside his acquired 
qualities of a craftsman, the evangélical 
piety of his father’s home. The German 
people are at the present time under a 
cloud. It is gratifying, therefore, to be 
able to reproduce a contribution from Ger- 
man Christian life which will delight and 
edify. 

On the cover we reproduce Schaefer’s 
frontispiece to the Gospel of Luke. 

The eternally beautiful parable of the 
son’s homecoming is drawn with fine effect. 
Here we have contrition hiding its face and 
paternal solicitude bending over the boy. 
A symbolic motive is also introduced—the 
perennial flow of the cleansing fountain in 
the father’s house. 
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This latent symbolism is often noticeable 
in the series. Thus in the quaint portrayal 
of the two on the Emmaus road we see 


the pollard willow ruthlessly cut and 
cleaned of all its leafage, but springing into 
new life with the power of its inner vitality. 
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The harvest which is the end of the world 
is cut by sinewy angel arm, the smoke of 
burning passing out one corner of the 
picture, while the light of Heaven strikes 
through the other. 
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Paul’s parting at Miletus with the elders 
of Ephesus—one of the most affecting pas- 
sages in all literature—is admirable, the 
sixteenth-century Pilgrim galleon in the 
offing, the grave faces of the Reforma- 
tion period, universalizing the expressions 
of affection and regret. Indeed, all the 
drawings depict the Gospel stories in a 
German setting, with the implication that 
the Bible is the book of all eras and all 


peoples, as indeed it is. 
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The straight thin column of smoke rising 
into the high blue skies in the Good 
Samaritan picture—what does it not repre- 
sent of quiet and peace and warmth and 
fair weather after the storm and trouble 
which were encountered on the Jericho 
road! 


In the little triptych which recalls Peter’s 
temptation, one hears the throaty note of 
chanticleer, the crackle of the fire in the 
inner court, the sob of the apostle. 


Notice how the quieting might of our 
Lord’s potent hand passes out upon the 
storm of Galilee in the lines of the en- 
graver’s background. 


The Psalter, too, has its illustrations, 
opening with one from the First Psalm. 
Here we have the Book of the Law, the 
satisfaction of the reader, the tree with its 
fruits overhead and its roots drinking at 
the running waters. 


The one hundred and twenty-first Psalm 
is the Nocturne of the Psalter. In Schae- 
fer’s illustration there is a Thuringian vil- 
lage asleep, with the hills, from whence 
help cometh in the background and the 
keeper pacing the cobblestoned, moonlit 
street with lantern and halberd. 


The Message of Matthew’s Gospel. 


The ornamental capitals with which the 
‘ chapters open are in many cases condensed 
summaries of the chapter’s contents. Thus 


we see John the Baptist talking to the 
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messengers through the grating of his 
dungeon; the penitent thief; Stephen 


and Saul; Paul preaching from the prison 
steps. 


THE MESSAGE OF MATTHEW’S GOSPEL.* 


Rev. John R. 


And when they drew migh unto Jerusalem, 
and were come to Bethphage, unto the 
mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disci- 
ples, . . . . And the multitude said, This 
1s Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
Matt. «xi. I-11. 

We have read this Scripture because 
it presents to us the kingly work of Christ, 
and that is this special message of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel. It always helps us when 
we come to the study of any book to 
know something about its author. Now 
certain indications in the Gospel itself, rein- 
forced by tradition, supported by a large 
consensus of Biblical scholarship, lead us 
to the conviction that Matthew is the 
author of this Scripture. Unfortunately, 
we know very little of Matthew. We are 
first introduced to him upon that eventful 
morning when Jesus, standing at the receipt 
of customs, says “Follow me!” As Martin 
Luther, when about to leave the world 
and enter a monastery, gave a farewell 
feast to his friends, so, in the same man- 
ner, Matthew marks his leaving the collect- 
ing of taxes, and his decision, henceforth, 
to do his part in the disbursement of the 
wealth of the Cross. Our Lord and some 
of His disciples were present, and it is very 
likely that at this feast the old name of 
Levi passed away, and the new-born disciple 


*Delivered at the Northfield General Conference 
for Christian Workers, August, 1915. 


Davies, D. D. 


takes that of Matthew, “the Gift of God.” 
No other deed is recorded of this man. 
After this his name is not mentioned in the 
New Testament, except in the lists of 
apostles. No word that he ever spoke or 
statement that he ever made, has been pre- 
served. Matthew is a silent, shrinking, un- 
obtrusive man, simply signing himself “The 
Publican,” and, as such, is one of the finest 
illustrations of the messenger. lost in his 
message, of the subject, both willingly 
and absolutely, obscured in the glory of 
His Saviour and Sovereign. Matthew’s 
Gospel is an appeal to the converts who 
have come from Judaism into the Christian 
Church, and therefore he begins the gene- 
alogy of Christ with Abraham, the founder 
of the Jewish nation. Matthew is very 
much concerned to show that the Gospel 
and the Law are complementary terms, and 
that Christ’s work was not destruction, but 
fulfilment. Repeatedly, with this in view, 
does he speak of our Lord as the Son of 
David. Matthew is the only one of the 
four evangelists who calls Jerusalem the 
city of the Great King, and the Temple the 
House of God. Upon more than sixty 
occasions does he cite the prophecies of the 
Old Testament in demonstration of the fact 
that Jesus of Nazareth must be Israel’s 
long-promised king. Matthew’s portrayal 
of Christ is substantially and essentially 
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that of a king. Now in our consideration 
of this kingly portrayal we will consider 
six different points of view. First, the ad- 
vent of the King; second, the preparation 
of the King; third, the reign of the King; 
fourth, the rejection of the King; fifth, 
the presence of the King; sixth, the return 
of the King. 

First, THE ADVENT OF THE Kinc.—A few 
years ago there was born to one of the 
reigning families of Europe a baby. The 
press gave columns to narrating all the 
details of the event. They stated the weight, 
the height, the color of the hair, the tint 
of the eyes; everything to the minutest 
particular. I could not but compare this 
fulsome account of the birth of this poor 
little prince with the few simple statements 
in this Gospel of the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the world’s Redeemer. Here in two or 
three sentences, Matthew presents to us the 
wondering, worshiping Joseph, with the 
Virgin, bending over the babe in Bethlehem 
of Judea. 

One of the evidences of the virility of 
Christianity is the fact that in every genera- 
tion some new phase of its truth comes up 
for controversy and criticism. At the pres- 
ent time many are questioning the virgin 
birth. Said a woman, an educated, refined 
wife and mother: “The virgin birth of 
Christ is no more mysterious to me than 
the processes of the natural birth; in both 
you stand face to face with God.” The 
risen Christ went out of the world through 
a supernatural channel, and it is equally 
appropriate that the preéxistent Christ 
should come into the world in something 
of the same manner. Thinking of the sin- 
lessness of our Lord, my faith in that great 
truth.is much increased when I see the 
miracle of the virgin birth removing His 
personality, as far as possible, from every- 
thing that partakes of the fleshly and the 
sensual. We find the virgin birth in the 
first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, and in 
the second chapter of Luke’s Gospel. Both 
of these chapters, with the sections in 
question, are strongly supported by the best 
manuscripts, by the oldest of the versions. 
Now if you are going to deny the virgin 
birth, then, to be logical, consistent, you 
must go through the Gospels and deny 
every great event; because the virgin birth 
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is just as strongly supported by al! the re- 
quirements of scientific scholarship as the 
crucifixion of Christ, or His glorious Res- 
urrection upon the morning of the first 
Easter Day. - 

The reception given to the advent of 
the King is very prophetic. Led by a star, 
miraculous in its magnitude and in its 
movements, certain wise men come to Jeru- 
salem. Tradition says that they represented 
places poles apart; an indication of the 
widespread want of a weary, woeful world 
needing a Saviour, and crying for His 
salvation. With them they bring certain 
gifts, representing their conception of the 
soul’s great need, and at the feet of 
the infant Christ they pour their offer- 
ings of gold, myrrh, and frankincense. 
Swaying his scepter over Judea is a king 
named Herod, wrongly called “Great.” He 
is bad, beastly, bloody; and like all such, 
credulous and cowardly. These strangers 
with their mysterious questions concerning 
the new-born King of the Jews start all 
this credulousness and cowardice into a 
new life. Herod also wants to know. He, 
too, would come and kneel, and worship. 
The character of that worship you may 
easily see if you will walk the blood-stained 
streets of Bethlehem. Yes, my brother, 
ever since, upon the one side Herod stands, 
the persecutor, the infidel, the skeptic, the 
worldling, the indifferent, ever ready to 
slay the King, and ever conspiring to arrest 
the progress of His Kingdom. Upon the 
other side are the wise men, whose suc- 
cession, thank God, never fails, with their 
gifts of service, substance, soul, which they 
gladly lay at the feet of Christ for the 
uplifting of His cross. Now the point is 
this; where do you stand? With Herod? 
With the Wise Men? You reply, I am 
neutral. Absolutely impossible! In solemn, 
searching tones Christ says: “He that is not 
with me is against me!” 

SECOND, THE PREPARATION OF THE KIncG.— 
Of all the towns of Galilee, none is more 
beautiful than Nazareth, embosomed amid 
the surrounding hills. To the south rises 
Carmel, to the north are the slopes of 
Lebanon, lifting their mighty masses toward 
the skies; to the west is the Mediterranean, 
laving the shores of three continents. Leav- 
ing the seclusion and security of Egypt, 
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Jesus comes to Nazareth. We are now 
upon the threshold of a great mystery. 
Matthew realizes this. He says of thirty 
silent years: “He came and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth.” Luke tells us that the 
Child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom; and the grace of God 
.was upon Him. Here are heights and depths 
we can neither measure nor sound. During 
these Nazareth days, little by little, there 
must have come upon Christ a growing 
consciousness of the ministry to which He 
was eternally called; little by little there 
grows a mysterious, ever widening gulf be- 
tween Himself and His brethren. 
and more frequently do I see Him, in my 
imagination, just as the day is dying, be- 
taking Himself to a favorite spot among 
the hills overlooking the city and the sea, 
and there the coming Redeemer, with awed 
face and uplifted heart, looks out upon the 
dim outlines of the three continents, Africa, 
Europe, Asia, and, all the time, deeper and 
deeper dawns the consciousness that in the 
purpose and plan of God He is to bear 
away the sins of the world. 

For centuries there had been no prophetic 
voice in Israel, but now there stands upon 
the banks of the Jordan a strange figure 
clad in a garment of camel’s hair, with a 
leathern girdle about his loins, his food, 
locusts and wild honey, and proclaiming a 
great message: “Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” By God’s wireless 
telegraphy this word is borne to Nazareth, 
and to the consciousness of Christ. A little 
later He is standing face to face with John 
the Baptist. It was the springtime. It 
must have been one of the most beautiful 
days that ever dawned—all nature must 
have been garbed in glory to greet her 
Lord. The sacrament of baptism has been 
sanctified. The heavens open, the Holy 
Spirit descends in dovelike form, and then 
comes the benediction of the Father: 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 

The relation of the Holy Spirit to the 
person and work of Christ is most inter- 
esting. We can only mention it. In the 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah, the prophet, 
looking far-into the future, speaks of a 
Rod coming out of the stem of Jesse, and 
of a Branch growing out of his roots. Up- 
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on him would rest the spirit of the Lord, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
Open the fourth chapter of Luke—our 
Lord is worshiping in the synagogue at 
Nazareth. According to His privilege as a 
member of the Jewish Church, He rises and 
asks for the privilege of reading the lesson 
for the day. It is the sixty-first chapter of 
Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised.” Now turn to the twelfth 
chapter of Matthew and the twenty-eighth 
verse. Christ, in defending what He has 
done in the casting out of certain devils, 
says that He had done it through the Spirit 
of God. In the first chapter of the Acts, 
Luke tells us that, through the gracious 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, Christ had 
given commandments to His disciples. Go 
to the tenth chapter of the Acts—Peter, in 
talking to Cornelius, speaks of Jesus of 
Nazareth, Who was anointed of God with 
the Holy Ghost, and with power, and Who . 
because of this went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil. 
Paul, in the epistle to the Romans, teaches 
very clearly that the Holy Spirit played a 
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Lord. Indeed, all through the New Testa- 
ment there are plentiful indications that the 
descent of the Holy Spirit at the baptism’ 
was no empty spectacle, but a very real 
factor in the preparation of our Lord for 
His kingly ministry. 

God works through contrasts. After the 
darkness of the night comes the beauty of 
the morning. After the piercing cold of the 
winter comes the genial warmth of the 
springtide. After the work and worry of 
the week, there comes the rest, the peace of 
the Sabbath. So, after the spiritual splen- 
dors of the baptism, we find ourselves amid 
the dreariness and death of the desert, 
where our Lord stands tempted by the 
devil. What does this contrast mean? 
What does this temptation signify? Has 
it any relation to preparation for the earthly 
ministry? Is it merely an empty spectacle? 
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God does not thus trifle with spiritual 
realities. In the Gospel everything has a 
very substantial basis in fact. The tempta- 
tion is more than a passing show. It had 
a profound influence upon our Lord’s re- 
demptive work. It is hard to bear pain 
through the day, but when night comes the 
agony is a thousand times harder. To the 
intensity of this temptation not only the 
forty days, but also the forty nights made 
their contribution. But what does it mean? 
I am standing by the side of our Lord 
when the Tempter says: “If thou be the Son 
of God, command that these stones be made 
bread!” You are hungry and weak—why 
not use Your power to supply Your needs? 
If Christ had listened to that suggestion He 
would have lifted Himself entirely out of 
humanity’s class, and, so far, would have 
unfitted Himself to have died in man’s 
place upon the cross. We are now stand- 
ing with our Lord upon a pinnacle of the 
Temple. Again Satan speaks: “If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down; for it 
is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee; and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.” Will our 
Lord listen? Remember, He is here not as 
the Son of God, but as the Son of man, and 
for Him to follow this suggestion would 
be a crime of such disobedience and pre- 
sumption as forever to disqualify Him as 
the Saviour, the Exemplar of men. We 
are now on the summit of an exceedingly 
high mountain. Once more Satan speaks. 
Passing before our Lord the kingdoms of 
this world and the glory thereof, he says: 
“All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me.’ Suppose 
that our Lord had said Yes! He would, in 
the same breath, have said No! to God’s 
pathway to the crown through the agony of 
the cross. He would have made the prince 
of this world His sovereign, and the work 
of human redemption would have ended in 
awful disaster. 

But our Lord’s temptations did not cease 
with this scene upon the mountain top. 
Turn to the twenty-second chapter of Luke, 
and immediately following the establish- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, the Master, 
looking upon the faces of the few who 
so far had remained faithful, said: “Ye 
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are they which have continued with me 
in my temptations.” The temptations of 
Christ began in the little town of Nazareth; 
they continued through the baptism, through 
the wilderness, through every movement of 
the earthly ministry, and did not cease until 
Christ upon the cross cried out, “It is 
finished!” And thus, as we read in the, 
epistle to the Hebrews: “It became him, 
for whom are all things, and through 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the author of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings.” And 
why? As we have already seen, in order 
that in every particular Christ might be 
able upon the cross to be the Saviour of our 
souls, and at the throne the Intercessor for 
our needs, and thus enable us at the last to 
say: “Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

THIRD, THE REIGN oF THE Kinc.—The 
coronation of George V was one of the 
most splendid ceremonials that Europe ever 
knew. It was the proclamation to the world 
that the young king was about to begin his 
reign. Matthew gives us the official procla- 
mation of the beginning of the reign of 
Jesus Christ. How few are the words, and 
how simple are the statements. In the 
fourth chapter and the seventeenth verse 
we read: “From that time Jesus began to 
preach, and to say, Repent: for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand!” Thus began a 
reign whose length was most limited, but 
whose influence is most infinite, reaching 
out to all the seasons and all the centuries, 
to all peoples and all powers. But let us 
look at this reign more closely. Here are 
the representatives of the King—the prime 
ministers, the cabinet officers, the ambassa- 
dors chosen by Him from the peasantry of 
Palestine, mostly from the boats and from 
the nets of Galilee’s sea to be fashioned 
and sent out by the King as fishers for 
souls upon a world-wide ocean. Here are 
the laws of the King. Read the Sermon 
upon the Mount; commandments, injunc- 
tions, requirements taken from the Old 
Dispensation not to be annulled, but to be 
fulfilled in the highest sense, as the King 
gives them a new meaning, and pours into 
them a richer life. Here is the work of 
the King. When Marie Antoinette was go- 
ing to her bridal, she ordered the streets of 
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the city to be stripped of the sick and sor- 
rowing. Matthew tells us that when Jesus 
of Nazareth passed along country roads, and 
over city ways, the distressed and the dis- 
eased of all classes crowded about His feet, 
and He opened the eyes of the blind, cleansed 
the skin of the leper, made the lame to walk, 
and brought to all classes and conditions a 
word of comfort and of healing. Here is 
the teaching of the King. Sometimes you 
find it in long connected discourses as in 
the twenty-third, the twenty-fourth, the 
twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. 
Sometimes you find this teaching in great 
parables like that of the sower, the virgins, 
the talents. Sometimes you find this teach- 
ing in magnificent miracles like the feeding 
of the multitudes, the opening of the eyes of 
the blind, and the raising of the dead to 
life. Through all these channels the King 
pours a flood tide of light upon all subjects 
of vital importance to the soul. Here is 
the personality of the King. What tender- 
ness! Listen: “Come unto me, all ye that 
.. are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” What courage! Faced upon every 
side by bloodthirsty bitterness that at last 
nails Him to the cross, there is no cry of 
cowardice, no sign of surrender. What at- 
tractiveness! See Mary Magdalene empty- 
ing her box of precious ointment upon 
those feet so soon to be pierced, and upon 
that head so shortly to be crowned with 
thorns. What peerless perfection! Judas, 
crushed by anguish, says: “I have sinned 
in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” 
Pilate says: “I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person.” Just as the awful tragedy 
is being consummated, just as the dying day 
is casting a weird light upon the blood- 
stained face of the world’s sacrifice, the 
Roman centurion, standing near the cross, 
unable any longer to repress such a testi- 
mony, exclaims: “Truly this was the Son of 
God!” Such are some of the elements that 
entered into this reign, which, for more 
than eighteen centuries, has been pouring 
into this world its grace and glory. 
FourtH, THE REJECTION oF THE Kinc.— 
Most inexplicable is the treatment meted 
out by the world to its greatest benefactors. 
Columbus, who added a continent to the 
empire of Spain, died in chains and poverty. 
Tyndale, who gave to the English-speaking 
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peoples the Scriptures in their own tongue, 
is strangled in prison. Scientists like Far- 
aday and Kelvin, Morse and Henry, who by 
their discoveries laid the foundations of all 
our electrical wonders, for their labors only 
received a few meager mites; while those 
who came after, building upon their founda- 
tions, have made vast fortunes. Of such 
treatment Christ the King is the most con- 
spicuous instance in all the ages. You 
would suppose that after such a reign, so 
divinely gracious, that the nation as one 
man would pledge to Him their life’s blood, 
their heart’s love, but, inexplicable beyond 
explanation is the national rejection of such 
a King. This Matthew especially makes 
prominent. He is writing for the Jew, 
therefore he must remember the Messianic 
shepherd in the thirteenth chapter of Zecha- 
riah, who is pierced by the sword, and 
whose sheep are scattered abroad. He must 
remember the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah 
and the Messianic sufferer, who is “despised 
and rejected of men”; he must remember 
the twenty-second Psalm and the Messianic 
sacrifice, who, in awful agony, cries out: 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” Matthew writing for the Jew, who 
had been brought up amid the Messianic 
imagery of the Old Testament, realizes that 
he must be faithful to such teaching, and 
so he brings out with special force the 
rejection of the King. The verb “to with- 
draw” is used only once in John and Mark, 
not at all in Luke, but in Matthew ten 
times. There the King withdraws from 
Judea, from Galilee, goes north into Tyre 
and Sidon, and labors across the Jordan in 
Perea. Upon four important occasions 
does our Lord foretell to the disciples His 
rejection and death. Just before the Trans- 
figuration, just after the Transfiguration, 
upon their last journey to Jerusalem, and in 
the upper room, does the King prepare this 
little company for the coming tragedy. 
But, more than this, there is a series of 
events which, with cumulative power, bring 
out the awful realities of this rejection. 
Upon the last day of our Lord’s public 
teaching, with inexpressible emotion, He 
said: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, ... . how 
often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would 
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not!” Later, as the trial was nearing its 
close, Pilate, unable to repress conscience 
any longer, cries out: “What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Christ?” and with 
one voice they cry, “Let him be crucified!” 
Later, the sentence of death has been 
passed, Christ bearing His cross passes 
along the weeping and blood-stained way, 
but with every step, because of hours of 
awful agony, growing weaker and weaker, 
and in all this circling, cruel crowd there 
is no one to espouse this rejected King, 
faltering and about to fall, until an African 
is compelled to bear a part of- the sacred 
burden. But Matthew’s picture of the re- 
jection deepens, darkens with awful black- 
ness as the dying Sufferer, in tones never 
heard before or since, cries out: “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
FirtH, THE PRESENCE OF THE KING.— 
Matthew alone of all the evangelists tells 
us that Christ, after the Resurrection, went 
before the disciples into Galilee and to a 
mountain before appointed. It is supposed, 
and with good reason, by strong Biblical 
scholars that this is the time and place 
where, according to St. Paul, our Lord 
appeared to more than five hundred breth- 
ren atonce. Where is this mountain? The 
Gospels do not say. Imagination comes 
to our assistance, and points to that spot 
amid the hills, overlooking Nazareth, which 
was so dear to our Lord during the days of 
His young and dawning manhood. What 
place could be more appropriate? There is 
Carmel to the south, there is Lebanon to 
the north and westward the Mediterranean, 
washing the shores of all the known con- 
tinents. With Europe to the right, with 
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Africa to the left, with Asia at their feet, 
with this world-wide vision before them, the 
King says: “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” Then turning to Matthew 
he seems to say: “I will be with you when 
you write the first Gospel;” to James: “I 
will be with you when Herod is putting you 
to death;” to Andrew: “I will be with you 
when, for My sake, you are crucified ;” to 
Peter: “I will be with you when preaching 
upon the Day of Pentecost;” to John: “I 
will be with you when upon the isle called 
Patmos there will be unveiled for you the 
splendors of the New Jerusalem.” 

SIxTH, THE RETURN OF THE Kinc.—But 
Matthew is not content with the spiritual 
presence of the King, he even more clearly 
teaches the personal return of the King. 
He is to come suddenly as the Bridegroom 
seeking His bride. He is to come awfully 
amid the splendor of the skies. He is to 
come judicially to pass sentence upon an 
ungodly world. Therefore, cries Matthew: 
“Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man cometh.” 
Therefore, beloved, professing to believe in 
the immediate return of Christ our King, 
what manner of persons ought you to be in 
all holy living and godliness, looking for, 
and earnestly desiring the day of God? 
“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for these things, give diligence that ye may 
be found in peace, without spot and blame- 
less in his sight.” 
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In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. (But this spake 
he of the Spirit, which they that believe on 
him should receive.) John vit. 37-39. 


*Delivered at the Northfield General eontereace 
of Christian Workers, August, 1915, 


There were many ceremonies observed 
in keeping the Feast of Tabernacles, but I 
doubt if, during those memorable days, 
there was any form or ceremony more in- 
teresting and more instructive to us than 
that in the fulfilment of which the attend- 
ant at the temple went over yonder some 
little distance to the Pool of Siloam and 
from the Pool, probably in a golden vessel, 
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carried water within the temple inclosure 
and then, when he had carried it there, 
instead of putting it to any use which 
would commend itself to the practical man 
as helpful, the water was poured out upon 
the ground. It seemed that in a land 
where water was very scarce and therefore 
precious, that this was waste; but as you 
and I look back and call to remembrance 
that beautiful ceremony of the pouring out 
of the water from the Pool of Siloam, we 
can learn wonderfully helpful lessons. 

There is for us a lesson of the past, for 
God is teaching His people year by year 
through that beautiful ceremony on no 
account to forget His goodness to them in 
the years gone by. He bids them call to 
mind the time when their forefathers, 
with their wives ,and their children, their 
flocks and. their herds, were perishing for 
want of water in the wilderness, and God 
through His servant brought living water 
from the rock, and their forefathers, with 
all that pertained to them, were saved in 
the day of their need. So God appointed 
that year by year His people should be 
reminded of His goodness to them. And 
I venture to say that it would be well in- 
deed for us if we would dwell a little 
more, in these busy lives of ours, in thank- 
ful remembrance upon God’s great good- 
ness to us. When you think back upon the 
years of your life, is it not simply wonder- 
ful? How good our God has been! Oh, 
do not let us forget to praise Him for 
His loving kindness and His great good- 
ness in the years that have gone by! 

But there was a lesson not only for the 
past, in reminding them to praise God year 
by year, but there was also a lesson for 
the future. Some may have said, as they 
watched the water being poured out upon 
the ground: “What a waste! Water is 
precious. Why let it all run away and be 
wasted?” But God would teach them year 
by year that there was no such thing as 
scarcity with God. Let the water be poured 
out. Let it run away. The God Who had 
been with them in the years gone could 
still, out of the riches and fullness of His 
grace, supply all their need for the years 
yet unborn. And in these anxious, difficult 
and dangerous days through which we are 
passing, do you not think that we need to 
remind ourselves of the wondrous grace 
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of our God? The God Who stood by us in 
the years past, in brighter days, will 
keep His covenant and stand by us to the 
very end. If some of you have anxieties 
and worries about what is going to come in 
the future—in the future of your own life, 
in the future of your home, in the future 
of your business, just think of that water 
poured out in the keeping of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Look up and just trust your 
heavenly Father. He will not forget you, 
and He will not forget me. He will supply 
all of our need to the very end. 

But this was a very special feast, the one 
of which we read in this seventh chapter 
of John, because it was a feast personally 
attended by the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self. You know, dear friends, I love to 
think that my Saviour and my Friend is 
one Who loves to be where His people are 
gathered together. He was not one Who 
dwelt in a monastery or in a desert place, 
but one Who was in the very center, where 
the need of His people was most real and 
pressing. There He was in the midst of the 
people gathered together. 

This is a very happy service this morning. 
Oh, the beautiful spirit present in the quiet- 
ness of this Lord’s Day morning here in 
Northfield! There are many things which 
we thank God for and rejoice and receive 
blessing from; but do you know what 
makes me more glad than anything else, 
or all the other things put together, this 
morning? It is that the Lord Jesus is 
here. There is no more doubt about it than 
that you are here and I am here. He is 
standing in the midst on this last, this great 
day of the feast, and right from the very 
beginning of this day to the end, may we 
realize that He is here listening to every 
word that is spoken, overlooking all our 
actions, knowing all our needs,—Jesus is 
in the midst now and here! 

But as He mingled with the people, and 
as He went up and down during those 
days of the feast, the Lord Jesus Christ 
saw needs that other people did not see, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ heard some 
things that other people did not hear. The 
others only saw a great number of happy 
faces, people going up and down laughing, 
and apparently ever so bright. But the 
Lord Jesus, as He went up and down 
among the people, saw that many of them 
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were carrying burdens, many were stooped 
down with trouble and sorrow and anxiety 
and sin. And as they kept the feast, others 
heard only the laughter and the music and 
the singing. But the Lord Jesus heard the 
cry of many a heart there that was unsatis- 
fied. And so on the last, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
“Tf any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink.” 

I do not know, dear friends, but I feel 
pretty sure myself that the same Jesus 
Who stands in the midst here this morning, 
sees not only happy people, apparently 
prosperous, apparently well and strong, 
but He sees also some of us who are 
carrying burdens. No one else knows just 
what that burden is. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is here in the midst, knows 
what that burden is, the burden upon your 
heart, which has never, never been lifted 
and you have been wearily carrying perhaps 
for years-past. And He too is listening, 
and He hears not only the happy conversa- 
tion and the ripple. of laughter, but I feel 
quite sure that the Lord Jesus Christ hears 
the cry of many a heart unsatisfied; 
possessed of many things, oh, how many 
blessings, how many pleasures, how many 
things to make us happy and successful, 
yet He sees a spirit that is longing for 
something not yet possessed ! 

And so I believe this morning, on this, 
the last day, the great day of the feast, 
as in the days of His earthly ministry, 
for He is the same Saviour yesterday, 
to-day, and forever, He is standing in the 
midst, and saying—oh, how wondrous are 
the words! Listen! “If any man thirst.” 
That means you—“if any man is unsatis- 
fied, has a need that has never been sup- 
plied, if any man thirst, let him come unto 
Me.” There is no use in going to anybody 
else, for no one else can satisfy. There is 
no use in doing anything else, for nothing 
else can satisfy. “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink.” 

It is a great privilege, dear friends, it 
is a great privilege to give this simple in- 
vitation, but I can give it from my very 
heart, and I bring it to you from the living 
Christ Himself. Do not let this feast of 
good things close and the opportunity pass 
away with your heart still unsatisfied, with 
the old burden still bearing you down to the 
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earth. Just listen to the blessed words of 
Jesus and accept His invitation now. Do 
not put it off until to-night. Accept the in- 
vitation now. He is ever so close to you. 
Right here in the midst He stands and 
says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink.” 

But was that all which the Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke on the last, the great day of 
the feast? Many people live as though they 
thought it was. To judge from many and 
many a Christian life, it was all, and when 
He got to the end of the words recorded in 
ver. 37, He did not say anything else. People 
many a time read to the end of ver. 37, and 
there close their Bibles and do not read 
what follows. That is the reason why there 
are so many failures in the Christian 
Church. That is the reason why there is 
so little fruit-bearing for God in these days. 
It is because many have a one-sided Chris- 


- tianity, a selfish form of Christianity, a 


Christianity which receives everything, but 
does not give anything out to others. 

“In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. 

. As the scripture hath said, out of 
His ee shall flow rivers of living water.” 
And may God write that truth deeply upon 
every heart here this morning. “Out of.” 
Do you know one reason why I believe 
this Book from cover to cover? Because 
there is so much in it which no human 
author would ever have thought of putting 
there. Now here is one of the things 
that I do not think any human writer ever 
would have thought of inserting in the 
Bible—out of.. Why, dear people, the very 
law which governs our lives naturally, the 
very law which governs our modern times, 
is the other preposition—into. Any human 
author writing this would have said into. 
But when the Lord Jesus spoke, He said 
out of. So many—I fear the majority of 
people—are going up and down in their 
lives seeking all that they can get, and they 
are never satished. Is there some advan- 
tage over someone else? Let me get it 
for myself. Is there some gain of money 
that I can have over other people? Let 
me be very wide-awake and get it into my 
own life and to my own advantage. Is 
there some spiritual blessing? Then let me 
rise up early and let me sit up late and 
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let me obtain for myself all I can of it, 
and when I have got it let me receive ‘it 
into my own life, and then let me go out 
and try to get more and more for myself 
and for my own advantage. 

But when the Lord Jesus came upon 
earth, He looked at things quite differently, 
absolutely differently, and when He gave 
this marvelous invitation to come to Him, 
He said not mto but out of his inmost 
soul should “flow rivers of living water.” 
'.The question is not what I can get, but 
what can I give; not what advantage I can 
receive for myself, but what help I may 
give to someone else,—that was the law 
that governed Jesus Christ, and that is the 
law Jesus Christ would have govern your 
life and mine, not into but out of. 

Now let me say, before I pass on, that 
I feel convinced that, concerning every soul 
within the sound of my voice at this 
moment, one or the other of these principles 
is governing the life that you are living and 
living for the very last time. Which prin- 
ciple are you living by? By the old miser- 
able, selfish, worldly principle of imto or 
have you been to the Cross, have you looked 
up into the face of Jesus Christ? Have 
you caught something of the spirit which 
actuated the Son of God? Are you living 
by the new spirit of out of for the ad- 
vantage and blessing of others, and, above 
all, for the glory of God? 

“Out of his inmost self, the deepest part 
of his life’! I meet lots of people who 
are serving the Lord Jesus Christ with a 
great many parts of their lives. Some 
people are giving Him their time; some 
are giving Him their service; others—a 
great many in the Church—are serving 
Him with their check books and their 
purses. But when you really come, as we 
are this morning, into the presence of the 
Master, we realize how very few have gone 
beyond all these things and have given 
themselves to Jesus Christ. The plea this 
morning, dear friends, the plea which God 
makes to you and to me, is that we will 
put ourselves upon the altar, not keeping 
back anything, giving Him our own lives 
unreservedly to do with them what He sees 
fit. The citadel of your life is your will, 
and if only you will make a surrender of 
your will this morning to the Master, what 
a difference there will be in your life! 
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Don’t let the opportunity pass, but just ask 
Him in the quiet stillness of this place to 
take your life. He knows that it is not 
everything you would want it to be. He 
knows all its failures and its weaknesses. 
But just look up into His wonderful face 
and say: “Dear Lord, here I am. Here is 
my life for what it is worth. I give myself 
unreservedly and without condition to 
Thee.” “Here and now we offer and pre- 
sent ourselves, O Lord, a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto Him.” Oh, what a 
day this would be if every one would give 
himself to the Saviour, wholly and without 
reserve ! 

“Out of his inmost self should flow.” I 
wonder if there are any people here this 
morning who look upon the Christian life 
as a cistern. It may be a very beautiful 
cistern; it may be a very deep cistern; 
it may be a very large cistern; but if you 
take water out of it, much or little, you 
have just so much less in the cistern after- 
wards. Our Lord did not look upon the 
Christian life as a cistern. To Him the 
Christian life was a living fountain. 

I remember some time ago walking on 
a very hot day along a country road and be- 
ing very weary and very thirsty. It was in 
a remote part of one of our northern prov- 
inces. I met a settler and asked him if he 
knew where I could get a drink of water. 
I was always so glad I asked him for that 
simple gift. He took me down a little path 
by the roadway and showed me one of the 
most beautiful springs of living water I 
have ever seen, springing up under over- 
hanging foliage. Down at the bottom, for 
it was quite a deep spring and clear as 
crystal, you could see white sand boiling up 
just as if the water were hot instead of icy 
cold. I drank deeply at that spring, and 
afterwards the man told me about finding 
it. He said: “We were settled on this land 
for some years before we discovered the 
spring, and the great need here was for 
good water. One day I was passing through 
this wood and I noticed that the leaves 
were damp. Stooping down I scraped them 
aside with my hands, and there was just 
a little pool of water. I noticed that it was 
very cold. Then I began to take away more 
leaves and more of the sand, and I got 
quite a little pool of beautiful water. I knew 
I had made a great discovery. We first 
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made up our minds to keep it to ourselves 
and say nothing about it, because we thought 
if the neighbors found it, there would not 
be enough for us and for them. But after a 
while the neighbors did find it out, and they 
too came to draw water from the spring. 
At first, we were a little afraid, but we 
did not say anything. And then,” he said, 
“do you know, sir, this strange thing 
happened. We found out that the more the 
neighbors came there to draw water from 
the spring, the more water there was for 
us.” Ah, dear friends, that is a picture of 
the Christian’s life! Do not be afraid. 
Don’t be a cistern Christian, but be a 
Christian like a living spring of water, for 
the good of others and for the glory of the 
Master. 

“Out of his inmost self shall flow rivers 
of living water.’ I do not know whether 
the world of nature has many messages for 
you or not. I know that I receive many of 
the very finest sermons I ever hear from 
the works of God in nature. It seems often 
as if God’s very voice were speaking to me 
from the mountain top and the woods. Did 
you ever get a message from the river? 
You people who live in favored Northfield, 
or near by, should never forget the truth of 
this text about which I am speaking this 
morning with this grand river of yours 
flowing ever to the mother ocean. Does 
this river not bring you a message? 

It brings me a message of life and of 
life more abundant. Take me to some place 
where there is no river, and you have taken 
me to a place where it is desert and every- 
thing is dead about you. But let me take 
you to a place where the river flows. There 
you will find the green grass, the beautiful 
évérhanging trees and the singing birds. 
Everything will speak of life. The river 
brings a message of life, and do you know, 
dear friends, God has appointed you and 
me to be rivers flowing out into this great 
needy world of ours, and taking the mes- 
sage of life and life more abundant to 
other people? You and I have absolutely 
no business to be ‘living alongside uncon- 
verted people and not bringing to them 
the message of the life of God. We are 
intended to be winning souls for Christ. 
It is God’s appointment. And we have no 
business to be living alongside another 
Christian and not be bringing to that, Chris- 
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tian the message of the life more abundant, 
because we are rivers and the outstanding 
message of the river is life. Oh, may God 
take you into your home, and may. God 
take me into my home, and make us each 
more and more a river of life to dead 
souls! 

And the river brings me a message of 
power. I stood not long ago on the Ameri- 
can side of the Niagara River, just at that 
point where it gathers its strength for the 
great leap over the cataract to the rocks 
below. I have stood there often; and stand- 
ing there by myself I saw that great river 
coming down from above, as far as my 


eye can reach to the sky line. On and on it 


came with its great rush and roar. Then 
near where I stood it seemed to pause in 
its irresistible flow and then took the great 
leap over the precipice, to be dashed into 
myriads of atoms on the rocks below. As 
I stood there and watched the mighty flow 
of that river I said to myself: “Is there 
any power on earth which can say to the 
flood of Niagara, ‘Thus far and no further’? 
Is there any power that can stop the flow 
of Niagara?” and the answer came back to 
me as from God: “No power except the 
power of the Omnipotent Hand that made 
she 

Do you know, dear friend, that you are 
appointed to be a river, and the river speaks 
of power? It is not God’s will that you 
should go home and live a selfish, negative 
life, helping nobody upward and onward 
toward God and eternity. God has appointed 
you, my dear brother, to be a power for Him, 
in your business, among those you employ, 
among those you work with. God has ap- 
pointed you, my dear sister, to be a power 
for Him in your home, or at school, or 
wherever your life is being lived. And 
those of us who are on the Lord’s side, and 
are not exercising real spiritual power for 
Christ, are failing in our Christian service. 
May God take us aside and reveal to us, 
as perhaps never before, the great privilege 
and the great responsibility of being a river 
—a power for Christ with others. 

But someone may be saying: “That is all 
right for a time like this; but it won’t last. 
I might start. I might take that stand or 
that view of the Christian life, but it 
won’t last.” Oh, listen! The river speaks 
to me not only of life and power, but of 
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great abundance. The river never ceases to 
flow. Some years ago I went to spend 
my holiday on the lower St. Lawrence, that 
glorious river. During those happy days I 
used to go and stand all alone on an old 
rock down by the shore, in the morning or 
in the evening, in the stillness of that 
beautiful place and look out across the 
river to the blue hills on the shore 
beyond, a.distance of thirty-two miles. 
It was a wonderful sight. Four years 
afterwards I went back to the same 
place. It was late at night when we arrived, 
but very early in the morning I stole away 
down to my old friend, the slippery rock. 
I stood there in the early morning and 
looked out, and there was the river, still 
thirty-two miles wide, and I thought to 
myself in the stillness of that hour: “What 
a wonderful message from God! During 
all these four years, summer and winter, 
day and night, the river has been flowing, 
and it is just as wide and just as deep and 
just as proud as it was four years ago.” 
And then God’s voice seemed to speak to 
me and He said, “Not only has the river 
not failed during four years or forty, but 
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it has never failed since the day I created 
it.” O dear friend, do not be afraid to 
give out your best! Do not be afraid to 
begin now and give your best. The grace 
will not fail. Never fear. There is plenty 
with God. You are a river, and the river 
speaks of great abundance, which never 
can and never will fail, May God write it 
deeply upon our hearts! 

But someone says: “How can this thing 
be? As I have been thinking of this with 
you this morning, my own heart has been 
drawn out. God knows I am tired of liv- 
ing an empty, useless and negative life. I 
do long to live the rest of my life in 
that fuller sense for God and my fellows. 
But how can I? I am so weak and so help- 
less, and I have tried so often in vain.” Do 
you want to know, dear friend? Read verse 
thirty-nine. “This spake he of the Spirit.” 
If you and I want to know the secret of 
victory, of a life of power and abundance, 
just let us go and kneel down, and alone 
with God, very, very quietly, lift up our 
hearts to Him and just ask Him, as a 
little child would ask, to give us His Holy 
Spirit. That is all. 
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It would be difficult to find a form of 
Christian work in which former Northfield 
students are not engaged. While many 
are laboring in the uttermost parts of the 
earth, the home field has not been over- 
looked. A graduate of Northfield Semi- 
nary, who took training as a nurse, and 
after several years of private practice gave 
herself to work in the mountains of the 
South, writes enthusiastically of the varied 
phases of her mountain experience: 


“Often when I am riding over the terribly 
rough places along the rivers which the 
people call roads, on the way to answer 
calls from patients six, eight, and ten miles 
away, the thought of school friends gives 
me courage, and I sing the old songs and 
have no fears. My friends in New York 
State showed their interest in my work by 
giving me a horse of my own, and that 
makes my pilgrimages pleasanter, as well 
as speedier. But nursing is only a part of 


my duties at the settlement school. I man- 
age to fit into all sorts of occupations, in- 
cluding dressmaking and cooking, in every 
one of which my Northfield experiences 
stand by me. I play the organ, lead the 


singing, if necessary, and try to aid in every. 
possible way the people among wh we 
dwell. We have grown to love them) tt 
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sturdy natives in whom is the blood 

pioneers. Our hope is with the children, 
and as we go in and out of their homes, 
poor and wretched many of them, we are 
able to give them glimpses of the better way 
of living which we trust will be a full 
knowledge, some day. It seems incredible 
that these native-born Americans have 
never heard the Christmas story. It fasci- 
nates them, and we tell them over and over 
again of the Star which gave a new light 
to the world, and the hope that is in our 


hearts. The crucifixion, too, is all new to 
them, and I more and more impressed 
with the op unity which is mine to aid 


in this noble undertaking, right here in our 
own land, for the bodies and souls of God’s 
humblest children.” 
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ALDEN SPEARE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 


EDITOR’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


The following letter acknowledges money 
sent in response to an appeal in the Sep- 
tember Recorp for the Alden Speare Memo- 
rial Hospital, Yenping-fu, China. 


Yenping-fu, China. 
December 6, 1915. 
Dear Mr. Moody: 


When we heard last night from Dr. 
North that you had sent him nearly $400 
for the Yenping Hospital, I assure you we 
were just downright happy! Will you 
please tell all the friends,. through the 
REcoRD oF CHRISTIAN Work, how grateful 
we are to them? 

This money will make it possible to in- 
crease our equipment, which is sadly lack- 
ing in many important instruments. I will 
start at once to make out such an order. 

By the way, you may like to know that 
the poor fellow of whom our daughter 
spoke in her article is earning his own liv- 
ing making straw sandals. I had to ampu- 
tate one foot, but made him a peg leg, so he 
can get around fairly well. I saw him the 
other day and found that the artificial leg 
had broken and he had attempted to repair 
it with an old fruit tin. He hesitated 
quite a little about letting me take it. 
What would he do in the meantime? He 
never tires of telling how the Hospital 
helped him to get on his feet again, even 
though one is a wooden one. 
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During the past years the Hospital has 
been mostly appreciated by the poor, but 
since we began our campaign for civic 
betterment we have been brought into 
closer touch with the better classes, and 
gradually, as we win their confidence, we 
hope they will assume the entire support of 
the Hospital. While we are pounding away 
at them about repaving the streets, putting 
in running water and more sanitary homes, 
we try to live before them the Christ life, 
praying that they may have not only a 
clean town but clean hearts as well. 

Again and again we thank you for what 
you have done for us, and pray that God 
will richly bless you and yours, 


Very sincerely, 
J. E. SkInNeR. 


Personalia. 


Below are given the recent and prospective en- 


gagements of some workers in the evangelistic 
field: 


Hay Bell and Party.—Feb., St. Louis, Mo.; 
Mar., Centerville, Kans. Ei 
W. E. Biederwolf and Party.—Feb. 27, Nor- 
ristown, Pa.; Apr. 21, Plainfield, N. J. 

H. W. Bromley Party.—Feb. 6-Mar. 11, Sac 
City, Ia. 

-Edgar E. Davidson.—Feb. 20-Mar. 2, Bridge- 
water, Mass.; Mar. 5-30, Presque Isle, Me. 


Our Book Table. 


John W. Erskine.—Feb. 9-28, New Lathrop, 
Mich.; Apr, 12-30, Grand Haven, Mich. 

Hart and Magann Party.—Feb.-Mar., Batavia, 
N. Y.; Mar.-Apr., Troy, N. Y. 

Nicholson-Hemminger Party.—Feb. 13-Mar. 195 
Darby, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 

Milton S. Rees.—Mar., Detroit, Mich. 

Lewis E. Smith.—Mar. 1-12, Gorham, N. H.; 
Mar. 15-26, Ashland, Mass. 

Reuben S. Smith.—Feb. 22-Mar. 5, Princeton, 
Me.; Mar. 8-19, Bridgewater, Me.; Mar. 22-Apr. 
2, Athol, Mass. : 


Receipts for January. 
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Our Book Table. 


Civilization and Health. By Woods Hutchinson, 
A. M., M. D. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 
Cloth, 355 pages. $1.50 net. 


In a day when multitudes are making of physical 
health the very basis of their religion, such a 
title as adorns this book ought to prove the lure 
for a wide reading. And if there is such a thing 
as a gospel of health, here you have it. Out of 
an exhaustless fund of information and with un- 
failing freshness, humor, optimism and originality, 
Dr. Hutchinson treats a variety of subjects, such 
as: “‘The Diseases of Civilization,’”? ‘“‘Women in 
Public Life,’”? “The Vacation Habit’ and “The 
Modern Father.” A single extract from his chap- 
ter on ‘‘The Hygiene of Work’ will give a sug- 
gestion both of his style and his point of view: 
“The most important, the most valuable product 
of any industry is the type of men and women that 
it turns out. Work is far from being the biggest 
and most important thing in the world. Indeed, 
it is only vital, important and valuable in so far 
as it is the means of growth, either for the indi- 
vidual or for the community. Yet we are uncon- 
sciously coming to regard work as more important 
than life; and the moment that any proposal is 
made to regulate or restrain it in the interests of 
the worker, the cry is raised, as of one aghast 
at sacrilege, that we are ‘interfering with 
BUSINESS? "—J. J. M. 


Forward in the Better Life. By Olivia Egleston 
Phelps Stokes. Pilgrim Press, Boston. Frontis- 
piece. Cloth. 171 pages. $1 net. 

A large number of subjects are briefly considered 

by the author, to enable her to see more clearly 

what she herself needed in going “Forward in the 

Better Life,” with the hope also, that what she 
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has written will be of similar interest to any who 
may read these pages. Here is simple faith, 
courageous outlook, and a straightforward facing 
of the new adjustments modern life requires. 

Beginning on New Year’s Day in the quiet of 
her room she faces the year. She asks what is 
most important for her, and what has always been 
most important for everyone. She concludes it is 
to keep all God’s commands, not to select those 
that are easy and pleasant, but to keep all of 
them. The incentive is love, for, as Christ says: 
“Tf ye love me, ve will keep my commandments.” 

So with the Bible as a text book, she lets God 
speak to her through a vital study of its pages. 
Help comes in this “Better Life’ from prayer, the 
Church, Christian homes, the study of history and 
man, and from those who have turned their 
hindrances into helpfulness, as well as from the 
Bible. Subjects as widely diverse as Women, 
Suffering, Reading, War, Money, Missions, Sun- 
day, and Immigration are commented upon briefly, 
but always with relation to the “Better Life.” 
—T. C. 


From Dawn to Darkness. By Fidelis. Simpkin, 
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., London. 
Cloth. 228 pages. 1/— net. 


Printing the doctrines of the Roman Church in 
red letters on one page and those of Protestant- 
ism in black on the opposite page, the author, 
whom we suspect to be a former Roman Catholic, 
seeks to show that Romanism has departed from 
the primitive Apostolic faith. The controversial- 
ist may find in the book much material, historical 
and otherwise, which will be useful for his pur- 
pose.—W. H. J. 


Good News of a Spiritual Realm (The). By 
Dwight Goddard. Ann Arbor, Mich. Cloth. 
372 pages. $1. 


This is a life of Christ as told in the words of 
the New Testament. To be accurate, not quite 
those words, for the author has made use of his 
own free translation, and paraphrases are used to 
make the meaning clear to the modern reader. 
Considerable ingenuity is seen in the clever inter- 
weaving of the four Gospels to make a single 
connected story. Perhaps some of us occasionally 
would prefer the words of the revision to the 
author’s own translation; as for instance, “‘In the 
Beginning was the Word,” most of us will prefer, 
to “The Love Thought was the Beginning.’”? The 
idea of this volume is a good one and its execu- 
tion is, on the whole, admirable. It recalls a some- 
what similar book entitled ‘‘The Very Words,” 
published years ago in England, which we affec- 
tionately remember as in use for a period in 
family worship. This book will serve a similar 
purpose and it is well worth owning.—H. P. 


Introducing the American Spirit. By Edward A. 
Steiner. F. H. Revell Co., New York. Frontis- 
piece. Cloth. 274 pages. $1 net. 


In these days when the so-called ‘‘hyphenated 
American” is getting the worst of it, this book is 
most opportune. Professor Steiner, consciously 
or unconsciously, here shows in his own person 
how true an American a foreigner can be. It 
does us good to remember the loyalty of many 
of our foreign-born citizens. Professor Steiner 
is one, Jacob Riis was another. As a Protestant 
convert often makes the best Catholic, so a foreign- 
born man often makes the best American. Cer- 
tainly in this book Professor Steiner puts many of 
us to shame in his appreciation of the American 
spirit, which for. him is so good. As Jesus 
taught us to see the good first and to,see the 
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bad only to try to correct it, so Professor 
Steiner underscores our positive virtues and puts 
in parentheses our negative deficiencies. He finds 
in Chicago something besides pork, in New York 
something besides the skyscraper, and in Cali- 
fornia something besides climate.—H. P. 


Jesus Christ, the Unique Revealer of God. By 
Joseph T. Gibson, D. D. F. H. Revell Co., 
New York. Frontispiece. 513 pages $1.50 
net. 


Dr. Gibson frankly seeks toa aid others to see 
Christ as He is presented in the Scriptures. This 
study is especially designed for those who accept 
the Bible as an infallible rule for faith and duty. 
He regards the Christian religion as supernatural, 
and Christ as the only adequate Source of power 
in the development of perfect manhood, and as 
One Who binds into a unit the sixty-six books of 
the Bible. 

But the writer seeks also to offer a message to 
those who do not regard the Bible as infallible, or 
Jesus as the Saviour of the world. He holds that 
Jesus Christ has exerted such an influence as to 
arrest the attention of every intelligent man, and 
that, just as during His earthly life, “he could not 
be hid,” so after His Resurrection, His fame 
spread and He has come to be recognized as 
world wide in His beneficent influence. This 
volume seeks to aid all who sincerely inquire 
what they ought to do with Him.—T. C. 


Leaves of Life for Daily Inspiration. 
garet Bird Steinmetz. Abingdon Press, New 
York. Cloth. 384 pages. $1 net. 


As the title suggests, this is a book for daily 
reading—a page for each day in the year. It 
contains some historical data, the birth or death 
of prominent persons or the mention of historical 
events; also quotations from literature, a verse of 
scripture for each day and a short prayer. With 
two exceptions, one of them a quotation and the 
other for Christmas day, no mention is made in 
the prayers, of Jesus Christ and no allusion or 
petition to the Holy Spirit. The prayers are more 
ethical than spiritual—J. H. C. 


By Mar- 


Memories of a Publisher. By George Haven Put- 
nam, Litt. D. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Cloth! 
510 pages. $2 net. 


Mr. Putnam has given us many interesting pages 
in these Memories, which, united with a previous 
volume from his pen, form a long and intensely 
human document. Just because it is human it is 
also religious. His revolt against Calvinism, 
which led him as a young man to leave the First 
Baptist Church of New York; the testing of his 
old faith by a mission class in Mulberry Street; 
his experiments in listening to various preachers, 
and finally his joining the congregation of Dr. 
Frothingham, we read with combined sympathy 
and amusement. His respect for the things he 
abandoned, which was their due because of the 
full service they had rendered to earlier genera- 
tions, discloses the essential fairness of the man. 
The accounts given of Mr. Putnam’s friends and 
associates introduces us to many with whom most 
of us would not have even a speaking acquaint- 
ance. We will read many a favorite author with 
added appreciation for these introductions. In 
the. present war time the account that Mr. Put- 
nam gives of Lord Kitchener and his impressions 
of the man as he crossed the Atlantic in his 
company are most illuminating. These memo- 
ries are inspirations to all who would be good 
citizens and who dare to oppose vice and corrupt 
politics; to all who would be seekers after truth, 
even though it lead them away from the Church 
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of their fathers; to all who love honest thinking, 
even though sometimes it may be mistaken; and 
to all who love these and every ideal so much 
that they are willing to fight for them.—H. P, 


Old Testament in the Light of To-day (The). 
By William Frederic Badé. Houghton Mifflin 
Co., New York. Cloth. 326 pages. $1.75 net. 


The author of this book holds the second of the 
two views of the Old Testament which he men- 
tions in his introduction. This view is there stated 
as looking at the Old Testament “as a growth in 
which the moral sanctions of each stage of de- 
velopment were succeeded and displaced by the 
next higher ones.” This view is, of necessity, 
applied also to the New Testament, as constantly 
appears in these pages on the Old. The author, of 
course, has modern scholarship and modern com- 
mon sense on his side, and with such reinforce- 
ments it is no difficult task for him to march 
triumphantly along his appointed course. The 
book is a compact and clear examination of the 
religion of the Hebrews and the connecting links 
which join it to the universal faith of Christ. 
We commend this volume heartily to all who 
wish to love the Old Testament and the New, and 
to see from the humanity of both the divinity 
with which they overflow.—H. P. 


Reminiscences of Fifty Years in Christian Service. 
By C. W. Winchester, A. M., D. D.  Pente- 
costal Publishing Co., Louisville, Ky. Cloth. 
255 pages. 


We have greatly enjoyed this breezy and interest- 
ing sketch. There is not a dull page in it. It 
is good-to know that there are some of the oid- 
time, Methodist preachers left, and that God 
blesses their toil and testimony as in the days of 
old.—E. J. R. 


Sermon Notes from the Ministry of Jesus. By 
Mattie M. Boteler. Standard Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Cloth. 269 pages. $1. 


This unpretentious little volume is one of the best 
of its kind we have seen. Here is something of 
the expository gift of Miss Habershon combined 
with the effective homiletical art of the modern 
evangelist. The treatment of the themes is fresh 
and original, and there are flashes of deep in- 
sight. There are many marks of sound scholar- 
ship, while heaviness is avoided and practical use- 
fulness aimed at. The work ought to be in every 
pastor’s library. E. J. RK. ~ 


Sermons on the International Sunday School 
Lessons for 1916. By The Monday Club. The 
Pilgrim Press, Boston. Cloth. 385 pages. 


The Monday Club Sermons have for years been a 
well-known and much valued help in the study of 
the Sunday school lessons. The present volume 
is the forty-first of the series—and will be found 
especially useful for teachers of mature classes. 
The pith of the lesson is selected for treatment, 
and the sermons are characterized by vigor of 
thought, sound scholarship and spiritual insight. 
—W. H. J. 


Some Christian Convictions. By Henry Sloane 
Coffin. Yale University Press, New Haven, 
Conn. Cloth. 266 pages. 75 cents net. 


A sub-title says that the book is a practical 
restatement in terms of present-day thinking; and 
the preface says that it is the author’s purpose to 
bring the results of the study of modern scholar- 
ship to those who “believe in thinking” and 
wish to “think in believing.” 

The book will be a real spiritual are light to 
many who, as the author puts it, find themselves 
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with their hearts in and their heads outside of the 
Church. He has a singularly acute and sympa- 
thetic faculty for picking out the essential’ spiritual 
fact and presenting it in the thorough form of the 
modern scientific mind, the chapters dealing with 
the great elementals, The Bible, The Person of 
Christ, The Cross, The Church, Immortality, etc. 
It is one of the encouraging signs that we have 
real leaders who know how to present a religion 
of power in terms that command assent from the 
thoughtful modern mind.—J. M. S. 


Transplanted Truths: Or Expositions of Great 
Texts in Ephesians. By Alvah Sabin Hobart, 
D. D. Griffith & Rowland Press, Philadelphia. 
Cloth. 183 pages. 75 cents net. 


This exposition of some of the great passages 
in Ephesians is an aid in understanding this 
great book. Mr. Hobart is the professor of New 
Testament Interpretation in Crozer Seminary, 
and handles his subject with the simplicity over- 
lying true knowledge, of which only the true 
student is capable.—E. C. W. 


Triumphant Ministry (The). Letters from 
Timothy Kilbourn to Fred Gaynor. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. Cloth. 107 pages. 


40 cents net. 


These ‘“‘Letters’” are expository of what a pastor’s 
life may be, a life .of wide opportunities, of 
constant activities among the rich and poor, of 
relations with the business man, the capitalist 
and the pauper. That the author has found the 
life worth while breathes through every paragraph. 
That he has accomplished far more than the 
newspaper man, the clerk, or the man of business 
is equally evident to the reader.—E.-C. W. 


What is a Christian? By John Walker Powell. 
Macmillan Co., New York. 201 pages. $1 net. 


At the outbreak of the war, it seemed to many 
that Christianity had completely failed. Amid 
the anxious discussion that followed, one editor 
of a popular magazine asked, “‘What is a Chris- 
tian?’”? The many earnest replies to- this ques- 
tion stimulated the author,to write this readable 
book in reply. He is thoroughly modern in his 
viewpoint, balanced and gifted with insight into 
the unchanging realities of our faith. His dis- 
cussion is extremely clear. Naturally he gives 
much attention to Christianity as it bears on 
“War,” “Wealth” and the “Church.” There is 
little in it that is novel, but one feels like thank- 
ing him for saying so clearly the things that most 
earnest people feel, but are incompetent to ex- 
press.—J. M. S. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Acts of the Apostles (The): Studies in Primi- 
tive Christianity. By Rev. W. H. Griffith 


Thomas, D. D. Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago. Cloth. 96 pages. 50 
cents net. 
Book of Revelation (The). By Rev. J. T. 
Dean, M. A. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New 
York. Cloth. 191 pages. 90 cents net. 


Book of Worship of the Church School (The). 
Prepared by Hugh Hartshorne, B. D., Ph. D. 
Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York. Cloth 
170 pages. 55 cents net. ; 

Boy Scout Movement Applied by the Church 
(The). By Norman E. Richardson, S. T. B., 
Ph. D. and Ormond E. Loomis. Chas. Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, New York. Illustrated. Cloth. 445 
pages. $1.50. 
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Cassock and Sword. By Charles Lenz, Ph. D. 
Katherina Lenz and Heinrich Lincoln Lenz. 
Frontispiece. Cloth. 351 pages. $2. 

Challenge to Life Service (A). By Frederick M. 
Harris and Joseph C. Robbins. Association 
Press, New York. Cloth. 175 pages. 50 cents. 

Child Study and Child Training. By William 
Byron Forbush. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New 
York. Cloth. 319 pages. $1 net. 

Father Payne. Anonymous. G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, New York. Cloth. 422 pages. $1.50 
net. 

Kingdom in History and Prophecy (The). By 
Lewis Sperry Chafer. F. H. Revell Co., New 
York. Cloth. 157 pages. 75 cents net. 

Life Abiding and Abounding. By Rev. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D. D. Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, Chicago. Cloth. 79 pages. 
40 cents net. 

Life of Prayer (The). By A. B. Simpson. 
tian Alliance Publishing Co., 
Cloth. 162 pages. 50 cents. 
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Manual for Training in Worship. By _Hugh 
Hartshorne, B. D., Ph. D. -Chas. Scribner’s 
Sons, New York. Cloth. 154 pages. $1 net. 

New Personality and Other Sermons (The). By 
Frederick F. Shannon... F. H. Revell Co. 
Cloth. 205 pages. $1 net. 

Sailors’ Magazine and Seamen’s Friend (The). 
1914-1915. American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
New York. Illustrated. Board. 192 pages. 

Spirit Power. By May Thirza Churchill. The 
Buffalo Commercial, Buffalo, N. Y. Cloth. 
64 pages. 50 cents. 

Studies in Revival. Edited by Cyril C. B. Bards- 
ley and T. Guy Rogers. Longmans, Green & 
Co., New York. Cloth. 69 pages. 40 cents 
net. 

This Hour Not the Hour of the Prince of Peace. 
By I. M. Haldeman, D. D. Charles C. Cook, 
New York. Paper. 56 pages. 20 cents. 

We Would See Jesus, and Other Sermons. By 
George W. Truett, D. D. F. H. Revell Co., 
New York. Cloth. 224 pages. $1 net. 


THOUGHTS FOR THE QUIET HOUR. 


MARCH, 1916. 


Wednesday, ist. In the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life. Phil. wu. 15, 16. 


Taken by itself your life is certainly a 
very insignificant affair; but, placed as you 
are in the kind of universe which God has 
made, your life becomes of infinite impor- 
tance. You are not your own; you are in 
the service of that which is greater than 
yourself, and that service touches your life 
with its own greatness. It is as though 
you were a lighthouse keeper set to do your 
duty on your bare rock. Can any life be 
more unpraised or insignificant? Why sit 
through weary nights to keep your flame 
alive? Why not sleep on, all unobserved, 
and let your little light go out? Because it 
is not your light—that is the point. You 
are not its owner; you are its keeper. You 
are set there with this as your trust. The 
great design of the Power you serve takes 


you thus out of your insignificance.— 
Francis J. Peabody. 


Thursday, 2nd. Therefore I take pleas- 
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessi- 
ties, im- persecutions, in distresses «for 
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong. 2 Cor. xu. Io. 

Weakness always appeals to noble 


strength. Hence Paul could say, “When I 


am weak, then am I strong,” for his 
strength was in God. He could even re- 
joice in weakness, that the power of 


. Christ might rest upon him.—A. C. Dixon. 


Friday, 3rd. More than conquerors 
through him that loved us. Rom. viti. 37. 


Every worker with God is conscious of 
the presence of evil in the world. Let 
that consciousness always be held in con- 
nection with the glorious fact that, over all, 
Christ is absolute Master. The Church is 
not fighting a conflict the issue of which 
is uncertain. The victory has been won, 
and therefore it must be won—G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. 


Saturday, 4th. Thine alms are had in 
remembrance in the sight of God. Acts 
vale 

Our little acts of kindness may be un- 
remembered by our friends and neighbors, 
yet they are never forgotten by God.— 
W. L. Watkinson. 


Sunday, 5th. For this God is our God 
for. ever and ever: he will be our guide 
even unto death. Ps. xlviti. 14. 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth. John 
GUL. 13. 

One time, as we were approaching the 
shores of France, we were feeling our way 
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into the narrow channel. The ship halted 
and by her side there came a pilot to take 
the ship into port, because he knew the 
waters and harbors, the signs and laws. 
Now we are voyagers upon wider waters 
than that. Many have crossed the sea, but 
they did not come back to tell us of the 
wonder of the land into which they came, 
and so men staggered across the waves. 
When they felt their way into the mists, 
they cried out to God from the shadows. 
Then He sent a Pilot from the land to 
which we are going. And, beloved, He 
will bring us Home.—G. Glenn Atkins. 


Monday, 6th. They that wait upon the 
Lorp shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint. Isa. xl. 31. 

The way to have power is to ask for 
it—R. A. Torrey. 


Tuesday, 7th. God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. John 
Mt. 16. 

The Christian doctrine of immortality is 
not, properly speaking, an expectation of 
’ another life after death; it is a conviction 
of the deathlessness of life—Rockwell H. 
Potter. 


Wednesday, 8th. Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world: 
For... . inasmuch as ye have done tt 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done tt unto me. Maitt..xxv. 34, 


40. 


Dear Lord, I come to Thee with empty 
hands, 
No gift I bring; 4 
So busy was I that there seemed no time 
For garnering. 


To one athirst beside me, Lord, I gave 
The cup I bore; 

And to a weary comrade lent the strength 
He needed sore. 


A little, tender child, in tears, afraid, 
Clung close to me, 

And him I carried. So, to glean my hands 
Were never free. 


Dear Lord, ashamed I hide my face. I 
came 
. Through golden lands, 
And yet, at last, can only offer Thee 
My weary hands. 
—Selected. 
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Thursday, 9th. Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before. Phil. ii. 13. 


Saint Paul’s advice is needed. To carry 
it out requires sustained and vigorous 
effort. Our natural inclination is to do the 
exact opposite: to remember the things 
that are behind and to forget those which 
are before—a course that results in the un- 
nerving of purpose and consequent injury 
to activity—Charles H. Brent. 


Friday, roth. Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so in earth. Give us day by day our daily 
bread. Luke xi. 2, 3. 


This prayer contemplates a man so 
wrapped up in and enamored of the great 
programme of Christ that it fills all the 
foreground of his life, and only after he 
has poured out his soul for that which is 
the master passion of his being, does he 
turn to ask for the supply of his own 
needs, and these only in order that he may 
be equipped and sustained to do Christ’s 
work.—James A. Francis. 


Saturday, 11th. Whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God. fr Cor. x. 31. 


Do not try to do a great thing; you may 
waste all your life waiting for an oppor- 
tunity which may never come. But, since 
little things are always claiming your at- 
tention, do them as they come, from a 
great motive, the glory of God, to win His 
smile of approval, and to do good to men.— 
F, B. Meyer. 


Sunday, 12th. Thy faithfulness reacheth 
unto the clouds. Ps. xxxvi. 5. 


If God’s “faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds” we may be assured that our cloudy 
experiences are weighted with beneficence. 
“The clouds drop fatness,” and sometimes 
the concealing veil of providence becomes 
so thin and transparent that even human 
eyes can discern the benign purpose of the 
cloud. “The garish day” was making us 
hard. The springs and rivers of sympathy 
were shrunken as in the time of drought. 
The delicate things of the spirit were 
shriveled. Our love was withering. We 
lacked the moisture that is needful for 
fine emotion. And then the clouds came. 
Our sky became overcast. The glamour 
was hid. We thought it hard, but the very 
ministry of the cloud was to remove our 
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hardness. The clouds dropped fatness. 
The good Lord opened out our long-sealed 
springs. Sympathies that had become 
scanty and reluctant began to flow like 
rivers after the rain. And many a tender 
grace that had languished in drought be- 
came refreshed and lifted up its head in 
fragrant strength and beauty.—J. H. Jowett. 


Monday, 13th. Present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, ana”: . be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Rom. «u. I, 2. 

To have Him daily renew our spirits, 
by writing His law in our hearts and 
minds, is to lift the handicap of sin and 
to emancipate the soul in the freedom of 
the Spirit—Cornelius Woelfkin. 


Tuesday, 14th. Jesus.... saith, 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust 
in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 
Mark x. 24. 


It is not the pleasantest providences that 
always bring us the greatest blessings.— 
John Henry Strong. 


Wednesday, 15th. A vision appeared to 
Paul in the night. . And after he had 
seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured 
to go ito Macedonia, assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to preach 
the gospel. Acts xvi. 9, IO. 


Achievement must be the counterpart of 
vision. . Christ is not only the In- 
spirer of the imagination, but He empowers, 
capitalizes, the will. When Christ has His 
place of growing ascendency in the life, the 
will begins to grapple with moods and in- 
clinations; to translate. vision into action; 
to turn longing, wishing, hoping, into 
achieving —John Douglas Adam. 


Thursday, 16th. He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him. Ps. cxxvi. 6 


What matter how it was sown, whether 
in tears or with laughter, now that the har- 
vest has come? What matter the winter’s 
snow and ice, and the delay of the spring, 
now that the sheaves fill my arms? It was 
mine to sow, and it was mine to wait. It 
is God’s to furnish the harvest, and His 
work is better than mine!—Amos R. Wells. 


Friday, 17th. The God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Rom. xv. 13. 


Record of Christian Work. 


Hope . . is the laboring oar that 
carries the boat inshore; it is the sail 
away off on the horizon that betokens the 
long-expected ship; it is the palm tree on 
the edge of the desert, promising refresh- 
ment to the fainting traveler—Malibie D. 
Babcock. 


Saturday, 18th. Great is thy faith: be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt. Matt. xv. 
28. 


We need a faith that rests on a great 
God, and which expects Him to keep His 
own word, and to do just what He has 
promised.—J. Hudson Taylor. 


Sunday, roth. I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thow perfect. Gen. 
xv. I. 

Or paraphrased: “I am the all-sufficient 
One: walk in My fellowship, and be thou 
sufficient.” . . The direction, “Be thou 
sufficient,” carries with it the authority to 
make it actually so in the patriarch’s life. 
It is like the great word that came to 
Gideon, as he skulked in his cowardly fear 
and weakness, trying to hide from the 
Midianites, and the angel of Jehovah came 
along and said: “The Lorp is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour.” Gideon must 
have felt like falling through the earth with 
the sense of the ludicrousness of such a 
message to him at that moment. But the 
next word explained and made effective 
what had seemed so out of place: “The 
Lorp looked upon him, and said, Go in this 
thy might, and thou shalt save Israel.” 
Shall we go forth in this Divine and all- 
victorious faith, giving back to Him what 
He is waiting to give to us and proving that 
other mighty promise true: “Thy God hath 
commanded thy strength: strengthen, O 
God, that which thou hast wrought? ?— 
A. B. Simpson. 


Monday, 20th. His delight is in the law 
of the Lorp. Ps. 1. 2. 


Dedication of life to the will of God 
perfects every part of our nature. De- 
light “in the law of the Lorn” assures us of 
the fullest development of all Nature’s 
promise and prevents disappointment 
through the withering and blighting of life’s 
possibilities—John McDowell. 


Tuesday, 21st. Create 


r im me a clean 
heart, O God. Ps. lh. ro. 
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This be my prayer from dawn to eve, 

Working between the suns: 

Lord, make my arm as firm as a knight’s, 
My soul as white as a nun’s. 


“Make ie pe one to smite, and gentle to 
eal, 
_ And quick to comfort and bless; 
With lips that can harden into a ‘no,’ 
Or soften into a ‘yes.’ 


“This be the word when I come to die: 
___. ‘He scorned the false and mean; 
His strength to serve God’s world was 
great, 
Because his soul was clean.’ ” 


—Selected. 


Wednesday, 22nd. Great peace have they 
which love thy law: and nething shall 
offend them. Ps. cxix. 165. 


It is the people who never open their 
Bibles, the people who never study the 
Scriptures, who become offended, and won- 
der why they are having such a hard time. 
They are the persons who tell you that 
Christianity is not what it has been recom- 
mended to them; that they have found it 
is not all that we claim it to be. The real 
trouble is, they have not done as the Lord 
has told them to do. They have neglected 
the Word of God. If they had been study- 
_ ing the Word of God, they would not be 
in that condition—D. L. Moody. 


Thursday, 23rd. My mouth shall speak 
the praise of the Lorn: and let all flesh 
bless his holy name for ever and ever. Ps. 
calv, 21. 


Cultivate the thankful spirit! It will be 
to thee a perpetual feast. There is, or 
ought to be, with us no such thing as small 
mercies: all are great, because the least are 
undeserved. Indeed, a really thankful 
heart will extract motive for gratitude 
from everything, making the most even of 
scanty blessings.—J. R. Macduff. 


Friday, 24th. Thy testimomes have I 
taken as an heritage for ever: for they are 
the rejoicing of my heart. Ps. cxix, IIT. 

The most precious words in the world 
. are the words of Jesus. Ii a new manu- 
script should be discovered containing say- 
ings which could be proved to be the 
words of Christ, its value would be be- 
yond measurement in gold. Yet do we 
value the words of Christ we already have 
as we should value them, or as we would 
esteem them if we did not have them and 
they suddenly should be discovered? If 
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the words of Jesus are so valuable, let us 
store them in our minds, our hearts, our 
lives—and do them—J. R. Miller. 


Saturday, 25th. 
doubt not, . . 
S57, Buk 


There is nothing impossible, even in the 
sphere of the cleansing of a man’s own life 
and the empowering of a man’s own will, 
to the creative power of faith—Robert E. 
Speer. 


If ye have faith, and 
. . it shall be done. Matt. 


Sunday, 26th. Praying in 
Ghost. Jude 20. 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the 
unspeakable blessing of every believer’s 
life, and this Divine presence is intimately 
connected with our life of prayer. The 
Holy Spirit pleads within us, and we in 
turn “pray in the Holy Spirit.” The word 
“Advocate” as applied to our Lord and the 
word “Comforter” as applied to the Spirit 
are the same, and the meaning is “one 
called to help.” The Advocate above pleads 
before the Throne, the Advocate within 
pleads in our hearts, and thus we are linked 
to the throne of God and are enabled to 
pray in the Holy Spirit. He reveals our 
needs, prompts our petitions, influences our 
desires, strengthens our faith, and confirms 
our hope and expectation of answers to 
our prayers. The more fully we can realize 
our union and communion with the Holy 
Spirit, the more we shall experience the 
joy and power of praying “with all prayer 
atid supplication in the Spirit.’—W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. 


the Holy 


Monday, 27th. They sing as it were a 
new song before the throne, and before the 
four living creatures and the elders: and 
no man could learn the song save the hun- 
dred and forty and four thousand, even 
they that had been purchased out of the 
earth. Rev. xiv. 3 (R. V.). 

The reason why the world is not won for 


Christianity more rapidly is that Chris- 


‘tian people, to so large an extent, do not 


practice through the week “the new song” 
they love to sing during the hour of wor- 
ship—J. Hope Moulton. 


Tuesday, 28th. Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Loro. 
Zech. iv. 6. 

It does not take great men to do great 
things, it only takes consecrated men. The 
earnest, resolute man, whom God works 
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through, is the medium by which His great- 
est work is often done. Go then, my breth- 
ren, to your blessed work. Be absolutely 
simple. Be absolutely genuine. Never say 
to anyone what you do not feel and believe 
with your whole heart. Be simple, be con- 
secrated, and, above all things, be pure. No 
man who is not himself pure can carry 
the message of God.—Phillips Brooks. 


Wednesday, 29th. And Jesus arose, and 
followed him..... And behold, a woman, 
which was diseased . . came behind 
him, and touched the hem of his garment: 

wJesus turned... 4... GNGod ansaid, 
. thy faith hath made thee 
BU OLC ke edie And . . Jesus came into 
the rulers house. ‘Matt. ix. 19-23. 


The things Jesus did on the way to the 
things He set out to do were often the 
‘largest things He did in His life. We are 
never able to measure a human life. We 
cannot tell how much we do. But it is 
safe to say that the things we do on the 
way to the things we have purposed are 
always larger than the things we set out 
to accomplish. It may be they are worse, 
or it may be they are better; but our un- 
conscious acts are greater than our con- 
scious deeds.—George L. Cady. 
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Thursday, 3oth. Herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void of 
offence toward God. Acts «xxiv. 16. 

Conscience is not given to a man to in- 
struct him in the right, but to prompt him 
to choose the right instead of the wrong 
when he is instructed as to what: is right. 
It tells a man that he ought to do right, 
but it does not tell him what is right. And 
if a-man make up his mind that a cer- 
tain wrong course is a right one, the 
more he follows conscience the more hope- 
less he is as a wrongdoer. One is pretty far 
gone in an evil way when he serves the 
devil conscientiously—Henry Clay Trum- 
bull. 


Friday, 31st. Thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left. Isa. 
named 


Whatever turn the path may take to left 
or right, 
I think it follows 
The tracing of a wiser Hand, through dark 
or light, 
Across the hills and in the shady 
hollows. 
—Henry van Dyke. 


DEVOTIONAL STUDIES IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS. 


Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., D.D. 


HEROES AND MARTYRS OF FAITH. 


(March 12, Heb. xi. 1-xii. 2.) 


Mar. 6. Heb. xi. 1-16. 
Mar. 7. Heb. xi. 17-31, 
Mar. 8. Heb. xi. 32-xii, 2. 
Mar. 9. Matt. x. 32-42 
Mar. 10. 1 Pet. iv. 12-19 
Mar. 11. Jude 17-25 

Mar. 12. eb. iii. 


Faith has been defined as the conviction 
that we have of the reality of things which 
we do not see. It is more than that. It 
is that our actions are determined by those 
unseen things. We take them into our cal- 
culation and count on them with the cer- 
tainty and assurance that men of the world 
have in familiar factors of daily existence. 


Faith is the faculty of realizing the un- 
seen. The maxim of human experience is 
that Seeing is Believing; but with the man 
of faith: Believing is Seeing. We are as 
sure of what is hidden as of what is already 
before our eyes, because God is and He is 
the Rewarder of those that diligently seek 
Him. 

Such faith is begotten within us, prima- 
rily, by the study of God’s Word. It is also 
greatly stimulated by the mighty acts of 
the heroes and martyrs of the past. For 
this reason we should consider with pro- 
found interest this wonderful list of ex- 
ploits, wrought by men and women like 
ourselves, to whom God was a living 
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reality, and who reckoned on His reinforce- 
ments that they could not see, with as much 
confidence as if the shining legions of 
helpers were deploying within their sight. 
There is this, also, to be borne in mind, 
God never fails to answer the appeal of 
faith. He bore witness to Abel’s sacrifice, 
by the fire that consumed it. He bore 
witness to Enoch’s faith, by translating 
him. All these heroes and saints had wit- 
ness borne to them, though they did not re- 
ceive the entire fulfilment of the promise 
(ver. 2, 4, 5, 39; see also Heb. ii. 4). 

Faita Greatens Men. Run through the 
roll call of heroes. We must admit that 
those whose names are mentioned stand in 
the first ranks of their race, shining as stars. 
But their claim to be thus regarded was cer- 
tainly not natural genius. Enoch, for in- 
stance, and his line, being Sethites, may 
have been inferior to many of the family of 
Cain, so far as mere intellectual or artistic 
attainment went. But his faith lifted him 
out of the ranks of mediocrity to a species 
of primacy amongst men; and should faith 
become the master principle of your life 
and mine, it would similarly enlarge and 

enrich our whole being. 

- Farrg 1s ConsIstENT WitH VERY 
DIFFERENT DEGREES OF KNOWLEDGE. Abel’s 
idea of the meaning of sacrifice differed 
widely from David’s. Samson’s knowl- 
edge of God was vastly inferior to that of 
Moses or David. The world’s gray fathers 
lived in the twilight as compared to the 
latter ,days of Christian noontide. But 
notwithstanding all differences, the same 
spirit of faith animated them. They knew 
Whom they had believed, and were per- 
suaded that He was able to do and would 
do all and more than all He had promised. 
All of them beheld the gleam of the city 
beyond the mists of time and reached out 
their hands with eager longing towards it, 
and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth (ver. 15, 16). 

FairH 1s PossIBLE TO ALL CLassEs. In 
this list are women as well as men. Sarah 
and-Rahab, as well as Abraham and Joshua; 
the widow of Shunem, and the mighty 
prophet who brought her son back to life; 
Moses, the student of Egypt’s wisdom; 
Gideon, the husbandman; Isaac, the 
grazier; Jacob, the shrewd cattle-breeder ; 
Barak, the soldier; David, the shepherd; 
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and Samuel, the prophet. Their occupa- 
tions and circumstances varied infinitely; 
but there was not one of them that did not 
live under the influence of this master 
principle. Whatever may be a man’s law- 
ful calling, he may abide therein with God, 
under the influence of faith. Like the fir 
or pine, faith flourishes in any soil. 

FairH CAN MAstTER INSUPERABLE DIFFI- 
cutties. It is difficult to lead a pilgrim 
life, and such difficulties would be prob- 
ably keenly. felt by the patriarchs; but what 
faith did for them it will do for others. It 
is difficult, amid the cares of business or 
public office to keep the heart fresh, 
devout and young; but it is not impossible 
to faith, which maintained the spirit of 
patriotism and devotion in the heart of. 
Joseph, though sorely tempted to sink into 
an Egyptian grandee. It is difficult to face 
the loss of all things, and the displeasure 
of the great; but Moses did both under the 
spell of faith in the unseen. 

There are many difficulties before us all. 
Stormy seas forbid our passage; frowning 
fortifications bar our progress; mighty 
kingdoms defy our power; lions roar 
against us; fire lights its flaming barricade 
in our path; the sword, the armies of the 
alien, mockings, scourgings, bonds and im- 
prisonment—all these menace our peace, 
darken our horizon, and try on us their 
power; but faith has conquered all these 
before, and it shall do as much again. 

FAITH IS THE INSPIRATION AND POWER 
oF ouR Datry Lire. . When, in his Egyptian 
campaign, Napoleon was leading his troops 
through the neighborhood of the Pyra- 
mids, he pointed to those hoary remnants 
of a great antiquity, and said: “Soldiers, 
forty centuries look down on you.” Simi- 
larly there have been summoned before our 
thought the good and great, the martyrs, 
confessors, prophets and kings of the past. 
We have been led through the corridors of 
the Divine mausoleum, and bidden to read 
the names and epitaphs of those of whom 
God was not ashamed. We have felt our 
faith grow stronger as we read and pondered 
the inspiring record; and now, by a single 
touch, these saintly souls are depicted as 
having passed from the arena into the 
crowded tiers, from which to observe the 
course which we are treading to-day. They 
were witnesses to the necessity, nature and 
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power of faith. They are witnesses also of 
our lives and struggles, our victories and 
defeats, our past and present. 

One of the finest pictures in the world 
is that of the Madonna de San Sisto at 
Dresden, which depicts the infant Saviour 
in the arms of His mother, surrounded by 
clouds, which attracted no special notice 
until lately; but when the accumulated dust 
of centuries was removed, they were found 
to be composed of myriads of angel faces. 
Surely this is the thought of the inspired 
writer when he speaks of “so great a cloud 
of witnesses.” In some of the more 
spacious amphitheaters of olden times, the 
spectators rose in tier above tier to the 
number of forty or fifty thousand; and to 
the thought of the combatant as he looked 
around on this multitude of human faces, 
set in varied and gorgeous coloring, these 
vast congregations of his race must have 
appeared like clouds, composed of infini- 
tesimal units, but all making up one mighty 
aggregate, and bathed in such hues as are 
cast on the clouds at sunrise or sunset by 
the level sun. If these Hebrew Christians 
were faltering, and inclined to relinquish 
their earnestnesss, they would have been 
strangely stirred and quickened by the 
thought that they were living under the 
close inspection of the spirits of the mighty 
dead. To us also the same exhortation 
applies. 

Let us run! Life is earnest (Phil. iii. 
12). Let us run free of weights! There 
are weights which are not sins. Is there 
anything in your life which disinclines you 
to prayer and Bible study, that produces in 
your best moments uneasiness and disturb- 
ance, that others permit, but your inner 
consciousness condemns? It is a weight! 
Put it aside! Let us specially lay aside 
besetting sin. 

FairH WAS THE SECRET OF OUR LorpD’s 
Lire. He emptied Himself for a time of 
His intrinsic power as Son of God, that He 
might depend on the Father as He did 
(see Mark xi. 22; John vi. 57). Note 
here also He is described as being the 
Prince or Captain, and the Finisher of 
faith, as though from the beginning to the 
end of His life, He was content to receive 
from the Father all those reinforcements, 
which His daily ministry required. 


GotpEN Text: Heb. writ. 1, 2. 


PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN. 


(March 19, Acts viii. 26-40.) 


Mar. 13. Acts viii. 4-13. 
Mar. 14. Acts viii. 14-25. 
Mar. 15. Acts viii. 26-40. 
Mar. 16. Jonah i. 1-10. 
Mar. 17. Usa. xix 18-25; 
Mar. 18. Isa. lx. 1-9. 
Mar. 19, Eph. ii. 11-22. 


The Spirit of Inspiration led to the re- 
cording of this incident to illustrate the 
effect that the scattering of the Church 
produced, not only within the limits of the 
Jewish nation, but beyond. Here we have 
another indication of her God-guided move- 
ment to perform her great mission to the 
outlying races of mankind. The inevitable 
impulse of Christianity was outward, hea- 
thenward, and westward. After having 
been for seven years limited to Jerusalem, 
the Gospel now goes forth, first to Samaria, 
then to the Ethiopian eunuch,—the first 
heathen convert,—and presently to the house 
of Cornelius, the gay city of Antioch, and 
so through the world. But there are 
beautiful touches in this narrative, which 
make it intrinsically precious. 

1. THE QUEsT oF THE SouL FoR Gop. 
On the southern border of Judea lay a tract 
of uninhabited country, that led by way 
of the coast of Egypt, and so to Ethiopia, 
lying further to the south. The capital 
of this great country of swarthy-skinned 
people was the island-city of Meroé, which 
for centuries had been ruled by queens 
bearing the titular name of Candace. At 
the time of our story, the treasurer of this 
land, who was a high official, was a man of 
deep and intense piety. Without home or 
human love, he sought the satisfaction and 
response for which his nature craved from 
the communion and fellowship of that spir- 
itual world, of which he was dimly con- 
scious. The deities of his native country 
failed to satisfy him. He could say with 
the Psalmist, “My heart and my flesh crieth 
out for the living God.” He was one of 
those children of God, of whom the Apostle 
speaks, who were destined to be gathered 
under the shepherd-care of Christ into the 
one fold (see John xi. 52). We also 
remember that it was written, “Ethiopia 
shall soon stretch out her hands unto God” 
(Psalm Ixviii. 31). 

Probably a synagogue of Alexandrian 
Jews had settled in his city and his atten- 
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tion had been attracted to the simplicity and 
purity of their worship. He was arrested 
by the absence of any idol figure, and 
commenced to study their sacred book, 1.e., 
the Old Testament, translated into Greek 
and known as the Septuagint. Finally he 
became convinced that the Jehovah of Jeru- 
salem was the God he needed, obtained a 
furlough from his official duties, secured 
introductions to leading men in the holy 
city, and went thither with great reverence 
and desire to worship in the Temple. He 
could not penetrate into its inner courts. 
The Court of the Gentiles was the furthest 
limit of approach. The Beautiful Gate was 
closed to him, but he could descry from the 
distance the blue column of smoke that 
arose from the altar and could hear the 
deep tones and sweet chantings of the 
Hebrew choirs, renowned throughout the 
world. He would endeavor to understand 
the meaning of the sacred rites, and to dis- 
tinguish between the various schools of 
thought, as bewildering to him as our re- 
ligious divisions are to the traveler from 
Japan. 

Deeply impressed, he had not found the 
object of his quest. He was seeking goodly 
pearls, but had not found the Pearl, and so 
presently, as he returned to his own 
country, when he was clear of Jerusalem, 
he brought out his precious copy of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, and guided by 
the Divine Spirit seems to have opened it 
at that passage, which is preéminently the 
Holy of Holies of the Book, and began to 
read the fifty-second and fifty-third chap- 
ters of Isaiah. Not many travelers be- 
guile their time so well. Newspapers and 
works of fiction provide the diet for rail- 
way or boat; but how wise it would be if 
we utilized our longer or shorter journeys 
for that Divine literature, which has been 
contrived by infinite wisdom to meet every 
variety of taste. 

2. Tur Divine Response. (1) The 
Holy Spirit was manifestly at work within 
him. Dare to believe that that Light 
lights every man who comes into the world. 
Many refuse it and hold the truth in 
unrighteousness (Rom. i. 18). But where 
the soul follows the inner light it will 
come out at length “on the shining table- 
lands.” Altogether independently of the 
missionary’s work; men are groping 
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towards God, and our true work is to find 
out the pure and sincere souls, who have 
gone as far as they can and say to them, as 
Paul did at Athens: “Whom therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 
you.” (2) There was the Word of God 
which giveth light to the simple. (3) There 
was the ministry of Philip. 

Whilst he was still in Samaria, harvest- 
ing the results of the notable revival which 
had broken out there, and accumulating 
volumes of experience for his future life 
work, he suddenly became aware of the 
presence of an angel, who had come 4s an 
express messenger from his Master, bid- 
ding him go to a certain spot on the deso- 
late seaboard. It was a very unexpected 
direction, and Philip must have seriously 
considered whether he was not deceived. 
It seems strange that there was more im- 
portant work waiting him than could be 
done in Samaria, but “he arose and went,” 
and took up his watch on the great route- 
road. Past him went regiments of the 
Roman army, caravans of commerce, the 
stately camel, the ass of the poor, Romans, 
Greeks, Egyptians, Jews. There may have 
been a pause in the traffic as the eunuch’s 
chariot was passing, and the quick ear 
of the evangelist heard its owner read- 
ing aloud, after the Oriental manner. It 
was the sign Philip was looking for, he 
ran beside the chariot, asked if he could 
be of assistance, and found himself en- 
sconced beside this anxious inquirer. We 
are often taken from the crowded city 
into silence and solitude. Let us be sure 
that there is a reason, which will be dis- 
closed if we wait in obedient patience. One 
act wrought in God’s Spirit will be worth 
months of waiting. 

3. CHRIST AS THE Key TO THE OLD 
TESTAMENT. Ambrose told Augustine, 
when he came to him as an inquirer, to 
master Isaiah, but Atgustine confessed 
that he had no key to Isaiah. But Philip 
had the key, and beginning from that 
Scripture preached unto him Jesus. I hear 
him expatiating on the Divine origin, life, 
death and Resurrection of our Lord, until 
turning to his pupil, he must have said: 
“Have you not heard of Him?” “Yes,” the 
eunuch would reply, “contradictory stories 
were told me both in my own country and 
in the bazaars at Jerusalem.” Then Philip 
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told him how all that he had seen in the 
splendid ceremonial of the Temple was but 
a shadow and type, and that Jesus was 
Himself sypreme Priest and Sacrifice, 
bruised for our iniquities, wounded for our 
transgressions, and healing us by His 
stripes. 

Then the light broke. He Who com- 
manded light to shine out of darkness, 
shone in his heart. With the heart this 
highly placed statesman believed unto 
righteousness, and now he desired with lip 
and act to make confession unto salvation. 
The chariot waited by the pool of water, 
as the two men entered, and Philip bap- 
tized him. By that act the newly made 
disciple avowed his faith in Jesus as de- 
livered for his offenses and raised for his 
justification, and identified himself with the 
Son of God, Who loved him and gave Him- 
self for him. 

Notice ver. 39, the contrast between A.V. 
and R.V.—not and but for. The royal 
chamberlain was so taken up with his new- 
found joy, that Philip was hardly missed. 
Going homeward on his journey, he lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, blessing God and say- 
ing, Glory and honor and praise be unto 
Thee, for that Thou hast brought me into 
the marvelous light of Thy holy Truth. 

GoupEen TEXT: Acts viii. 30. 


THE GREAT MULTITUDE. 
(March 26, Rev. vii. 9-17.) 


Mar. 20. Acts i. 1-143 ii. 1-11. 
Mar. 21. Acts ii. 20-24, 29-41. 
Rom. viii. 12-30. 
Mar. 22. Acts ili, 1-12; iv. 8-21. 
Mara023) ePhilsiid-i1. 
Acts iv. 32-v. 5. 
Mar. 24. Acts vi. 1-7; vii. 54-viii, 3. 
Mar. 25. Heb. xi. 32-xii. 2. 
Mar. 26. Acts viii. 26-40. 


Rev. vii. 9-17. 


Robert Burns used to say that he could 
never read these verses without tears. 
They are indeed pathetically beautiful. If 
the previous paragraph refers to Israel, 
the chosen people, these words at least may 
be appropriated by that vast ingathering 
from amongst the Gentiles, the greatness of 
which shall satisfy even the heart of Christ, 
Who yearned over those other sheep, that 
did not belong to the Jewish fold. 

Before we consider the various elements 
of their blessedness, we will consider Tur 
TitLe DEEDS OF THE INHERITANCE. One of 


Record of Christian Work. 


the elders asked John if he knew who they 
were, who stood robed in white before the 
throne. But the Apostle referred the 
answer back to the questioner; not that he 
was altogether ignorant, but he desired that 
the intuitions of his own heart might be 
confirmed and amplified by his celestial in- 
structor. He was told that they had come 
out of the great tribulation. Tribulation 
has always been the experience of the 
saints. It is the king’s highway (John 
xvi. 33). Countless feet have trod it. 
Peter told his fellow believers, bewildered 
with the severity of their experiences, that 
no strange thing had happened to them, they 
were simply experiencing the sufferings of 
Christ and His Church. Probably the 
special tribulation, out of which these saints 
had come, was caused by the commotions 
referred to at the close of chap. vi. But 
in any case, it was not their sufferings that 
had won the palms of victory and procured 
their entrance to the throne-room of the 
Eternal, but because they had washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood © 
of the Lamb (see also Rev. xxii. 
14eRe Ve) 

The robe is the emblem of character. 
What dress is to the body, that the habits 
of our life are to the soul. The Apostle, 
for instance, bids us put off the old man 
and put on the new. But how worthless 
and polluted our garments are! Joshua the 
high priest stood before the angel, clothed 
with filthy garments (Zech. iii. 4); and if 
those who occupy foremost positions in 
God’s service are in such a plight, what of 
the rest of us! The holiest men and 
women of the ages, in proportion as they 
have drawn near God, have abhorred them- 
selves. So long as Job only heard of Him 
by the hearing of the ear, he preserved his 
equanimity, but directly he saw, he repented 
in dust and ashes. How shall our filthy 
garments be made clean? Only in one way. 
They must be washed and made white in 
the Blood of the Lamb. It is difficult for 
the mind to analyze and state this truth, 
but the heart understands it. We must ask 
to be forgiven and accepted in the Be-— 
loved. He must exchange our righteous- 
ness for His, we must renounce all other 
pleas, except that the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, cleanseth from all sin. 
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The Apostle John always lays the main 
emphasis of his teaching and hope on the 
blood that was shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins. He saw the soldier pierce 
the side of the Lamb of God, dying to bear 
away the sin of the world. Long after, he 
insisted that the Son of God came, not by 
water only, but by water and blood, and 
those who caught any view of the fierce 
light of that purity and majesty of God’s 
throne must feel that we sinners need not 
the water of our tears, vows and protesta- 
tions, but the pledge of that obedience unto 
death which is imputed to those who be- 
lieve (1 John i. 7; v. 6; Rev. xii. 11). 

THE ELEMENTS oF THE LIFE OF THE 
Biessep. They serve day and night in the 
Temple of God. When the spirit passes 
from the. body, it awakens with the 
consciousness of immortal youth. As 
the women looked into the grave of Christ, 
they beheld a young man sitting there, as 
though to rebuke all thought of weakness 
and incapacity. God’s angels are ever 
growing younger, said Swedenborg; and no 
doubt at the moment of death, we shall 
renew our youth. Service is sweet to young 
strength; and how great the privilege will 
be to minister before the throne, as the 
priests and Levites of old in the temple. It 
is priestly service that we are to render: to 
present the sweet fragrance of praise, to 
utter the triumphant song of ver. 10 till 
angels catch it up (ver. 12), and to render 
unflagging obedience on whatever errand 
we are sent forth. “Bless the Lorp ye his 
angels, that excel in strength, that do his 
commandments, harkening unto the voice 
of his word!” 

“Fe that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.’ They shall be included in 
His home circle, as children gather with 
their parents in the same household, under 
the same roof. They shall dwell in the 
secret place of the Most High, and abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. Here 
we see in a glass darkly, there face to face. 
We shall be able to ask all our hard ques- 
tions then. Perfect insight into the 
mysteries and riddles of human life will be 
afforded. God will be silent in His Love, 
or rejoice over us with singing. We shall 
be one with Him according to Christ’s 
prayer in John xvii. 22, 23. The long yearn- 
ing of our hearts will be satisfied, for it is 
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written, “They shall see his face, and his 
name shall be in their foreheads.” No 
more hunger for knowledge, or love, or 
sympathy, or beauty, or abundance. Those 
who had dreams and hopes, which this life 
never realized, shall discover that these 
were only the premonitions and suggestions 
of things that were to be. No more thirst 
for happiness, for fellowship, for the un- 
attained and apparently unattainable. The 
waters of the earth are like the mirage that _ 
mocks the weary traveler. We come to 
watersprings and find them dry, or we 
drink to find them brackish. But thirst is 
banished there. 

But the best of all will be the Shepherd- 
ing of the Lamb. Well-watered, luxuriant 
pastures, sweet glens and valleys shadowed 
from scorching heat, when the sun’s rays 
like piercing swords make life almost in- 
tolerable, ever excite thoughts of rest and 
peace. Such is the image under which the 
seer, whose early memories were full of 
such pictures, presents as giving some poor 
conception of God’s Heaven. The emblem 
might not greatly attract the children of 
this busy and swiftly moving age; but there 
is one thought which must engage even 
them. We are told that the Lamb, as Shep- 
herd, leads His flock through such scenes 
as these towards living fountains of water. 
Here we have the idea of progress. The 
full life of that glorious existence is 
not attained in all its fullness at once. We 
shall continually be leaving that which is 
behind and pressing towards that which is 
before. We shall still confess that there 
are unexplored regions before us. The 
fountains, lie deeper and deeper into the 
heart of the celestial country. The flock is 
led from one to another, penetrating further 
and further into the landscape. A touch- 
ing story is told of the renowned sculptor, 
Thorwaldsen. A friend once found him 
standing in a sad reverie before his master- 
piece. When questioned as to the cause of 
his sadness, he replied: “It is because I am 
satisfied; I have reached my ideal, and 
from this there is only decline to the end.” 
The picture before us suggests that even in 
Heaven we shall never cease to advance. 
Our Lord, after the manner of Eastern 
shepherds, will be always before us, and we 
shall be continually approximating to the 
perfect stature of His glorious nature. 


+ 
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“God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.’ When the great temperance orator, 
John B. Gough, was leaving Edinburgh, 
after a marvelously successful mission, a 
poor woman sent him a neatly hemmed 
handkerchief, with an inscription of affec- 
tionate gratitude. This was to wipe any 
tears that he might have to shed, who had 
wiped so many tears from her eyes, 
through the conversion of her husband. 
You wipe tears most effectively, not by 
your expressions of sympathy, but by going 
to the root and spring of the sorrow and 
dealing with it. This is what God does, 
and the Greek word expresses it. Literally 
translated it tells us that God will exhaust, 
will wipe out, the very sources of our pain; 
as, for instance, when He gave Joseph back 
to the bosom of his father, and arranged 
that, during the last years of the patriarch’s 
life, he should live in close touch with 
Joseph and his boys. When God gives us 
back our Josephs, and explains the mystery 
of His dealings, the watercourses of our 
tears will cease to flow. 

But the crown of all are those palms of 
victory. When we have overcome the 
world, the flesh and the devil, and their 
strength lies broken behind us, we shall be 
able to appropriate the song of Moses at 
the Red Sea, and join in the chorus that 
will fill Earth and Heaven’ (Exodus xv. 1; 
Rev. xv. 3). 


GotpEen Text: Rev. vii. 16, 17. 


CONVERSION OF SAUL. 


(April 2, Acts ix, 1-31.) 


Mar. 30. sl dimei, 12-17 
Mar. 31. Gal. i. 11-17. 
Apr. 1. Jiohn sii 1-13. 
Apre 23 2) Cor, vi 14-21. 


Our Lord is literally with His Church 
“all the days” until the consummation of 
the age. The Gospels give us a few leaves 
out of His diary, as specimens of the con- 
stant activities of His holy ministry to men. 
’ We take up faded letters from the past and 
allow ourselves to dream over the happy 
memories of things that cannot be repeated, 
but as the Church takes up the Gospels and 
reads the story of that matchless life, she 
says: As He was, so He is, and all these 
are but specimens from His diary of what 
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the Lord is doing still. . Such conclusions 
are confirmed by noticing how the risen 
Saviour wrought in the conversion of Saul 
of Tarsus. May we not infer that in like 
manner He has a personal share in each 
saving act which arrests the sinner and 
transforms him into a saint and confessor? 
What He did for Saul, He has done for 
millions, and is still prepared to do. 

(1) THe WarmtTH oF His SYMPATHY. 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
Not long after the formation of the infant 
Church, the Apostles began to experience 
the truth of the Saviour’s words: “They 
shall deliver you up to councils,” etc. The 
outburst of congratulation that hailed the 
first successes of Christianity, when the fol- 
lowers of the Nazarene found favor with 
all the people, soon died away. The first 
attempt to crush the new movement came 
from the Sadducees, the freethinkers of 
the time, who hated the doctrine of the 
Resurrection. It was only the interposition 
of their opponents, the Pharisees, with 
Gamaliel at their head, that prevented fatal 
consequences. But there could not be any 
enduring peace between them and the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, who believed Him to be 
greater than Moses, and His legislation 
superior. Even if the elder members of the 
party were willing, as their leader advised, 
to let things take their natural course, the 
younger men were led by a brilliant young 
zealot, whose talents and ardor were 
rapidly bringing him to the front. Nor did 
the matter end here. Foiled in argument 
and unable to resist the spirit and reasoning 
of Stephen, they proceeded to extreme 
measures. Stephen was their first victim; 
and soon the storm broke on the Church 
with extreme violence. Not a single hand 
or voice was lifted to shield the defense- 
less followers of the Saviour. They were 
as sheep in the midst of a pack of wolves. 
Saul was inquisitor-general. Guided by the 
sound of psalms and hymns, he would enter 
into the sanctuaries of domestic life, and 
commit men and women to prison. Not 
only did men suffer at his hands, but 
women were torn from their homes and 
children, and exposed to all the horrors - 
of an Eastern dungeon. These harried 
people were often scourged, and in many 
Synagogues every effort was put forth to 
make them blaspheme the Holy Name 
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by which they were called. What wonder 
that even in Damascus, Ananias had heard 
how much evil Saul had done to the 
saints at Jerusalem, or that in after years 
he felt unworthy to be called an Apostle, 
because he had inflicted these outrages on 
the Church of God (Acts xxvi. 9, etc.) ! 
The Roman officials, custodians of public 
order, made no attempt to arrest this orgy 
of cruelty. No one seemed to care; but 
there was One unseen by mortal eye, Who 
was not only an aitentive witness to every 
sob of anguish and smarting wound, but 
was Himself afflicted in the affliction of 
His humble followers. “Why persecutest 
thou me?” “I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest.” They were one with Him as a 
child with its mother, or a wife with her 
husband. Each member of the body is 


united with the head by two sets of nerves, 


—those that carry the sensation of pain or 
pleasure to the brain, and those that bring 
help and direction from the brain to the 
extremities. Nothing affects us, which is 
not immediately recognized by Christ. He 
that touches us, touches the apple of His 
eye. We have not an High Priest Who 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
sorrows, especially when borne for His 
dear sake. 

Tue WorkKING or Hts Power. The dis- 
persion of the Church at Jerusalem by no 
means quenched the zeal of Saul. He still 
breathed out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples, and being exceedingly 
mad against them, resolved to pursue them 
even in Gentile cities. AJl the prejudices of 
his race, all the pride of Pharisaism, all 
the violence of youthful enthusiasm, all the 
eager ambition for fame urged him to seek 
the necessary authority to purge the syna- 
gogues throughout the world, and he began 
at Damascus. In this spirit he left Jeru- 
salem with his escort, and traveling on the 
left bank of the Jordan drew nigh that 
ancient city. It is not possible to conceive 
a condition of mind more unfavorable to 
the impression of the power of the 
Redeemer, Who was to become to him the 
one all-sufficient source and object of his 
life. 

It is, however, certain that there had 
been some strivings in the persecutor’s 
soul. It had been with him as when an 
unbroken ox kicks against the sharply 
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pointed goad, which urges him to take a 
course against his will. He had listened to 
the earnest words of Peter and John be- 
fore the Sanhedrin, of which he was a 
member. He had heard the cogent reason- 
ings of Stephen, whose spirit and wisdom 
he had been unable to resist. He had seen 
him die with a supernatural light upon his 
face and words of forgiveness on his lips. 
He had witnessed with wonder the con- 
stancy, resolution, and devotion which had 
supported the followers of Jesus through 
their awful sufferings. Repeatedly the 
thought shot through his heart that there 
was am unseen power sustaining them, but 
he had brushed it away as impossible. 
When, therefore, he saw Christ, as one 
born out of due time, amid a light brighter 
than the noontide sun, and heard those 
words from His lips, the feelings and 
thoughts which had been striving for 
mastery suddenly sprang to supremacy, and 
he cried: “Who art thou, Lord?” and, “What 
shall I do, Lord?” That was the moment 
of conversion, for none can call Jesus Lord, 
save by the Holy Spirit. At that moment 
he turned from death to life, from the 
power of darkness to God’s marvelous 
light. Instantly his sins were forgiven, he 
entered on his inheritance in Christ, and 
there began a ministry which was destined 
to do more for the cause of Christ than 
any one individual has done, save the Lord 
Himself (see also Acts xxii. 8; xxvi. 15). 

Generally our Lord speaks the awaken- 
ing word by His servants; but here is an 
instance, and it does not stand alone, of 
His putting forth His direct power. More 
than we can compute have been brought to 
God in this direct way. Amid their or- 
dinary vocations, ocean wastes, desert soli- 
tudes, souls have heard the voice of the 
Son of God, and have risen from the death 
of sin to the life of righteousness. Let us 
pray more for those beyond our reach or 
the circle of any Christian society, that the 
most dreaded opponents of Christ may be- 
come His devoted friends. 

Curtst’s D1rECTION OF Our SERVICE. We 
know little of Ananias. A Jew by birth, 
he had become a Christian by conviction. 
There were probably more conspicuous 
members of the Church than he was, but 
none so fit for the Master’s use as this 
humble and devout disciple, and to his 
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hands was intrusted the sacred and momen- 
tous service of teaching and encouraging 
the young convert. He did his work in- 
imitably well, and then drops out of sight. 
For this great hour his entire previous 
career had been preparing. All honor to 
Paul, but do not forget Ananias! All 
honor to Peter, but do not forget that 
Andrew was needed to bring him to Jesus! 
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All honor to the woman who brought the 
people of Sychar to the Master. 

Whatever the Master bids you do, do 
it, whether to fill the waterpots with 
water, to fetch a colt, or to go to the street 
called Straight to inquire for Saul, who 
needs a brother’s greeting and a brother’s 
touch. 


GoLtpEN TEXT: I Tim. 1. 15. 


ILLUSTRATIVE HINTS AND HELPS. 


Ida Q. Moulton. 


Proverbs x. 1 to 32. 


One great cause of failure is our unwill- 
ingness to fail. Says one: “The reason 
why it is hard to find men and women to 
fill needy places is, that most are not 
willing to attempt them unless they know 
they are going to succeed.” Humanly 
speaking, what life made a bigger failure 
than Christ’s? Why, my friends, 


“Failure’s a part of the Infinite plan: 
Who finds that he can’t, 
Must give way to who can.” 


A great, big, generous willingness to 
try sometimes constitutes a most brilliant 
success. : 

* * * * * 


Bushnell said: “If we thought a great deal 
less about our success we should probably 
have a great deal ‘more of it.” We sing 
with great earnestness, 


“T am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy 
voice, 
And it told Thy love to me.” 


Well, if this is true, and assuredly it 
is, why not leave our successes and failures 
with the Lord, willing to let Him stamp 
them here or eternity? We are His ser- 
vants, and most of us cannot even select 
our service, much less gather up its results. 
Then why should we court failure by lack 
of faith in His love? 


* * * * * 
The great New York merchant, A. T. 


Stewart, was educated for the ministry, 
but became discouraged over his unfitness 


for the work and tried school-teaching, 
with no better success. He loaned a friend 
his savings (seventy dollars), the friend 
failed in business, could not pay the loan 
and begged Stewart to take his shop. He 
did so, and upon his seeming failures he 
built the foundation for his success. Fail- 
ure may be the only means to show us for 
what we are best fitted. 


Psalm xxv. 1 to 14. 


Aeroplanes mount into the air like birds, 
running along the ground, then rushing 
upward in long spiral sweeps, around and 
up. This mounting spiral, says one, is the 
ideal way of reaching heights in other 
things besides aviation. Likening our 
pledge to the aeroplane, we have these 
lessons: Routine work can be linked with 
ascent. The sky’s freedom is gained, not 
by shunning service’s contrary winds, but 
by mastering them as we rise. If we fail 
in our first attempt the sky is still there. 
What we most need is to get this mounting 
spiral motion into our pledged service, 
resting assured that He Who enters that 
pledge with us will keep us from any over- 
whelming disaster. 

* * * * * 


It is told of Phillips Brooks that; one 
time when he was going abroad, a friend 
jokingly remarked that he might find some 
new religion to bring home with him, 
though it might be difficult to get a new 
religion through the customhouse. To 
which the bishop laughingly replied: “Any 
religion popular enough to import into this 
country will have no duties attached to it.” 
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only by deducting the intervals of rebellion 
when God seemed to disown His elect 
nation. For example, in 1 Kings vi. 1, 
the 480 years can be reckoned accurately, 
in the opinion of Jewish writers, only as 
' the periods of minor captivities in Meso- 
potamia, Moab, Canaan, Media, and Phi- 
listia are counted out. It is certainly re- 
markable that these five periods of 8, 18, 
20, 7, and 40 years, respectively—in all 93— 
if added to the 480, give the 573 years 
which are usually computed as coming be- 
tween the end of the Egyptian bondage 
and the beginning of the temple building. 
_ Other instances occur of a similar chrono- 
logical difficulty, or discrepancy, solved 
only in a similar manner. 

It would appear, at this point, as though 
Jehovah, in these ceremonial regulations, 
looks past the forty years of His judg- 
ment upon a practically apostate nation, 


and starts anew with the new generation: 


that was to succeed them and actually 
possess the inheritance they forfeited. 

The chapter includes six parts: the first 
has to do with burnt offerings, sacrifices 
connected with vows, freewill offerings, 
meal offerings, etc.; the second ordains one 
law and manner for the congregation and 
the sojourner; the third refers to a heave 
offering when they eat of the bread of 
the land; a fourth, to sins of omission 
through ignorance; a fifth, to sins of pre- 
sumption; and the last to fringes and 
ribbands of blue in the borders of their 
garments. 

The law of selection demands that we 
choose from such details as these those con- 
veying the more permanent and practical 
lessons, and we discern the following: 

There is a forecast of the subsequent 
mission of the Church to the Gentiles, 
and their incorporation into the body of 
Christ, in the provision made for any 
Gentile stranger to participate almost with- 
out exception in the national privileges of 
the Israelites, on condition of conformity to 
certain customs. 

Again, the symbolism of the heave offer- 
ing is interpreted by Paul (Rom. xi. 16), 
“Tf the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also 
holy.” Before the first bread of the land 
of promise was eaten, the Lord was to be 
acknowledged as the Giver. It was a sort 
of “grace before meat”—an habitual recog- 
nition of food as His supply —A. T. Pier- 
SON. 


Friday, 3rd. Num. xv. 22-29. 


When any person discovered that he had 
neglected a precept, he was to offer a she 
goat of the first year for a sin offering. 
The Israelite and the stranger alike had 
in this way access to the sanctuary. But 
in contrast to unintentional omission of 
duty was set deliberate neglect of it. For 
this there was no atonement. Whether the 
high-handed transgressor was homeborn 
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or a stranger, he was to be utterly cut off 
as a blasphemer; his iniquity rested upon 
him. The distinction is morally sound; 
and the punishment of the rebel against 
authority—apparently nothing less than 
death, or perhaps, if he had fled the land, 
outlawry—is such as the theocratic idea 
obviously required. It was Jehovah Him- 
self Who was defied. A man who, as it 
were, shook his fist in rebellion against 
God, had no right to live in His world, 
under the protection of His beneficent 
laws. 

The distinction between unwitting neglect 
and open rejection runs through the whole 
range of duty, natural, Hebrew, Christian. 
What a man knows to be right he has be- 
fore him as a Divine law of moral conduct. 
By the highest obligations, under which he 
lies to the Lord of conscience, to his fellow 
men, and to himself, he is bound to obey. 
Judaism added the authority of revelation— 
the Mosaic law, the prophetic word. 
Christianity still further adds the authority 
of the word spoken by the Son of God, 
and the obligation imposed by His death 
as the manifestation of eternal love. In 
proportion as the Divine will is made clear, 
and the law enforced by revelation and 
grace, the sin of rejection becomes greater 
and more blasphemous. But, on the other 
hand, the unwitting transgressor, be he 
heathen or imperfectly instructed Chris- 
tian, has, under the new covenant, in which 
mercy and justice go hand in hand, no less 
consideration than the Hebrew who un- 
intentionally erred. There is no law that 
cuts him off from his people. Wide as 
this principle may reach, it must be that 
according to which men are judged. Many, 
knowing the invisible things of God 
“through the things that are made,” are 
without excuse. They “hinder the truth in 
unrighteousness”; they are high-handed 
transgressors. But others who have no 
knowledge of the Divine law and break it 
unwittingly, have their atonement: God 
provides it. Nor are we to impeach Divine 
Providence by judging before the time.— 
R. A. Watson. 


Saturday, 4th. Num. xv. 30-41. 


The law which had been broken was one 
specially connected with duty to God. 
Sabbath-keeping might indeed seem to. be- 
long to worship rather than to social mor- 
ality. The seventh day was the Sabbath 
of Jehovah. It was to be kept holy to 
Him, made a delight for His sake. The 
statute regarding it belonged to the first 
table of the Decalogue. Still, the command- 
ment had a social as well as a religious 
side. In good will to men Jehovah required 
the day to be kept holy to Him. Had one 
and another like this offender been allowed 
to set aside the fourth commandment, the 
interests of the whole congregation would 
soon have suffered. It was for the good 
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of the race, physically as well as intellect- 
ually and spiritually, the Sabbath was to be 
kept. Those who guarded the sanctity of 
the Sabbath were guarding not the honor 
of God alone, though they may have 
thought that the chief merit of their watch- 
fulness, but the interests of the people, 
a precious heritage of the nation. 

It is not necessary to maintain that judg- 
ment was given by Moses solely on the 
ground that the man who gathered sticks 
on the Sabbath was an offender against 
the public well-being. The thought of 
Jehovah’s “jealousy” was constantly kept 
before the mind of Israel, for by that idea, 
better than any other, beneficent legislation 
was supported in a rude age; and judg- 
ment no doubt rested mainly on this. Yet 
the interference of the people and their 
share in the execution of punishment are to 
be justified by the undoubted fact that 
Israel could not afford to let the Sabbath 
be lost. Even those who were to a great 
extent earthly could perceive this. And if 
the punishment seems disproportionate, we 
must remember that it was the presump- 
tuous temper of the man rather than his 
actual fault that was judged criminal. St. 
James said, no doubt from this point of 
view, “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all.” The criminal act was that of break- 
ing down, with daring hand, the safeguard 
of social and religious prosperity.—R. A. 
Watson. 


Sunday, 5th. Num. xvi. 1-11. 


The rebellion here recorded was a double 
revolt; Korah and his company opposing 
the exclusive appropriation of the priest- 
hood to Aaron and his family; Dathan and 
Abiram leading a mutiny against the 
supremacy of Moses in civil authority. 
This distinction needs to be kept in mind, 
for it explains also the different forms of 
punishment divinely meted out to the 
offenders: Korah and his company of Le- 
vites aspired to priestly functions and were 
destroyed by fire from the Lord; Dathan 
and Abiram and their adherents who re- 
belled against the authority of a leader in 
earthly things were swallowed up in an 
earthly tomb. 

The sons of Reuben were drawn into the 
conspiracy by jealousy and envy. The 
hereditary sacerdotal dignity belonged by 
right of primogeniture to Reuben as 
Jacob’s firstborn, but had been transferred 
to a branch of the house of Moses; and 
Judah had been advanced to a sort of 
civil leadership. Thus two of the natural 
rights of the firstborn had been denied to 
Reuben and given to his brethren. How 
extensive the conspiracy was is seen by the 
250 princes that joined it, these head men 
evidently representing families and tribes, 
so that the revolt had assumed gigantic 
proportions. 
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The pretext had a show of reason and 
even of piety, for it was based on the 
priestly character and rights of the whole 
people, whom Moses and Aaron were 
charged with robbing of their high pre- 
rogatives, and taking too much upon them- 
selves.—A. T. Pierson. 

This is strikingly modern in its temper. 
This ancient democracy has steadily kept 
pace with the ages and is at this moment 
as lively and audacious as ever. It is hard 
for men to keep their places; it is hard 
because the next higher place appears to be 
so near and so accessible. It is always 
difficult for the heart to be quiet, contented, 
restful in God; it is fertile in plan, am- 
bitious in spirit, conscious of great power, 
and not wholly unconscious of great 
deserts. But men fritter away their 
strength by finding fault with their posi- 
tions. We can only work really and deeply, 


-and therefore lastingly, as we have the 


blessed consciousness of being where God 
has put us, and doing the kind of service 
God has indicated.—Joseph Parker. 


Monday, 6th. Num. xvi. 12-19. 


Again the Lord was summoned to act as 
Judge—to show whom He had chosen to 
come near unto Him and bear official dig- 
nities and responsibilities. Korah and his 
company were bidden to take censers and 
put incense therein—a decisive test, for this 
was the highest of the priestly functions. 
It was a solemn challenge, and from one 
who, though so high as a civil head, was. 
himself excluded from the priesthood 
although a Levite; and Moses forewarned 
them of the risk they ran. 

Dathan and Abiram were sent for sepa- 
rately, as complaining on a _ different 
ground, and refused to come up to a con- 
ference with the leader whose right to rule 
they disputed. They charged Moses with 
arrogating to himself princely rights, as 
Korah had charged him with elevating his 
brother to priestly rights; and they rebelled 
against his practical guidance, in that he 
had rather led them out of, than brought 
them into, “a land flowing with milk and 
honey.” “Wilt thou put out the eyes of 
these men?” may imply that he was de- 
manding of them to follow him blindly, 
or that he was threatening to punish their 
treason and rebellion by the Egyptian pen- 
alty of actually digging out their eyes. 
Here again Jehovah in a signal and awful 
way both vindicated Moses and Aaron and 
punished the double conspiracy—A. T. 
Pierson. 

“Ye take too much upon you.” Such was 
their charge against “the meekest man in all 
the earth.” But what had Moses taken: 
upon him? Korah and his company were 
quarreling with God and not with Moses 
and Aaron. _It was not they who had aimed 
at any position, or assumed any work. 
They were ordained of God. This ought 
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to have settled the question; and it would 
have settled it for all save restless, self- 
occupied rebels, who sought to undermine 
the true servants of God in order to exalt 
themselves. This is always the way with 
the promoters of sedition or disaffection. 
Their real object is to make themselves 
somebody. They talk loudly and very 
plausibly about the common rights and 
privileges of God’s people; but, in reality, 
they themselves are aiming at a position 
for which they are in no way qualified, 
and seeking privileges to which they have 
no right. It is a mistake to suppose that 
all the members of the body of Christ are 
called to places of prominence; or that any 
member can select his place in the body. 
—C. H. Mackintosh. 


Tuesday, 7th. Num. xvi. 20-27. 


The answer sought is given. There is 
first a repetition of the suggestion that the 
whole congregation shall be consumed, and 
again Moses and Aaron are seen pleading 
the cause of the people with God. This 
in itself would be a revelation to the people 
of the disinterested attitude of Moses, save 
in the matter of the Divine government. 
The separation is, therefore, made between 
the leaders of the rebellion and the rest of 
the people, and Moses publicly calls upon 
the people to watch for the Divine sign 
that shall vindicate him and Aaron in their 
position. Sudden and terrible is the reply. 
The earth opens-and the leaders and their 
- entire families are engulfed. As the people 
flee in consternation, the fierce fire of the 
Lord’s anger overtakes the 250 princes that 
had offered incense and they also are 
destroyed. The censers of the offending 
men are regathered by the direct command 
of God, and are beaten out into a covering 
for the altar. Through long succeeding 
years that covering would speak to all men 
of the danger of intrusion upon service at 
the altar by any save those divinely called 
thereto. The whole incident is recorded 
as a warning for all time, and to all men 
against any attempt on the ground of pop- 
ular right, to violate the crown rights of 
Jehovah.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

Truly “it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” “God is 
greatly to be feared in the assembly of 
the saints, and to be had in reverence of 
all them that are about him.” “Our God 
is a consuming fire.’ How much better it 
would have been for Korah had he rested 
content with his Levite service, which was 
of the very highest order. His work as a 
Kohathite was to carry some of the most 
precious vessels of the sanctuary. But he 
aimed at the priesthood, and fell into the 
pit—C. H. Mackintosh. 


Wednesday, 8th. Num. xvi. 28-35. 


Ver. 28-30. So God by judgment has 
ever verified the truth of His word, from 
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the time He expelled man from the garden; 
destroyed the world by a flood; burned 
Sodom and Gomorrah for their sins; visited 
the plagues upon Egypt; chastised His 
people. in the wilderness; drove out the 
nations of Canaan from before Israel; over- 
threw Babylon, the oppressor of Israel; 
and, when Israel rejected Christ, overthrew 
Jerusalem and the temple; and so on to the 
present day. Our God is a God of judg- 
ment. His word, through the prophets and 
apostles, endorsed by Jesus Christ, is true, 
and every punishment there threatened will 
certainly be visited on sinners, individually 
and collectively, unless they yield to God. 
“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye 
perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little’ (Ps. ii. 12 with Rev. 
vi. 14-17). The vindication and establish- 
ment of the authority and government of 
Christ before the whole world, in the days 
of the final apostasy and closing rebellion 
of man upon the earth, would seem to be 
of a very similar nature to this scene in 
the vindication of Moses. 

Ver. 31-34. What a cry of terror and 
despair must have come from this doomed 
company as they sank down into the 
earth! “All Israel .... fled at the cry of 
them.” Impenitent sinner, the same fearful 
cry will soon come from you unless you 
repent and yield to God. Do not be deceived 
by the superficial vaporings of those who do 
not weigh the justice of God. A holy God 
must punish sin. Rebellion must be dealt 
with. God will not spare. Who shall 
yield—the sinner or God? 

Ver. 35. They took fire from the altar 
contrary to God’s command, and fire from 
God consumed them. This is God’s answer 
to those who set aside Christ as the One 
High Priest—D. W. Whittle. 


Thursday, 9th. Num. xvi. 36-43. 


Such an event was not to pass without 
a permanent memorial. By Divine direc- 
tion the censers, or metallic platters used 
by Korah and his fellow rebels, were 
gathered out of the ashes of these human 
remains and made into broad plates for 
an altar covering. The altar was of wood, 
encased in brass, and this extra metallic en- 
closure both served as an additional protec- 
tion against fire, and as a perpetual warning 
to all who ventured unbidden into the 
sacerdotal office or dared dispute the elec- 


‘tion of God. 


Even yet the Divine Spirit of avenging 
threatened further judgment. So little 
impression was made upon the people that 
on the very next day they charged Moses 
and Aaron with the death of the rebels! 
They whose very intercession had kept 
judgment from wider destruction were thus 
made responsible for the destruction they 
could not wholly avert—A. T. Pierson. 

So Christianity uses the weapons of its 
opponents as David uses the sword of 
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Goliath; so that which has been consecrated 
unto the Lord, even by men whose spirit 
and temper were not Divine, must be 
claimed for the service of the altar. -The 
altar was made of wood, yet it was covered 
with metal that the continual burning upon 
it might not injure the structure; and now 
“the censers of these sinners against their 
own souls” shall be made into “broad 
plates for a covering of the altar.” Behold 
the Cross—what changes it is undergoing in 
outward appearance! What are these 
things which men are nailing to it now? 
Swords taken in war, trophies brought 
from the battlefield, crowns once erected in 
ignoble pride against the supremacy of 
Christ. So the process goes on. What a 
Cross it is! What a spectacle!—nailed to 
it every weapon that has ever been raised 
against it; and in the very upbuilding of 
the Cross through the generations we shall 
read a history which no pen could ever 
fully write—Joseph Parker. 

When the moral condition of a man has 
passed beyond remedy and his character 
has become irrecoverably fixed in sin, then 
punishment ceases to be remedial and be- 
comes purely retributive. This is the case 
with lost souls as set forth in the Bible. 

The fact is that every man who argues 
the universal and final salvation of all men, 
in the face of the testimony of the Scrip- 
tures, is not only deceiving himself, but he 
is putting other souls to sleep on the brink 
of an awful perdition. No man has a right 
to infer from his @ priort processes of 
thought what God ought to do, and will do 
for the salvation of all men in the future 
world, when the evidence of God’s own 
Word is so clear that salvation is only at- 
tainable in this life. Here this salvation is 
universal, free to all men, and all may par- 
take without restraint—H. W. Congdon. 


Friday, 10th. Num. xvi. 44-50. 


Again the Divine voice threatens the ex- 
termination of the people, and immediately 
a plague, fierce and swift, is found to be at 
work among them. No fewer than 14,700 
perish ere the plague is stayed. Directly it 
commenced, however, at the instigation of 
Moses, Aaron, the appointed priest, whose 
right it is to sway the censer, fills it with 
fire and sprinkling incense thereupon, 
passes into the midst of the afflicted people. 
His mediation prevails. The plague is 
stayed, and by that fact with renewed 
emphasis his right as priest and that of 
Moses as leader is vindicated.—G. Campbell 
Morgan. 

On the morrow they murmur against 
Moses and Aaron, saying: “Ye have killed 
the people of the Lorp”—a convenient name 
to aggrandize themselves. Now, the priest- 
hood and the intercession of Aaron are 
made evident. Aaron, with a censer, stands 
between the dead and the living, and the 
plague is stayed. We shall see the impor- 


Record of Christian Work. 


tance of this last remark in what follows, 
and what is the principle on which alone, 
considering sins and the flesh, God can 
bring His people through the wilderness. 
There: that priesthood is needed which 
Korah had despised; but it is by priesthood 
alone that man can get through the wilder- 
ness with God. Moses in replying to Korah 
declares that God will show whom He had 
chosen fer this end; and this He soon 
does in fact. Moses, vexed at the con- 
tempt and the injustice of Dathan and 
Abiram, appeals to the justice and the 
judgment of God. God intervenes by a 
judgment of pure destruction. But the 
glory and the house of God are at stake, 
when the question is—By whom is He to 
be approached? Now, authority is insufh- 
cient to conduct such as we are through the 
wilderness. The flesh is rebellious, and the 
last resource of authority is destruction. 
But this does not lead a people to a good 
end for the glory of God, though He is 
therein glorified in righteousness——J. N. 
Darby. 


Saturday, 11th. Num. xvii. 


One more test of Aaron’s priestly 
supremacy was decreed of God; and a most 
peculiar sign—the sign of the budding rod. 
The miracle wrought was both unique in 
character and lasting in testimony. 

The tribal princes or heads were each 
bidden to bring a rod, probably dry sticks 
or wands, handed down as family scepter 
or symbol—the double tribe of Joseph be- 
ing counted as one—and each rod inscribed 
with the tribal name; these were deposited 
in the tabernacle. On the following day it 
was found that Aaron’s rod and his only 
had sprouted, and, most notably, it con- 
tained buds, bloomed blossoms, and yielded 
almonds—three stages of development all 
at the same time, the bud just appearing at 
one point, the bloom at another, the ripe 
fruit at another. Probably this rod was a 
branch from an almond tree that thus re- 
vived, as if miraculously invested with its 
former vitality, but manifesting it in a 
supernatural abundance. This rod that 
budded was returned to its place before the 
Lord and laid up in the ark as a permanent 
token against the rebels. 

The meaning of all this it may be diffi- 
cult to read, as it is largely an unexplained 
mystery; but one thing is very plain: it 
hints that when God chooses a high priest 
He endows him with Divine authority and 
vitality. 

God’s sovereign purpose appears in all this 
series of events. Aaron was the son of 
Amram, son of Kohath, second son of 
Levi, yet he, and not his elder brother 
Gershon, was chosen high priest, and his 
name was written on Levi’s rod. In a 
sense all the congregation was “holy,” yet 
one was chosen to represent them in the 
priesthood, as head, and his name was on 


Bible Notes for Daily Devotions. 


the representative rod of the tribe and his 
rod alone laid up for a witness before the 
Lord. Aaron was not only the head of 
all priests but of all Levites. And we can 
see in this not only God’s electing choice 
but His anointing grace. Whom He 
chooses, him He qualifies—fills with His 
Spirit, clothes with His powers. He who 
is called to serve in any capacity before 
God has a right to ask and claim Divine 
enablement. There is a holy jealousy for 
the office quite distinct from any jealousy 
for the person. Every servant of God in 
his capacity as a servant may claim anoint- 
ing—that he may be filled with power by 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

The last words of this chapter seem but 
another complaint—as though they charged 
their destruction upon God rather than 
themselves, and it were dangerous to come 
near unto His tabernacle. And so it is, 
Save as we come near in His appointed 
way.—A. T. Pierson. 


Sunday, 12th. Num. xviii. 1-7. 


Ver. 1. That is God’s answer of grace to 
the question, ‘Shall we be consumed with 
dying?” Safety and security are provided 
for them in Aaron bearing their iniquity. 
In God’s mercy Aaron had been appointed 
as high priest for this very purpose, and 
they in their blindness of heart rebelled 
against him, and sought to overthrow God’s 
provision for their salvation. They were 
sinners, and in coming before God their 
sin must be recognized and dealt with. 
God’s word to them was: “I will appoint 
Aaron as your representative. The sins of 
the people shall be by imputation upon him. 
He shall come before Me with confession 
for all, and with the blood, an evidence of 
death visited as judgment upon all; and I 
will accept him for the people, and will 
accept all the people who accept him as their 
God-appointed priest and mediator.” There 
can be no question but that this is the ex- 
planation of the Aaronic priesthood. This 
granted, there can be no question as to 
what our Lord Jesus Christ meant in Luke 
xxiv. 44-48, in explanation of His death 
being necessary for the remission of sins, 
Of what Paul meant-in 1 Cor. xv. 1-4, 
where he wrote: “Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures.” The expres- 
sions, “The Lorp hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all” (Isa. liii. 6), and “Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree” (1 Pet. ii. 24), have, most 
certainly, their origin in what is said of 
Aaron as a representative man, bearing the 
iniquity of Israel; and they here find their 
only satisfactory and soul-saving explana- 
tion —D. W. Whittle. 

The statutes of chap. xviii. are related to 
the rebellion of Korah by a clause in ver. 
5: “Ye shall keep the charge of the sanc- 
tuary, and the charge of the altar: that 
there be no wrath any more upon the chil- 
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dren of Israel.” The enactments are 
directed anew against any intrusion into the 
sacred service by those who are not Le- 
vites, and into the priesthood by those 
who are not Aaronites. It is clearly im- 
plied that the ministry of the tabernacle is 
held under a grave responsibility. The ‘“in- 
iquity of the sanctuary” and the “iniquity 
of the priesthood” have to be borne; and 
the Aaronites alone are commissioned to 
bear that iniquity. The Levites, though they 
serve, are not to touch the holy vessels lest 
they die. The priesthood, “for everything 
of the altar, and within the vail,” is given 
to the Aaronites as a “service of gift.” 

A certain “iniquity,” corresponding to 
the holiness of the tabernacle and _ its 
vessels, attends the service which is to be 
done by the priests. Their entrance into 
the sacred tent is an approach to Jehovah, 
and from His purity there is thrown ‘a de- 
filement on human life. The idea thus 
represented is capable of fine spiritual 
realization. With this embodied in the law 
and worship, there is no need to look in 
any other direction for that evangelical 
poverty of spirit which the better Israelites 
of an after time knew. Here prophecy 
found in the law a germ of deep religious 
feeling which, rising above tabernacle and 
altar, became the holy fear of Him Who in- 
habits eternity. The creation throughout 
its whole range, in the very act of receiving 
existence, comes into contrast with the 
creative Will and is on a lower moral 
plane, to which the Divine purity does not 
accompany it—R. A. Watson. 


Monday, 13th. Num. xviii. 8-13. 


Ver. 8. When God calls a man to a 
work, He never fails to provide for his 
wages. Those whom He sends forth into 
the ministry shall be themselves abundantly 
ministered to. “Make God’s glory your con- 
cern, and He’ll make your wants His care.” 
If we take charge of God’s altars, share we 
shall in the offerings that are there placed 
(1 Cor. ix. 13, 14). Note the words, “By 
reason of the anointing,’ as the condition 
of the gift. It would have been folly for 
one who had never been anointed to have 
claimed the promise here made to Aaron 
and his sons. It is folly now for one who 
has never felt his sins, and never accepted 
redemption through the blood of God’s Son, 
and never received the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost, to claim the promises of the 
New Testament (Acts ii. 38, 39 and Gal. iii. 
13, 14, 29). Remember, in the anointing 
of the sons of Aaron (see Levy. viii.), the 
“oil” (type of the Holy Spirit) followed 
the blood. First, reconciliation and rela- 
tionship; then, privilege and provision. 

Ver 9, to. A class of offerings by them- 
selves, because of God having a peculiar 
and special part in them. They are there- 
fore set apart for the priests alone, and to 
be eaten in the holy place alone, because 
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God’s part in Christ with which we have 
fellowship could thus be best shown. There 
is a communion with God in our feeding 
upon Christ, as well as a communion with 
one another (see John xvi. 27; Luke ix. 
35). 

Ver. 11-13. These were the thanksgiving, 
or peace-offering, gifts of Israel.. They 
were to bring their best to God’s altar. Not 
as Cain brought, to atone for sin, or to get 
rid of confessing his sin, but as those who 
had confessed their sin, and had been ac- 
cepted in the offering of the blood; they 
brought these things, the gifts of grateful, 
humble hearts, happy in God’s great gift of 
redemption. No man who rejects Christ 
has any warrant from the Bible that any- 
thing he may bring will be accepted by God. 
When we accept Christ, all we bring in 
Christ’s name will be accepted (Phil. iv. 8, 
15-20). —D. W. Whittle. 


Tuesday, 14th. Num. xviii. 14-32. 


Here again the thought is introduced of 
the Aaronic and Levitical body of priests 
being a peculiar possession of Jehovah, 
taken from among the children of Israel, 
and given back as a gift from Him—and 
the priest’s office is beautifully called “a 
service of gift.” And as He now proceeds 
to provide an adequate portion for their 
temporal sustenance and maintenance He 
reminds them that they are to regard their 
office as His gift. And such is their close 
relation to Jehovah that they are to have no 
separate inheritance or portion among the 
tribes—He Himself being their “part and 
inheritance,” and the tenth or tithe is here 
first specified as assigned to the Levites for 
their support. Whether this tithe included 
live stock as well-as the fruits of the 
ground is doubtful. 

But there is a unique character in this 
whole system. The priesthood was a con- 
necting link between Jehovah and His 
people. First appropriated by Him in lieu 
of the firstborn; then consecrated and 
anointed; then given back as a sort of 
mediators in religious rites; then excluded 
from any temporal participation in the 
tribal inheritance, but provided for by a 
special tax or tithe payment from the 
people; it will be seen that they at once 
belonged to the Lord and yet to the people 
—His and theirs in a peculiar sense that 
was a perpetual reminder of the relations 
the people bore to their theocratic King.— 
A. T. Pierson. 

For the support of the Aaronites the 
heave offerings “of all the hallowed things 
of the children of Israel,” were to be given 
“by reason of the anointing.” The meal 
offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings, 
as most holy, were to be for the male 
Aaronites alone: heave offerings of sacri- 
fice, again, “all the wave offerings,” were to 
be used by the Aaronites and their families, 
the reservation being made that only those 
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without ceremonial defilement should eat of 
them. The firstfruits of the oil and vintage 
and the first ripe of all fruits in the land 
were other perquisites. Further, the first- 
born of man and of beast were to be nom- 
inally devoted; but firstborn children were 
to be redeemed for five shekels, and the 
firstlings of unclean beasts were also to 
be redeemed. The children of Aaron were 
to have no inheritance in the land. In 
these ways, however, and by the payment 
to the priests of the tenth part of the tithes 
collected by the Levites, ample provision 
was made for them. 

For the Levites, nine tenths of all tithes 
of produce would appear to have been not 
only sufficient, but far more than their 
proportion. According to the numbers 
reported in this book, twenty-two thou- 
sand Levites—about twelve thousand of 
them adult men—were to receive tithes 
from six hundred thousand. This would 
make the provision for the Levite as much 
as for any five men of the tribes. An ex- 
planation is suggested that the regular 
payment of the tithes could not be reck- 
oned upon. There would always be Israel- 
ites who resented an obligation like this; 
and as the duty of paying tithes, though 
enjoined in the law, was a moral one, 
not enforced by penalty, the Levites were 
really in many periods of the history 
of Israel in a state of poverty... .. It 
is clear at all events that more dependence 
was placed on the free will of the people 
and the Levites and 
priests must have suffered when religion 
fell into neglect. Israel was not ideally 
generous.—R. A. Watson. 


Wednesday, 15th. Num. xix. 1-10. 


The special subject of this section is the 
ordinance concerning the “red _ heifer.” 
The color of the heifer no doubt had ref- 
erence to the red earth of which man was 
formed and which gave to Adam his name; 
perhaps also to the scarlet hue always 
identified with sin, and with the blood that 
atoned for sin. 

The defilement implied in guilt being 
typically transferred to the victim, the 
heifer was brought forth without the camp, 
and there slain; and they who had to do 
with the ceremony were rendered unclean 
until evening, as by contact with a defiled 
person. The special form of pollution for 
which this new ordinance was a provision 
and remedy was that which was indirectly 
incurred by contact with the tokens, mani- 
festations or associations of sin, rather than 
that which is due to that closer actual con- 
tact found in its commission, and the whole - 
ordinance of the red heifer was a forecast 
of Him Who, though sinless, was neces- 
sarily associated with sin and sinners, the 
Spotless One crucified between thieves— 
essentially apart from sin even in the midst 
of such immediate contact. 
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The entire carcass of the heifer, with all 
appertaining thereto, even the skin (which 
was usually reserved) and the dung, were 
to be burnt, with cedar wood, hyssop and 
scarlet, the aromatic wood yielding a per- 
fume which was deodorizing if not dis- 
infecting, and regarded as counteractive to 
corruption and decay. 

_ Perhaps the most important and distinc- 
tive feature connected with the ordinance 
of the red heifer was the use made of the 
ashes. These were collected, and of them 
was made a lye, or ash-water, five times 
called here “a water of separation,” which 
was kept for sprinkling upon the unclean, 
and especially where such uncleanness was 
due to contact with death and decay. 

This ceremonial classes the’ red _ heifer 
among sin offerings, of which we have 
found seven in ali; three regular—for the 
whole people, for the priests and Levites, 
and this now before us; and four special— 
for sins of. ignorance, for refusal to bear 
witness, for ceremonial defilement, for 
breach of a rash oath. But among all 
these the decree of the red heifer is in 
some respects the most peculiar and unique, 
presenting so many points of distinction as 
to imply a significance of its own.—A. T. 
Pierson. 


Thursday, 16th. Num. xix. 11-22. 


The Holy Spirit has taught us to find in 
the red heifer a figure of the Atoning 
Saviour; hence it becomes us to seek the 
meaning of this unique ordinance. 

The heifer was brought to the sacrifice 
by all Israel as a representative victim, 
and this may hint the share that all have 
in the redemptive work of the Second Man. 
It was a heifer—the female being excep- 
tional in the sacrifices—and in this case 
supposed to hint at the weakness incident to 
our Lord’s humiliation, and to His sub- 
jection and voluntary subordination. 

May there be any special meaning in the 
time when this ceremony was decreed? 
This sacrifice had not been among those 
instituted at Sinai, and set forth in Levit- 
icus. It here first comes to view and promi- 
nently, as though an afterthought—a sup- 
plementary provision for the instruction 
and consolation of the people after the new 
sentence of exclusion from the Land of 
Promise. A forty years’ sojourn in the 
wilderness was before them, and the whole 
system of Levitical sacrifices would de- 
mand more victims than a desert could well 
furnish. But one heifer could easily be 
supplied, and as the ashes of that single 
victim were used to make a lye, which was 
only to be occasionally sprinkled on the un- 
clean, one heifer would suffice for a long 
time. Jewish expositors state that from 
the time of the giving of this law until the 
destruction of the second temple only six 
' such heifers were burnt. 

Some think that the whole ordinance was 
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meant to teach us the permanent effects 
of our Lord’s sacrifice, and that “the water 
of separation” may hint how such or- 
dinances as the Lord’s Supper, which com- 
memorates and applies perpetually His one 
finished atonement, serve to cleanse the 
conscience “from dead works to serve the 
living God.” 

The fact that the victim was without 
spot, and one on which never yet came the 
yoke, doubtless hints also His spotless sin- 
lessness, and His voluntary and uncon- 
strained surrender of Himself, in assuming 
a yoke of bondage and a burden of guilt 
which were borne of His own choice and 
for others’ sakes. 

Thus, without running to extremes of 
fanciful interpretation, the singular and ex- 
ceptional ordinance of the red heifer serves 
to forecast some of the most significant 
features of our Lord’s person and work.— 
A. T. Pierson. 


Friday, 17th. Num. xx. 1-6. 


There is now a gap of about thirty-eight 
years between the sending forth of the 
spies, as recorded in chap. xiii. and the 
The children of 
Israel arrived at Kadesh in the first month 
of the fortieth year after the Exodus (cf. 
ver. 28, with xxxiii. 38, Deut. ii. 1-7). They 
had been doomed to wander forty years in 
the wilderness and of all their doings in 
that interval the sacred historian records 
nothing! 

This is significant. When the Passover 
was instituted, the month Abib or Nisan 
was constituted the “beginning of months” 
—the first of the new sacred year; all the 
past history and modes of reckoning being 
left behind and a new start begun. So 
here, the forty years of judgment are left 


‘out of the record, and God counts, as it 


were, only the faithful, obedient years. It 
was as though in the revolt at Kadesh they 
ceased to have in His sight any history, 
and this long period when they were under 
His displeasure He casts into the abyss of 
oblivion. What a warning to us 
all! Here is a nation brought out of Egypt 
and through the Red Sea in triumph; they 
had received at Sinai a Divine code; reared 
a tabernacle for God in the midst of their 
tents, and had been led by the pillar-cloud 
of His Presence. Had they believed and 
obeyed God they would in a few days have 
taken the Land of Promise in possession 
and with a resistless God as Captain driven 
all foes before them. 

But, instead, they were doomed to go 
back to the desert and there wander till 
the generation that kept not their cove- 
nant left their dead bodies like mere car- 
casses in the sands! The blessings God 
had in store for them they lost, and so 
disgracefully that their whole career for 
forty years is unworthy a place in the 
sacred record !—A. T. Pierson. 
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We now come to the period at the close 
of the forty years, and the people are back 
in the neighborhood of Kadesh. Here 
Miriam dies, and is buried. A study of the 
district in which they are now, and through 
which they moved will show that perhaps 
the severest part of their wandering is now 
reached. They are without water, and mur- 
mur against Moses and Aaron. How 
strange this murmuring is, in which they 
complain of unfulfilled promises, in seem- 
ing forgetfulness of the fact that the reason 
for the long delay is to be found in their 
own unbelief. It is remarkable that here 
there is no Divine punishment, but God in 
tender graciousness supplies their need.— 
G. Campbell Morgan. 


Saturday, 18th. Num. xx. 7-13. 


Again the glory of the Lord appeared to 
the people and He graciously provided for 
water. Moses was bidden to take God’s 
wonder-working rod as a symbol of author- 
ity from God, and “speak unto the rock”’— 
some particular rock, probably indicated 
by the presence of the cloud. 

He was to speak to it once, but he smote 
it twice; and in a frame of mind so im- 
patient, intemperate, and even passionate 
that he emphasized his blow on the rock 
with a self-glorifying speech to the people: 


“Hear now, ye rebels! 
Must we fetch you water out of this 
rock ?” 


Then he smote the rock twice, and abun- 
dance of water flowed for all wants. But 
two sad results followed: for this act of 
unbelief toward God and self-glory toward 
man, Moses was doomed to die in the 
wilderness; and the strife of the people 
gave to Kadesh a memorial name, “Meri- 
bah,” which means “strife,” or “provoca- 
tion.” So important is this whole occur- 
rence and so manifestly typical in its 
teaching that it should have careful ex- 
amination. 

What was the exact sin of Moses on this 
occasion which incurred so severe a 
penalty? It seems to have been many sins 
in one. 

First of all, he was guilty of a like 
impatience with the people whose im- 
petuous temper he. so often had occasion to 
rebuke. At a time when he was specially 
in need of calmness and a judicial spirit, 
he let himself down to their level. 

Again, he did violence to the rod. It had 
been deposited in the ark as “a token 
against the rebels,” and he was using it 
himself in a spirit of rebellion; moreover 
it had blossomed with almonds, and there 
-was a new reason for delicate handling 
(Gaineseiil ye. Gd 

Certain it is that he sanctified not Jeho- 
vah in the eyes of the people. His whole 
attitude and utterance gave the impression 
that there was some authority or power in- 
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herent in himself or Aaron or the rod itself 
that could produce the supply. It was an 
instance of the most flagrant self-glorifica- 
tion. For once at least in his career Moses 
lost sight of his own impotence and little- 
ness, and magnified himself in the sight of 
the people, so belittling and dishonoring 
God. 

But we cannot believe this was all. Paul 
tells us that “that Rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 
x. 4). We are, therefore, to find in his 
action some dishonor, in God’s eyes, done 
to His Son and man’s Redeemer. Our 
Lord was smitten for our sins—but once 
for all. Henceforth, it is needful only to 
speak to ‘Him to get all the blessing which 
He supplies. When God told Moses, the 
second time to speak to the rock rather 
than to smite it, a great truth was pictori- 
ally and parabolically set forth. Our 
Lord suffered once for all, and obtained 
eternal redemption. To smite Him a 
second time was like crucifying Him afresh 
and repeating needlessly the shame of the 
Cross. Moses smote the rock instead of 
speaking to it, and even smote it twice; 
and in thus going contrary to the command- 
ment of Jehovah, unconsciously doing 
violence to the figurative lesson conveyed 
in the first smiting. It was an act of pre- 
sumption, and the fact that he was un- 
aware of the full significance of his act 
does not excuse it. He who handles 
Divine mysteries and is entrusted with 
Divine authority needs for this very reason 
to walk more circumspectly and carefully. 
—A. Ta. Pierson. 


Sunday, 19th. Num. xx. 14-21. 


The district inhabited by the Edomites 
proper was a narrow strip of rugged 
country eastward of the range of Mount 
Seir. One pass giving entrance to the heart 
of Edom led by the base of Mount Hor 
towards Selah, afterwards called Petra, 
which occupied a fine but narrow valley in 
the heart of broken mountains. To reach 
the south of Moab the Israelites desired 
probably to take a road a good deal farther 
north. But this would have led them by 
Bozrah, the capital, and the king who 
reigned at the time refused them the 


route. The message sent him in Moses’ 
name was friendly, even appealing. The 
brotherhood of Edom and Israel was: 


claimed; the sore travail of the tribes in 
Egypt and the deliverance wrought by 
Jehovah were given as reasons; promise 
was made that no harm should be done to 
field or vineyard: Israel would journey by 
the king’s way, turning neither to the right 
nor the left. When the first request was. 
refused, Moses added that if his people 
drank of the water while passing through 
Edom they would pay for it. The appeal, 
however, was made in vain. An attempt to 
advance without permission was repelled. 
An armed force barred the way, and most 
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reluctantly the desert road was again taken. 
—R. A. Watson. 

Ver. 14. “Thus saith thy brother.” A 
brother is born for adversity, and good 
blood will not belie itself. But “a brother 
offended is harder to be won than a strong 
city: and their contentions are like the bars 
of a castle” (Prov. xviii. 19). 

Ver. 17. “We will not pass.” So should 
a Christian bespeak the world. Let us pass 
through thy country; we will neither touch 
nor taste of thy dainties, but go by the 
King’s highway, that good old way that 
God hath scored out unto us, until we 
arrive at the key of Canaan, at the kingdom 
of heaven.—John Trapp. 


Monday, 20th. Num. xx. 22-29. 


Aaron, dressed in his official robes, was 
bidden to ascend Mount Hor; and after 
being stripped of his garments, which were 
put upon his son Eleazar, he died and the 
people for thirty days mourned for him. 

His death was a penalty, and the time of 
it was hastened by his sins. But mercy 
mingled with judgment, and the mode and 
manner of his departure witnessed to the 
tender compassion of the Lord. The last 
glimpse of him by the people was in his 
high priestly dress, and his last acts were 
in his dignity and capacity as sacerdotal 
head. Though not allowed to enter the 
promised inheritance, he was permitted to 
have a last view westward over the valley 
‘of the Arabah, and beyond, over the white 
peaks of the wilderness, the heights through 
which the Israelites had vainly tried to 
force their way into the Land of Promise. 
Eastward lay the mountains of Edom and 
Mount Seir, and the route refused by the 
Edomites. 

Hor was to Aaron what Pisgah was to 
Moses. He appears to have died as by the 
hand of God—as poetic tradition would 
phrase it, by “the kiss of God,” peacefully, 
painlessly, with humble resignation and in- 
ward composure. He was in his one hun- 
dred and twenty-third year (xxxiii. 38, 39; 
Deut. x. 6). Close by the spot where tra- 
dition fixes his burial, a tomb has been 
built. Moses and Eleazar were the only 
witnesses of his departure, so that the 
people saw him only while he maintained 
his exaltation as the chief of the priest- 
hood; his humiliation was reserved for his 
brother and his son only to behold—a sin- 
gular instance of the Fatherly tenderness 
of God, Who, when it becomes needful to 
chasten His children, never forgets His 
own love for them, but uses even the rod 
in tenderness.—A. T. Pierson. 

It is not good that one should cling to 
work merely because he has served well 
and may still seem able to serve; often it 
is the case that before death commands a 
change the time for one has come. Even 
the men who are most useful in the world, 
Paul, Apollos, Luther, do not die too soon. 
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It may appear to us that a man who has 
done noble work has no successor. When, 
for instance, England loses its Dr. Arnold, 
Stanley, Lightfoot, and we look in vain for 
one to whom the robes are becoming, we 
have to trust that by some education they 
did not foresee the Church has to be per- 
fected. The same theory, nominally, it is not 
the same when others undertake to apply it. 
The same ceremonies have another meaning 
when performed by other hands. There 
are ways to the full fruition of Christ’s 
government which go as far about as 
Israel’s to Canaan round the land of Moab, 
for a time as truly retrogressive. But the 
great Leader, the one High Priest of the 
new covenant, never fails His Church or 
His world, and the way that does not 
hasten, as well as that which makes straight 
for the goal, is within His purpose, and 
leads to the fulfilment among men of His 
mediatorial design.—R. A. Watson. 


Tuesday, 21st. Num. xxi, 1-5. 


Ver. 1-3. See in Num. xxxiii. 40 a men- 
tion of Arad. From the connection there, 
it would seem that this capture of some of 
the Israelites took place at the time of 
Aaron’s death, while they were camped at 
Mount Hor. An attempt of some portion 
of the host, unauthorized by Moses, may 
have been made, to advance on the east of 
the Red Sea, due north from Kadesh, and 
they were thus checked. The utter de- 
struction of the Canaanites was not ful- 
filled until Israel entered the land under 
Joshua (see Josh. xi.). 

Ver. 4, 5. Travelers tell us that this is 
a very rough and weary way. Narrow 
valleys, rocks, cliffs reflecting the heat of 
the sun, no trees to give shelter, no water, 
no grass for the cattle. It was a sore trial, 
this last march of Israel before they 
entered into rest. It was the final testing 
and sifting, the last trial of faith. Many 
of those who were under sentence of death, 
for their rebellion thirty-eight years be- 
fore, were still alive and now at the end 
of Israel’s wanderings, their distrust of 
God and their unchanged love of Egypt 
and sin are made manifest, that God may 
be justified in His dealings with them. 
“Much discouraged because of the way.” 
It is too often the same with us as Chris- 
tians. We cannot have Christ without 
His Cross; and when the cross comes, 
we grow pale and sick at heart, and 
murmur. Yet as Jehovah led the way 
with the ark of the covenant on the shoul- 
ders of the priests before Israel, so Christ 
is the Leader of His people. Why should 
we falter in following where He has gone 
beforeP—D. W. Whittle. 

You will find, in all ages, God has been 
trying to teach His children this lesson— 
that He uses the weak instead of the strong. 
What is highly esteemed of man is an 
abomination to God. When God was about 
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to deluge the earth, He wanted an ark built. 
What did He do—did He call an army? 
No, He just called one man to build the 
ark. In the sight of the world it was a 
very little thing: and yet when the deluge 
came it was worth more than all the world. 
The weak things of the world that excite 
our scorn and contempt are the very things 
that God uses. When God delivered 
Israel out of Egypt, He didn’t send an 
army. We would have sent an army, or an 
orator. We would have sent some man 
who would have gone down before the 
king, and laid it out before him in grand 
style; but God didn’t do that. He sent the 
man Moses, who had been back there in the 
‘desert forty years, a man with an impedi- 
ment in his speech; and God said to Moses: 
“Moses, I want you to go down into Egypt 
and bring my people out of bondage.” 

We may be very weak in ourselves, but 
see what a mighty God we have. God likes 
to take the weak things to confound the 
mighty. When God wants to move a 
mountain, He does not take a bar of iron; 
but He takes the little worm. The fact is, 
we have too much strength. We are not 
weak enough. It is not our strength that 
we want. One drop of God’s strength 
is worth more than all the world—D. L. 
Moody. 


Wednesday, 22nd. Num. xxi. 6-9. 


Nothing is more amazing than the 
rapidity with which the most solemn and 
emphatic lessons were practically unlearned 
and the most signal acts of God forgotten. 

At once we find this same people, who 
had just vowed new allegiance to Jehovah 
and seen His mighty working in their be- 
half, now discouraged by the delays and 
difficulties of the circuitous route they were 
taking, breaking out into fresh rebellion— 
murmuring against God and against Moses, 
complaining of scarcity of water and 
speaking contemptuously of the manna so 
miraculously provided. How often low 
spirits lead to lying, depression to de- 
preciation! They called it “light bread,” 
without substantial value or sustaining 
power, this very manna on which they had 
subsisted for forty years, and in the 


strength of which they had endured even . 


the journeyings and exposures of a vast 
wilderness ! 

God has a strange way of punishing un- 
just and ungrateful complaints. He gives 
men something to complain about! The 
penalty follows in the line of the offense. 
They scorned His manna, He sent them 
serpents; they loathed His light bread, He 
permitted venom to inflame their blood. 
Instead of life-giving food, death-dealing 
fangs! 

He sent among the people “fiery ser- 
pents,” literally, “the serpents the sera- 
phim.” The original word for “fiery” is 
from saraph, to burn. Whether these 
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reptiles were so called from a glowing ap- 
pearance, or the heat and thirst consequent 
on their bite setting the blood on fire, or the 
redness of burning skin, it is hard to 
say. The phrase (in Isa. xiv. 29) “fiery 
flying serpent” has led some to think that 
the serpent that tempted Eve was originally 
a winged seraph, degraded into a crawling 
snake, and something in these serpents re- 
minded them of the winged seraph in Eden. 
But no such interpretation is needful. 
Various venomous reptiles even yet are 
found in this region, scorpions and lizards, 
in particular, that inflict a peculiarly burn- 
ing wound, and one which is rapidly and 
surely fatal. It is enough to know that 
some form of reptile specially violent and 
venomous was the visitation of God upon 
this rebellious people, who in their im- 
patience profaned even His miraculous pro- 
vision for their need. His only way some- 
times is to bring us into real want and woe 
to make us properly value our ordinary 
bestowments and blessings. A real emer- 
gency is often the only corrective to a false © 
and imaginary trial or vexation. Lamen- 
tations over undervalued blessings some- 
times bring curses.—A. T. Pierson. 


Thursday 23rd. Num. xxi. 10-20. 


Ver. to-12. Note that from the time 
they looked upon the serpent of brass, it 
was continued and uninterrupted victory, 
until they had crossed into Canaan. So all 
of our victories in the spiritual conflict 
begin at the Cross, and are carried on and 
continued just in proportion as we live in 
the faith of what the death of Christ has 
accomplished for us. “They overcame by the 
blood of the Lamb” (Rev. xii. 11). With 
flying banners, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah leading the way, Israel marched 
around the land of Edom, “toward the 
sunrising.” 

Ver. 13-15. They were here among the 
descendants of Lot (Gen. xix. 36-38). 
“The book of the wars of the Lorp,” here 
alluded to, was some uninspired work of 
history or poetry, familiar to the people of 
Israel, but not preserved as necessary for 
God’s revelation to us. 

Ver. 16-18. They had plenty of water 
after they had looked upon the serpent of 
brass. “Oboth” means skin bottles, so that 
here they must have obtained water. At 
Arnon they came to brooks and at Beer to 
the fountain. The Lord here gave them 
water, not from the rock, but from the well 
the princes digged upon the land included 
in the covenant and afterwards given to 
Reuben. So the water for life comes to 
us from faith exercised in our smitten’ 
Christ: but our being filled with the Spirit 
of God depends upon our consecration and 
obedience. As Christians we may make 
our own wells, wherever we are, and when- 
ever we please. The water is ever ready 
to bubble up, if we dig for it. 
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Ver, 19-20. After the fountain at Beer 
with the abundance of water comes the 
glorious place of vision from the top of 
Pisgah (so 2 Cor. xii. 1-4) —D. W. Whittle. 

Here we find another spiritual lesson. 
There are blessings that come to us by 
purely miraculous gift and with which 
man’s agency and cooperation have nothing 
to do, like the gift of an incarnate Saviour 
and the provisions of free grace, or the 
sovereign bestowment of individual apti- 
tudes for a given work or sphere which the 
Spirit of God distributes to each severally 
as He will. But there are a thousand other 
bestowments that are dependent upon our 
attitude toward God, our obedience to His 


will, our co-working with Him. He gives | 


a crop to the man who digs the soil and 
sows the seed; the best harvests are not 
spontaneous, accidental, or given to the 
indolent and inactive, but the fruit of cul- 
tivation. Countless benefits we shall not 
receive without the faithful use of prayers 
and staves. God will give water to those 
who dig and pray. The blessed combination 
of industry and supplication will insure 
many blessings which the idle and prayer- 
less never know. And the combination is 
suggestive: labor, as though all depended 
on us; prayer, as though all depended on 
Him.—A. T. Pierson. 


Friday, 24th. Num. xxi. 21-35. 


They have now reached the country of 
- the Amorites, and ask to be allowed to 
pass through. The answer in this case was 
not merely one of refusal as in that of 
Edom, but an actual attack upon them, led 
by Sihon, the king. It resulted in the utter 
discomfiture of the enemies of Israeli, so 
that the people possessed the land of the 
Amorites. By the way of Bashan they 
were again opposed by Og, and here Jeho- 
vah speaks with His servant, and declares 
that victory should be on the side of His 
people. Thus they moved on, until we find 
them in the plains of Moab beyond the 
Jordan at Jericho.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

We meet with people with whom we do 
not wish to have war, but they will not let 
us pass peaceably. Our warfare is with the 
possessors of our inheritance beyond Jor- 
dan. If we are attacked, we must defend 
ourselves; but we are not to be aggressors. 
Israel wishes to pass quietly through the 
land of the Amorites; but these will not 
allow it, and they suffer the consequences 
of the war they had sought against the 
people of God. Israel takes their cities, and 
begins already on this side Jordan to 
realize, as if beforehand, the possession of 
the promise.—J. N. Darby. 

The effect of true gratitude is always 
to draw out from God new mercies. And 
so here, the victory over Sihon is followed 
by another of like character over Og, king 
of Bashan, whose land also they possessed. 
This triumph also became proverbial, cele- 
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brated in the Psalms, where the double 
victory over Sihon and Og is often referred 
to aS a great crisis in history. 

Sihon is said by some to mean a “rooting 
out” or “conclusion,” and Og “bread baked 
in ashes”; and those who look in every- 
thing for types find a suggestion that in 
these representative foes the Lord was 
showing His people how He could root out 
their enemies and make them bread for 
them. The interpretation may be fanciful, 
but the suggestion is scriptural—A. T. 
Pierson. 


Saturday, 25th. Num. xxii. 1-8. 


Thus we come with this pilgrim people 
of God to the Moabite plains, on the east 
of Jordan, opposite Jericho, where they 
remained until that august event, the death 
of Moses. 

Three chapters are now occupied with the 
narrative of Balak and Balaam, a fragment 
of history which, to this day, puzzles Bible 
students. There is a radical division of 
sentiment and opinion, even among com- 
mentators, as to whether Balaam was a 
good or a bad: man, a true prophet of God 
or a heathen diviner and pretender; and 
whether, if he were an inspired seer, the 
good or bad elements preponderated in his 
character. In these circumstances it may 
be wise to let comparatively alone the dis- 


_ puted territory, while we follow the safer 


paths of practical, ethical, and spiritual 
teaching. 

Certain features of the narrative stand 
out clear and bold. “Moab was sore afraid” 
of the multitude of Israel and in a panic 
at the rumor of the rapid series of victories 
in the neighborhood, and Balak, a chief- 
tain of the Zippor or Sapuru family or 
dynasty, who was the reigning king at that 
time, bethought himself of divination, as 
a possible resort in this emergency.... . 

Every nation has had its diviners, who by 
their incantations, manipulations, mysteri- 
ous rites, enigmatic oracles, words of bless- 
ing or cursing, or it may be the power of 
an evil eye, influenced others and performed 
wonders. Some of these diviners have 
been believed to have under control not 
only diseases and disasters, but demons, 
to have foresight of the future as well as 
insight into the present,—in a word, to be 
masters of both worlds. 

Balaam was some such diviner, sooth- 
sayer, or magician, whose reputation for 
remarkable power in sorcery had reached 
to Moab. His name means “one not of the 
people,” a foreigner, or, according to other 
authorities, a “destroyer” or “vanquisher.” 
If, as some think, “Beor” also means de- 
stroyer, there may be in the two names a 
hint that he belonged to a family whose 
curses were specially feared—the famous 
son of a famous sire, both father and son 
being celebrated for the destructive in- 
fluence of their maledictions. . ‘ 
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Balak’s expression of confidence in the 
results of Balaam’s blessing and cursing 
suggests that he had some personal obser- 
vation of the power of his incantations, or 
at least a supreme confidence in his author- 
ity to invoke evil. Such confidence sur- 
vives even to our day, and is met every- 
where among pagan peoples. Despite the 
failure of their incantations, the “medicine 
men” among the Red Indians, for instance, 
still hold sway; if their devices succeed, 
faith in them is confirmed; if they fail, 
the failure is attributed to some fault in 
those who employ them. And so magical 
arts, however lacking in real efficacy, in- 
spire or dispirit the ignorant multitude, and 
those who can avert or annul their curses 
are counted as great deliverers—A. T. 
Pierson. 


Sunday, 26th. Num. xxii. 9-19, 


The answer of Jehovah is immediate and 
imperative: “Thou shalt not go with them; 
thou shalt not curse the people; for they 
are blessed.” Nothing could be more ex- 
plicit. Israel were declared to be the 
> objects and subjects of a Divine blessing, 
and Balaam was forbidden to attempt to 
turn that blessing into curse or even to go 
with Balak’s messengers. 

In such circumstances a thoroughly loyal 
and obedient man would at once have 
broken off all further communication with 
these tempters to unfaithfulness. As our 
Lord taught His disciples, we are not 
to “enter into temptation.” There is a 
territory where the power of the devil is 
especially strong and where even if “the 
spirit is willing, the flesh is weak”; and 
therefore we are to keep off forbidden or 
even doubtful ground. Balaam’s first 
answer is refusal: he bids Balak’s mes- 
sengers be gone, for Jehovah refuseth him 
leave to go. But it is soon proven that 
this noble answer was not final. It has the 
appearance of a courageous fidelity, but be- 
hind it lurked the lust of gain and promo- 
tion, and there is no doubt that the hesita- 
tion and vacillation of his carnal disposi- 
tion betrayed itself. His answer withheld 
the reasons of the Divine prohibition, and 
hinted a secret willingness on his part to 
go, if he dared. This explains all that 
follows. The deputies of Balak saw the 
half-heartedness of the soothsayer, and a 
new mission was the natural consequence 
with larger and more tempting bait for 
rie avarice and ambition (Mic. iii. 

His second answer again combines the 
heroic and the cowardly—the appearance of 
a right attitude with the secret hankering 
for worldly emoluments even at the price 
of integrity. Should he be offered a house- 
ful of silver and gold, he could not go be- 
yond the word of Jehovah. Nevertheless, 
if they will tarry another night he will 
inquire again! Such a course is explicable 
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only on two grounds: either he thought 
God vacillating, or else he was vacillating 
himself; either he hoped the Lord would 
change: His mind and revoke His refusal, 
or else he was simply trifling with his own 
conscience and courting temptation. It is 
perfectly plain that God’s will and his own 
wishes were not in accord, and he had some 
vague idea that by a second request for 
guidance he might bend the will of God to 
suit his self-will, as he had already bent 
his own conscience at the beck of his 
covetousness and pride. Balaam was on 
dangerous ground,—fooling with the devil, 
trifling with the Almighty, and trimming to 
please Balak —A. T. Pierson. 


Monday, 27th. Num. xxii. 20-30. 


After the Divine permission Balaam is 
sent on his journey. A startling and super- 
natural intervention occurs thereon. Had 
his heart been set upon doing right for its 
own sake, he would surely at this point 
have resolutely turned back. Instead 
thereof he announces, “If it displease thee, 
I will get me back again,” and again per- 
mission is given, but a limit is set upon his 
speech. We have here another remarkable 
illustration of the working of a perpetual 
principle. Man is compelled to work out 
what is deepest within him, while all the 
way God works toward changing that inter- 
nal condition. Circumstances are ever over- 
ruled for the development in outward 
manifestation of the inward truth. This 
man “loved the hire of wrongdoing,” and 
so long as that love was in him, he was 
driven forward, even though the sin of his 
action was revealed by the Divine inter- 
ventions.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

There is a lesson taught here which no- 
where else in Scripture is taught with 
equal vividness; God sometimes permits 
men to have their’'own way, and even ap- 
pears for a time to favor their evil pur-— 
poses. He now grants the permission that 
He before refused, and says, “If the men 
come to call thee, rise up and go with 
them”; but He qualifies the permission 
by one stern condition: “Yet the word 
which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou 
do.” Such permission accords with the com- 
mon law of the Divine procedure, and in- 
terprets some of the apparent mysteries and 
contradictions of His providence. When 
once He has declared His unchangeable 
will, and men are bound to carry out their 
own ptirposes in a contrary direction, He 
sometimes not only gives them up to their 
own courses, permitting them to follow 
their own devices and desires, but He 
allows circumstances apparently to favor ~ 
their self-will. But all this implies no 
approval on God's! parte. eae 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the 
story is that for once an ass spoke; and it 
is plainly a record of a miracle. “The Lorn 
opened the mouth of the ass’—forbids any 
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naturalistic interpretation. This was no 
mere vision or parable. Peter refers to it 
as an actual transaction. A false science 
affirms that the structure of the animal’s 


mouth, of the tongue and jaws, does not ad- 


mit of articulate utterance, but the Word of 
God answers all such opposition of science, 
falsely so called, by the simple statement, 
“The Lorp opened the mouth of the ass.” 
Both this and the opening of the eyes of 
Balaam were acts of Divine power: the word 
in both cases means to remove an interven- 
ing hindrance like a veil that obstructs 
vision. He Who made the eye of man and 
the mouth of the ass can give the eye 
supernatural sight and the mouth miracu- 
lous speech.—A. T. Pierson. 


Tuesday, 28th. Num. xxii. 31-41. 


“The angel of the Lorn” explains His 
withstanding Balaam because his way was 
“perverse’—which shows how we are to 
interpret his wayward course. His goings 
were not of the Lord though permitted, 
and one obvious reason was that God meant 
to constrain and compel Balaam’s tongue 
to utter words of prophetic blessing, even 
when hired to curse. 

So Balak and Balaam met, the prophet 
still moved by carnal desires of enrichment 
and preferment but kept under Divine re- 
straint. Balak offered oxen and sheep, mak- 
ing ready a sort of sacrificial feast for the 
prophet and the princes of Moab. Then 
_he led Balaam up to the high places of 
Baal, from thence to survey the Israelitish 
camp. To settle the exact locality is not 
needful, though there is a height in the 
Amoritish territory—Bamoth Baal—which 
is thought to be the place. But it is impor- 
tant to notice that it was from the very 
mountain summit where the indecent and 
idolatrous rites of Baal-peor were observed 
—ground desecrated as to Jehovah’s wor- 
ship, by being thus consecrated to that of 
Baal—that this Moabite monarch would 
have a prophet of Jehovah view the host of 
the people he was summoned to curse. For 
a prophet to ascend to such a spot was a 
compromise of his relation to the one true 
God.—A. T. Pierson. 

The fault of Balaam, a fault of which 
he could not fail to be conscious, was that 
_of tampering with his inspiration. The in- 
sight he possessed—and which he valued— 
had come through his sincere estimate of 
things and men apart from any pressure 
brought to bear on him to take a side either 
for money or for fame. His mind, using 
perfect freedom, traveling in a way of sin- 
cere judgment, had reached a height from 
which he enjoyed wide prospects. As a 
man and a prophet he had his standing 
through this superiority to the motives that 
swayed vulgar minds. The admission of 
sordid influences, whether it began with the 
visit of Balak’s messengers or had been 
previously allowed, was perhaps the first 
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great error of his life. And it is so in the 
case of every man who has found the 
strength of integrity and reached the vision 
of the true—R. A. Watson. 


Wednesday, 29th. Num. xxiii. 


Balaam’s course was throughout one 
series of iniquitous compromises. Instead 
of separation from idolaters, identification 
with them. On the very mountain table- 
land where were the high places of Baal 
he bade Balak build seven altars and pre- 
pare twice seven victims. There he offered 
sacrifices, and there he went to an high 
place to meet God. Here was an amazing 
succession of acts in which were hopelessly 
mixed up the worship and service of two 
absolutely antagonistic objects—the false 
god and the true God. Baal worship was 
unusually abhorrent to Jehovah both by its 
idolatry and its indecency. Balak would 
naturally think these altars and victims a 
tribute to his heathen deity, the patron god 
of Moab, while Balaam consoled himself by 
building them to Jehovah. One altar was all 
God ordained, but he erected seven—and he 
as prophet had no priestly rights. How 
clearly we see here a corrupting of Jehovah 
worship with heathen superstitions and prac- 
tices! This is probably the one signal les- 
son and rebuke intended throughout this 
extended narrative; God is putting on 
record a permanent remonstrance against 
the perversity that mixes up heathenism and 
true religion. It is a historic parable on the 
abominations of idolatry as corrupting the 
principles and practices of believers —A. T. 
Pierson. 

As Balak conducts the money-loving 
prophet from place to place, Jehovah takes 
occasion to bring out fresh features of 
beauty in His people, and fresh points of 
security in their position. Thus it is not 
merely that they are a separated people 
dwelling alone; but they are a justified peo- 
ple, having the Lord their God with them, 
and the shout of a king among them. “He 
hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
hath he seen perverseness in Israel.’ The 
enemy may say: “There is iniquity and per- 
verseness there all the while.’ Yes, but 
who can make Jehovah behold it, when He 
Himself has been pleased to blot it all out 
as a thick cloud for His name’s sake? If 
He has cast it behind His back, who can 
bring it before His face? “It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth?” 
God sees His people so thoroughly delivered 
from all that could be against them, that 
He can take up His abode in their midst, 
and cause His voice to be heard amongst 
them.—C. H. Mackintosh. 


Thursday, 30th. Num. xxiv. 1-11. 


Balaam is taken to yet another place of 
vision, and from the top of Peor looks 
down upon the desert. Again the sacrifices 
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are offered, but this time there are no 
enchantments, and there appears to be no 
seeking of God. One wonders whether in 
his heart there was not a desire to speak 
this time of himself, and perchance in the 
interest of the greed of hire that was in 
his heart. He cannot thus escape. When 
he does not seek God, the Spirit of God 
comes upon him, and again he speaks only 
the things that God would have him speak. 
Here the indexing statement is: 


“How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 
Thy tabernacles, O Israel!” 


This time it is the vision of a people 
victorious and prosperous, and is a glorious 
forecast of ultimate conditions. The speech 
ends with the direct pronunciation of bless- 
ing on those who bless Israel, and cursing 
of such as curse. Notice well the progres- 
sive note of these utterances as they reveal 
fundamental truths concerning the people 
of God. They are, first, a people separated 
to Him, dwelling alone. They are, secondly, 
a people governed by Him. They are, 
thirdly, therefore, a people victorious and 
prosperous. This last prophecy, with its 
pointed ending, arouses the anger of Balak, 
and smiting his hands together in anger he 
bids Balaam be gone.—G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. 

Balaam, seeing at last that God was bent 
upon blessing, yields to the power of God, 
goes no longer to the meeting of enchant- 
ments, and the Spirit of God comes upon 
him. The justification of the people being 
now declared, the Spirit of God can bear 
testimony to them, instead of confining His 
testimony to the thoughts and intentions of 
God. Balaam sees them from above: see- 
ing the vision of the Almighty, he sees 
the people according to the thoughts of the 
Spirit of God, as seen in the mind of God 
from above. The eyes of the prophet are 
open. And remark here, that it is neither 
the anticipation of Canaan, nor Israel in 
their permanent habitations: Balaam turns 
his face toward the wilderness and sees 
Israel abiding in their tents. There the 
Spirit sees them, and declares the beauty 
and the order of the people in the eyes of 
God. The water of the refreshing of God 
was always with them there; they were as 
trees that Jehovah had planted, therefore 
will they be great among the nations, a 
source Of power and joy. They drink from 
the sources of God, and pour out from 
them abundantly for others. God had 
brought them out of Egypt, they were the 
work of God, and the power of God was 
to go with them against their enemies. We 
get here, thirdly, then, beauty, a freshness 
the sources.of which do not dry up, and 
power.—J, N. Darby. 


Friday, 31st. Num. xxiv. 12-25, 
Balaam cannot, however, be so summarily 
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dismissed. He sees that his opportunity of 
gaining the hire for which he hoped has 
passed, and he utters his final message in 
the ear of the king. It is a high and noble 
prophecy which undoubtedly he is com- 
pelled to speak. Its principal note 1s: 


“There shall come a Star out of Jacob.” 


The far-distant movements of the Divine 
economy are for a moment laid bare to 
his vision. He speaks the words of God, 
and is given to make known “the knowledge 
of the Most High.” He sees “the vision 
of the Almighty,” that is, the things which 
God sees. In the distant time, “not now,” 
afar off, “not nigh,” a Person appears, 
shining as a star, swaying a scepter and 
conquering as He goes forth. All the 
enemies of Israel are seen defeated and 
driven back before His conquering advance. 
The last word thus spoken, Balaam leaves 
Balak and goes to his place. Having failed 


‘to curse the people of God, he set himself 


to “cast a stumblingblock before the chil- 
dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication” (Rev. ii. 


14). How fearfully he succeeded is shown 
in the subsequent story—G. Campbell 
Morgan. 


Four prophetic utterances are recorded as 
coming from the mouth even of this per- 
verse prophet. They seem to be intended 
as one continuous utterance though broken 
in upon by Balak’s impatient interruptions, 
for the phrase recurs, Balaam “took up his 
parable” as though it were all one utter- 
ance (cf. xxiii) 7, 18* Gexty..3)015) ai 
shall therefore simply indicate the outline 
of what the whole prophetic “parable” con- 
tains. It is an inspired utterance; for what- 
ever Balaam would have spoken, left’ to 
himself, “Jehovah put a word in his mouth,” 
and that He compelled him to speak. The 
prophetic utterance is divisible into the fol-. 
lowing parts, and is best studied as a 
whole: 


1. The destiny of Israel as a populous 
and prosperous nation. ; 

2. The immutability of Jehovah and His 
purpose for Israel. 

The consequent security of Israel 

against all assault. 

4. The future settlement and achieve- 
ments of Israel in Canaan. 

5. The Illustrious Ruler that shall ulti- 
mately rise out of Israel. 

6. The final prevalence and preéminence 
of His reign. 


Thus the body of this prediction—which, 
notwithstanding the character of Balaam,. 
is one of the sublimest in the whole range 
of Scripture—covers three grand themes: 
the history of Israel as a nation; the immu- 
tability of Jehovah as their theocratic 
Head; and the glory of the coming Mes- 
sianic King —A. T. Pierson. 


Record of Christian Work Advertising. 


Five of the Finest Fordhook Vegetables 


For 25 cents “° will mail one packet each of the following 


famous Fordhook vegetables which are un- 


equalled in their class. 


completely fill the requirements of the average garden. 


No other small collection would quite so 


These 


are tested and proved Burpee Specialties that have given the 
utmost satisfaction wherever used. 


Burpee’s Golden Bantam Sweet Corn— 
the Corn of Gold; the earliest and best 
first-early corn in existence. First named 
and introduced exclusively by us and 
has now become the most popular of all 
extra-earlies. It is the richest in flavor. 
The ears are from five to seven in- 
hes in length, but what itlacksin 
size is fully made up in produc- 
tiveness and quality. Thestalks 
can be growin closely together 
in rows and in good soil will 
produce two and three fine 

ears to a Stalk. 


Burpee’s Earliest Black-Red Ball 
Beet—Remarkable for its regular 
form, deeply colored flesh and 
fine, sweet flavor. The upright 
leaves are of a rich and purplish 
color. The globe-shaped roots de- 
velop quickly; smooth and free from 
any woody fibre. Both skin and flesh 


are of an unusually deep rich red; this in- 
tensity of color is retained when cooked. 


Burpee’s Earliest Wayahead Lettuce— 
The name ‘“Wayahead” was suggested 
by one of our customers as aptly descrip- 
tive of its superiority over all other early- 
heading varieties. One of the surest 
headers, and of finest quality throughout 
a long season. 


Chalk’s Early Jewel Tomato—The earli- 
est real first-class tomato for the family 
garden; bright scarlet fruits that are 
smoothly round, very deep, solid and 
meaty. 5 


Burpee-Improved Bush Lima Bean—The 
pods measure five to six inches long by 
one and one-quarter inches wide. Even 
when of full size the enormous beans are 
of the most luscious flavor; they are thin 
skinned and truly delicious. 


2 5c buys all of the above five of the finest Fordhook Vegetables, which pur- 


chased separately would cost 50c. 
to five separate addresses if so ordered. 


Five collections mailed for $1.00, and mailed 
In each collection we enclose free a copy of 


an interesting new booklet on ‘‘The Food Value of Fresh Vegetables,”’ specially pre- 
pared for us by a world-wide authority and illustrated with thumb-nail caricatures. 
As a Compliment to the Ladies 


we shall include with each collection a regular 10c packet of our Fordhook Favorite 
Astors, embracing all of the choicest double American varieties. 


Fortieth Anniversary Edition 
of Burpee’s Annual 


“‘The Leading American Seed Catalog’’ for 1916- 


It tells the plain truth about the best seeds, as proved 
atour famous Fordhook Farms, the largest trial grounds 


in America. Several novelties of importance are presented 
which cannot be obtained elsewhere. The colored plates 
show, painted from nature at Fordhook Farms, six Bur- 
pee Specialties in Vegetables, the finest new Burpee 
Spencers as grown at Floradale, the California home of 
Sweet Peas, and the unique new Gladioli, Fordhook Hy- 
brids. This Catalog is mailed free. A post card will bring it. Write 
today and please mention Record of Christian Work. 


Of unusual interest are two special souvenirs prepared by two of the most expert women workers 
in Ameria, both of which are free to our customers in celebration of our Fortieth Anniversary. 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Burpee Buildings, PHILADELPHIA 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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The Northfield Schools 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, Founder 


This incident is related of a certain noted 
preacher who was making a missionary appeal: 
He took for his text, ‘‘He that hath pity upon 
the poor lendeth unto the Lord,” and his only 
comment on the text was, “If you are satisfied 
with the security, deposit your cash.” 

Many of the phrases familiar in financial 
advertising can be applied to Christian philan- 
thropy, and especially to helping Christian 
education. Almost every institution of learn- 
ing of worldwide fame in England and Amer- 
ica rests upon a Christian basis. This is true 
of the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, and 
the famous English schools, and equally true 
of most of the universities and academies of 
America, and one would go far to find an in- 
vestment which has paid a larger dividend to 
the Anglo-Saxon race. It was said in the last 
century that England’s battles were won upon 
the playgrounds of England’s schools; and 
America’s progress has been largely due to 
the sturdy manhood and conscientious appli- 
cation to work inculcated in the Christian 
academies and colleges of America. At a 
time when there is so much materialism, and 
sO many measure success in life by material 
standards, there is need of greater emphasis 
than ever upon Christian ideals. : 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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The Northfield Schools 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, Founder 


It is for Christian idealism that Northfield 

stands, and we are seeking to mould the lives 
of boys and girls, that they may go out into 
the world to achieve success according to 
Christian standards, 
“= In this work we need the co-operation of 
friends to enable us to secure the necessary 
funds. With the student enrollment aggrega- 
ting over 1,400 during the year, we must raise 
$100,000 to meet the current expenses. In 
this effort we are seeking the co-operation of 
a large number of friends, and appeal to the 
readers of the Rrecorp oF CurisT1an Work 
for their co-operation and help. 

Contributions may be sent to Mr. Edwin 
M. Bulkley, 25 Broad St., New York City, 


East Northfield, Mass. 


FORM -OF (BEQUEST 
I give and bequeath to The Northfield 
Sehools-thexsuin-Of= =. es dollars, to be 
appropriated by the Trustees thereof in such 
manner as they deem most useful. 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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$6.25, and larger space pro rata. 


<omea EDUCATIONAL Sz 


Advertisements in this department are 25 cents a line, one inch for $3.50 a month, two inches 
Address all orders and inquiries to 


WALTER C. KIMBALL, Inc., Advertising Managers, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


and Workers. 


ful missionary and Bible teaching conferences. 


SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 


The Bible Teachers Training School, Dr. W. W. White, President, will conduct its fifth summer term, 
June 14-July 25, 1916. : 
A variety of courses for Pastors, Missionaries, Missionary Candidates, Theological Students, and other Leaders 


Courses arranged in units covering two weeks each. Unusual opportunities to visit social institutions. Help- 
Write for information and schedule to ; 
John Anderson Wood, Dean of Summer Term, 


in New York 


541 Lexington Avenue, New York, 


Scientific methods with practical training 
for the ministry. Large faculty and library. 


| HARTFORD 
THEOLOGICAL 


Open to college graduates of ailchurches. SEMINARY 


Associated with 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy 


ing Sunday School and other lay workers. 


Kennedy School of Missions 
Fitting for foreign service. 


Address M. W. JACOBUS, Dean of Seminary 
Hartford, Conn. 


TIMELY ARTICLES 


On the KINGDOM OF GOD, the SECOND COMING OF 
CHRIST, THE CHURCH, THE BIBLE, and the GOSPEL 
OF ST. JOHN will appear in 


WATCHWORD AND TRUTH 


During the year 1916. Edited by Dr. M. A. Matthews, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Seattle, and 
Dr. Robert Cameron of Victoria. 

Sample Copies Sent on Request. Price $1.00 per year. 


Address: WATCHWORD AND TRUTH, 324 Central Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 


BOUND VOLUMES 
Record of Christian Work 


1910-1911-1912-1913-1914-1915 
Each $2.50, postpaid 
Five Copies to one address $10.00 


Record of Christian Work, East Northfield, Mass. 


===) Bible Readers and Christian 
imi |Workers Self-Help Hand Book 


uav (llShort and plain articles by nearly 100 experienced 

Christian writers. Just the Help over hard 
places you have been looking for. How to lead, 
Mk }||teach, testify, pray and grow. Young Christians 
MAl\nelper, experienced workers’ guide. Pkt. size, 128 
M|jogs., Red Cloth, 25c, Mor. 35c, postpd. Agts. wntd. 
ay GEO. W NOBLE, Monon Bidg., Chicago, Il: 

Index the best you 


PREACHERS AND TEACHERS eas*in hooks, and 


file clippings, by our ALMOST AUTOMATIC topical and textual 
system. Inexpensive. Send for Circulars. WILSON INDEX. Box E, 
East Haddam, Conn. 


Chemical Illustrations of Bible 


For Pastors and Sunday School Teachers. Prepared powders, ready 
to use, with directions and helps. 6 Talks, 50 Cents, Postpaid. 
Cc. A. SCHMITT, 636 South Street, Roslindale, Mass. 


The Northfield Pad Calendar, 1916 


The calendar is the same in appearance this year as in 
past years, although the selections and quotations are new. 
q This desk stand calendar gives for each day a verse of 
Scripture and an accompanying devotional exposition by 
a Northfield Conference speaker. During the thirteen 
seasons in which these calendars have been issued, they 
have steadily grown in favor, numerous orders being 
placed for quantities as gifts to Sunday School classes 
and for Christmas presents, for which they are specially 
appropriate. { Each leaf, in addition to the Scripture 
passage and expository paragraph, has a space for memo- 
randa. 4 Thecalendar comes with a iron standard and is 
neatly packed in pasteboard carton, ready for mailing. 


Thirty Cents Postpaid 
Special Price for Quantity Orders 
PUBLISHERS 
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Short-Story taught by Dr. 


Short-Story Writing 


COURSE of forty lessons in the his- 
tory, form, structure, and writing of the 


EHsenwein, for years Editor of Lippincott’s, 


Story-writers must be madeas wellas born; 
they must master the details of construction 
ifthey would turn their talents to account,, 


One student writes: ‘‘I know that you 
will be pleased when I tell you that I have 
just received a check for $125 from ‘Every- 
body’s’ for a humorous story. They ask 
for more. I am feeling very happy, and 
very grateful to Dr. Esenwein.”’ 


J. Berg 


May we send you the names of stu- 
dents and graduates who have suc- 
ceeded? And the success their letters 
prove is Jractzcal. It means recognition, 
pecepred manuscripts and checks from 
editors. 


Dr. Esenwein 


Mention the R. C. W. 


250-Page Catalog Free. 


THE HOME CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, Dept. 15, Springfield, Mass. 


We also offer courses in Photoplay Writ- 
ing, Versification and Poetics, Journalism; 
in all over One Hundred Home Study 
Courses, many of them under professors in 
Harvard, Brown, Cornell, and other leading 
colleges. 


Please Address 


to advertisers. 


